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Hebrews 10- 13: persevere  
Life is a journey. The destination: a wonderful city or a consuming fire… 

Hebrews is written to Christians in a life or death struggle to persevere in faith. 

It’s a word of exhortation (13:22) to encourage weak, tired and persecuted 

Christians to persevere in faith (10:36, 11:27). To press on so they might 

receive the ultimate prize, the city of God, and to avoid the judgement that 

will come on the enemies of God and would come on them if they turned 

from Christ (10:26-39). The prize is wonderful: a kingdom that cannot be 

shaken (12:28). The alternative is terrifying: falling into the hands of the 

living God (10:28). 

Christian perseverance rests on Christ’s work. Jesus is our great high priest 

who made a once-for-all sacrifice on our behalf. Through him we can now 

confidently and with full assurance draw near to God. 

Christian perseverance is active not passive. It involves meeting together to 

encourage (10:25), fighting sin (10:26, 12:2), fixing our eyes on Christ (12:3), 

enduring God’s discipline (12:7). It’s lives spent loving others, showing 

hospitality, submitting to church leaders, being strengthened by God, 

offering the sacrifices of good works and praise (chap 12-13). Christians 

should do all we can to persevere in our faith and reach the end. 

Christian perseverance has its hope in God. As the prayer at the end of the 

letter prays: ‘Now may the God of peace… equip you with everything good 

for doing his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, through 

Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.’ (13: 

To us at Salt Church who also trust in Christ, we too need to persevere. We 

are in a life or death struggle to hold fast to Christ and to keep going until 

the end. The prize for us is wonderful, the alternative terrifying. Endurance 

for us rests on Christ’s work, it’s active, it has its hope in God. 

Life is a journey. The destination: a wonderful city or a consuming fire. 

… So persevere, keep going, it’s worth it. 
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Ser i es breakup 
DATE Bi ble DATE Bi ble 

14-18 Oct Heb 10:19-25 11-15 Nov Heb 12:1-17 

21-25 Oct Heb 10:26-39 18-22 Nov Heb 12:18-29 

28 Oct - 2 Nov Heb 11:1-12:2 25-29 Nov Heb 13:1-25 

4-8 Nov The City of God 2-6 Dec Finishing up 

 

 

Ser i es GOALS 
Here’s some things we’re praying God will do through this series at Salt. 

1. That believers would be encouraged to persevere in their faith, for the 

joy set before them and the consequences of shrinking back. 

2. That believers would see hardship as discipline rather than random 

chance, trusting God that it leads to a harvest of righteousness. 

3. That believers would respond to Christ’s work by drawing near to God, 

offering sacrifices of praise and good works, and doing that together. 

4. That unbelievers would be confronted by the dreadful reality of falling 

into the hands of an angry God, and that this would motivate us who 

follow Christ to be urgently on mission to everyone around us. 
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HEB 10:1 9-25  1 4- 18 Oct 
DI RECTI ON : We’re back in Hebrews! We looked at Heb 1-4 in 2018, dipped 

into 5-10 in our Leviticus series, and have hit 10:19 - ‘Therefore…’  

Christ’s work means we can approach God confidently: it is all his work. Yet 

we need to act: we draw near and hold to our hope. There’s a tension in 

this, that your group will probably struggle with (many Christians do!) – God 

is sovereign, but we need to act and respond; how do those 2 facts fit? As 

well as that there’s a big emphasis on the need to do all this together - 

together draw near to God, together hold onto our hope, together spur 

each other to love and good deeds, together encourage each other to 

endure as we await Christ’s return. What a great way to kick off your last 

few months of 2019 in Small Group: discussing how we can help each other 

know God better and learn to love each other like God loves us. 

PRAY  to start: Heavenly Father, may your word encourage, rebuke and 

comfort us by your Spirit. May we see that Jesus’ death and resurrection 

has secured our salvation so we get to enjoy life with him and each other. 

LAUNCH: What are your friends or workmates hoping for in life? 

Context: This is about seeing how this passage fits into the chapter and book 

• We’re back in Hebrews! What do we know about Hebrews?  

Read Hebrews 10:19-25 

OBSERVATI ON & Meaning : Get an overview of what the passage says, then try 

and work out what big idea/s the author is explaining to us. 

• In v19-21, what do we have? What are we confident to do? Why can we 

be so confident? 

We have confidence to approach God without fear. Our confidence rests on Christ, 

his sacrificial death on the cross and his priestly work. This is the foundation for us 

persevering. Check out 10:12-14 to explore this more. 
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• In v22-23, what do you think it looks like to ‘draw near to God’ and to 

‘hold unswervingly/hold fast’? 

• So, we’re confident and have assurance because of Christ’s work, yet 

we need to act. How do you think God’s work and our work fit?  

God saved us and is transforming us; he will bring us safely home. Yet, we respond 

to being saved by living for him, working to become like him, and persevering in our 

faith so we make it home. The logic is that we respond, and we work because God’s 

at work in us. God calls his people to persevere, strive for holiness, flee from evil, 

and works to make us persevere, brings about holiness, protects us from evil.  

• In v24-25, what are we meant to do for each other? Why do you think 

the writer of Hebrews picks out these things in particular? 

• Did you notice that all of 10:19-25 is peppered with plural language 

(we & us) – why is it important to do all this together? 

God never intended his people to be isolated in their faith; he always intended them 

to persevere together. In fact, usually when people are isolated or scattered in the 

Old Testament that’s a result of God’s judgement. Persevering together is a necessity 

for Christians, and it happens as we together draw near to God, together hold fast 

to our hope, together spur each other on to live productive God-pleasing lives, 

together encourage each other to endure as we wait for Christ’s return. 

APPLY : This is about reflecting on how the passage impacts your life – your 

head (beliefs), heart (emotions) and hands (actions). 

In v24 the writer says ‘let us consider how…’ - so let’s do that now. 

• This week, how can you individually do the 3 let-us’s (v22, 23, 24)? 

• This week, how can we as a Small Group do the 3 let-us’s? How can we 

do that for the rest of this year? What about over the Summer break? 

PRAY TO END: In your group make your time of prayer one filled with 

encouragement for each other as you all keep fighting in the faith. 
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HEB 10:26-39  21 -25 OCT  

DI RECTI ON : There’s a few heavy and uncomfortable themes in this section. 

The reality of God’s coming judgement, which brings to mind people we 

know and love who will be cast into that fiery judgement. Seeing how 

persecution and suffering for Christ is not unusual but exactly what we 

signed up for as followers of a suffering King. And finally, a strong warning 

not to turn from Jesus – which brings to mind people we know who seem 

to have done just that, our fears of not making it to the end as Christians, 

and the huge question ‘can a Christian fall away’.  

Be sensitive to all that as you help people see the big idea: Christians need 

to endure to reach the end; can a Christian fall away? Make sure you don’t.  

Judgement awaits those who choose to set aside God’s goodness for their 

own desires and choose not to persevere. Christians will be persecuted, so 

in the face of that will you choose to persevere through trials which inherit 

eternal life or choose to deny Christ which inherits eternal damnation? 

PRAY  to start: God give us clarity, comfort, care for each other, and love 

for you as we unpack some heavy and uncomfortable themes today. 

LAUNCH: Name a person who’s endured struggles, that inspires you? 

(Doesn’t have to be someone personal, could be a world-figure) 

Context: What do you remember from last week, or from Hebrews so far? 

Read Hebrews 10:26-39  

OBSERVATI ON & Meaning : What do you think v26-27 means? (Good luck! 

Throw around some ideas of what it could and can’t mean) 

See this is a warning, not a description of something that has happened, i.e. this is 

what will happen if you live like this – so don’t live like this. It’s a warning. 

‘Deliberately keep on sinning’ is troubling for Christians because we all fail to obey 

God, even as washed and redeemed people, and when we fail it’s ‘deliberate’ in that 

we’re aware what we’re doing is sinful but do it anyway. We need to feel the sting of 
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this warning! Yet we take comfort that we’re saints-who-stumble-back-into-sin 

rather than sinners-who-have-been-forgiven.  

Also God’s forgiveness covers all sin – past, present, future – for “sins and lawless 

acts I will remember no more” (Heb 10:17); so “If we confess our sins, he is faithful & 

just & will forgive us our sins & purify us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). 

There’s ‘no-more sacrifice for sins left’ because Christ is the last one. There’s nowhere 

else to turn if you turn from Jesus, no other refuge for your soul. 

We need to read v26-27 connected to v24-25: the way to prevent this happening is 

to meet together constantly. Part of forsaking Christ is forsaking Christ’s people. 

• Why would a Christian who turned from Christ ‘deserve a more severe 

punishment’ (v29?) 

• How does the warning in v30-31 make you feel? 

• v32-36 form a neat section with the word ‘endure / persevere’ (v32 and 

v36). How did the Hebrews endure in the past? How does their good 

start encourage them to endure to the end? 

• How do the warnings in v36-38 make you feel? 

APPLY : What can you do this week and across your life to make sure you 

endure and don’t ‘deliberately keep on sinning’ or ‘shrink back’? 

• We probably all know people who have walked away from church and 

from God, and we can think they’ll never come back. How does the 

judgement to come lead us to respond? How does v37 add urgency? 

Christ hasn’t returned yet which means mercy is still offered from his hands. May we 

make every effort to speak about the saving message to our friends and families. 

• Persecution for the Hebrews involved insults, suffering, imprisonment 

seizing of property, and being publicly shamed. For us it may look a 

little different, but is just as much persecution. 

When have you been shamed for your Christian beliefs? How did you 

react? How can we persevere when we face persecution in the future? 

PRAY TO END: God, you’re a holy God who hates sin. You will pour out your 

wrath upon people who haven’t trusted your Son for salvation. Help us get 

this more, so we pray earnestly for our friend’s souls. Help us stand in faith 

in the face of persecution. Help us endure in doing your will to the end. 
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HEB 1 1 :1 - 1 2:2  28 OCT-2 NOV  

DI RECTI ON : In Heb 11 there’s an inspiring list of believers who came before 

us and lived by faith – trusting God to deliver on his promises, even in the 

face of intense suffering. These believers spur us on to throw off anything 

that hinders, to run the same race they have, to endure to the end, and to 

make sure we’re part of the group of people from 10:39 ‘who have faith and 

are saved’. The climax of the list is of course Jesus himself, who endured so 

we can be saved by faith in him. Though the Old Testament heroes help us 

and encourages us, they are a mere shadow of the fullness of our true 

encourager and helper, Jesus. In terms of how you tackle this chapter, it’s 

likely your group will want to chat about some of the characters in the list, 

and that’s totally fine. It’d be good to see the big picture too though. The 

questions below will show the big picture and unpack why we get this list. 

PRAY  to start: We’d be spurred on by people who’ve gone before us. 

LAUNCH: What was something you often forgot when you were younger? 

Context: What did we see last week about faith? 

Read Hebrews 11:1-12:2  

OBSERVATI ON: This is a big section. What things stick out to you? 

MEANI NG: Do you think v1 defines what faith is or describes what faith does? 

• Would you use ‘faith’ to describe believers in the OT? Why, why not? 

Sometimes we fall into the trap of thinking believers in the OT were right with God 

through works; by sacrifices, obeying the law, paying tithes etc. However, the writer 

shows us they all lived out of faith. Abel, Noah, Moses and countless others did 

works, but their works were a response, an outworking of their faith in God. 

• What do you think v6 means? 

• If you can remember Judges, what do you make of the people in v32?  
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Gideon and Samson led God’s people and did an awful job of it. The faith of people 

in this list is far from perfect! But they had some faith and persevered in some way. 

• How do you feel about the stories in v32-39 of people who suffered? 

The perseverance of these saints encourages us to endure. Zechariah and Jeremiah 

were stoned to death, Amos was tortured, Isaiah was sawn in two, Paul beheaded, 

Peter crucified upside down, Thomas speared, Matthew stabbed to death, Matthias 

burnt alive, James clubbed to death. The life of believers has never been glamorous, 

so we need be wary of a false gospel that promises prosperity without persecution. 

• From 11:39-12:1 why does the writer tell them all this - what does he 

want them to do? 

• In 12:1-2, why do you think the writer directs our gaze to Jesus? 

After all the stories of men and women who persevered in faith through suffering, 

the writer lifts our eyes to Jesus - who was despised, hated and suffered more than 

anyone in Hebrews 11. Be encouraged by those people, but much more by Jesus!  

• In 12:2 it says ‘for the joy set before him’ Jesus endured the cross. How 

do you think Jesus would see the joy in suffering?  

This verse doesn’t imply Jesus enjoyed suffering. We see the opposite reaction in the 

garden of Gethsemane. However, he endured suffering because he knew he’d be 

with his Father and be crowned to reign with glory, if he persevered in this last trial. 

APPLY : How do you feel after reading Hebrews 11 – i.e. how does reading 

about people who have been sawn in half, stoned to death and killed by 

the sword because of their faith in God spur you on to stand firm in Christ? 

• What would it look like for you to endure in your current sufferings? 

• In 12:1 we’re called to throw off hindrances and sin that entangles, so 

we can run the race. What’s stopping you from running the race at the 

moment? What’s stopping you from throwing those things off? 

PRAY TO END: Praise God for these believers who endured in trusting to 

him, even though they didn’t yet receive what they were waiting for. Pray 

we would endure and run the race to the end, fixing our eyes on Jesus.  

(By the way, if you want to hear about more current martyrs and be 

inspired by their witness, check out these books: Fair Sunshine by Jock 

Purves, Foxe’s Book of Martyrs by W. Grinton Berry)  
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City  of god  4-8 NOV  

DI RECTI ON : At Salt Church, we want to read the bible in context, so we can 

properly see the meaning of part of the bible. We look at its literary context 

(what the sentences around it and the book it’s in mean), historical context 

(who it was written to and when), and its biblical context (where it fits in 

God’s unfolding plan in history). Today we’ll focus on that last context (aka 

biblical theology) and trace a theme across the bible’s story of God saving 

people and revealing himself. We’ll explore ‘the City of God’, so we’d 

understand better God’s plan for His people and our hope to come. 

PRAY  to start: Heavenly Father, help us to be good readers and 

interpreters of your words to us, knowing they are life, hope and good 

news. Help us respond well to what you’ve revealed, finding our hope in 

Jesus and the promises found in Him alone. Thanks for our time together 

and we pray it’d be profitable for our salvation and godliness. Amen 

LAUNCH: What’s your favourite city in the world and why? 

One of the big ideas that comes up in Hebrews 10-13 is ‘the City of God’. 

To better understand what that is we’re going to trace a theme across the 

bible today and compare 2 cities: the City of God and the City of Sin / 

Humanity. We’ll look at heaps of bible verses today, so let’s just skim them. 

1. The City of Sin / Humanity 

Read Genesis 4:17 and Genesis 11:1-9 

• What do these passages suggest about humans and cities? What is the 

purpose of cities? Can you think of other wicked cities in the Bible? 

Note for later that the Hebrew word for Babel, is the same word for Babylon. 

2. The City of God 

Read Psalm 48 

• What do you notice about this city? 
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Read 2 Kings 25:8-11 

• What happened to the city of God? Why do you think that happened? 

Israel disobeyed their God so were sent into exile as judgement to pay for their sin. 

They should have been living like God’s people in the City of God, but instead God’s 

City had become the City of Sin / Humanity. 

3. The Future of… the City of Sin / Humanity 

Read Revelation 17:1-6, 18:1-8, 19:1-3 

• What will happen to the City of Sin / Humanity? Why will that happen? 

4. The Future of… the City of God 

Read Isaiah 65:17-25, Hebrews 11:8-10, 11:16, 13:11-14, Revelation 21:1-5 

• What will happen to the City of God? What is the nature of this City? 

APPLY : How does this good news about your future make you feel?  

• How should we respond to this great hope? 

• What does it look like when we put our hope in Babylon / Kingdoms of 

this world rather than the New Jerusalem / City of God? 

• How does this spur you on to share the gospel with people who aren’t 

yet part of the City of God? 

PRAY TO END: Give thanks for such a great hope. Ask God to help us hope 

in the future city, rather than that which will ultimately be destroyed. Ask 

God to help us be bold in sharing the gospel and to be merciful in bringing 

more people into His City before He destroys the City of Sin / Humanity. 
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HEB 12:1 - 17  1 1 - 1 5 NOV  

DI RECTI ON : Jesus is the author and perfector of our faith. So we ‘look to 

him’ and ‘consider him’ (v1-2). Why? ‘So that you will not grow weary and 

lose heart’ (v3). One of the things that might lead us to become weary is 

when we face opposition for being Christians (v3). Another is when we 

experience the discipline of God, in whatever form that takes (v5-11). So 

therefore we need to act (v12-17), ultimately by focusing on Christ. 

A note on discipline: it usually has negative connotations, yet for Christians 

it’s necessary, expected and positive. It’s the idea of training and correction 

as opposed to punishment. This topic might awaken old or even current 

experiences for some in your group, with abusive relationships, emotional, 

sexual and/or physical. Just be mindful of that in the way the group talks 

about discipline. If you think someone in your group would benefit from 

talking more encourage them to speak with Andy, Geoff or Tim, to get in 

touch with the care team (care@saltchurch.info) or encourage them with 

verses like these: Gen 50:20, 2 Cor 1:3, 2 Cor 12:9-10, Rom 8:28-30. 

PRAY  to start: Father, our knowledge of discipline has been influenced 

by the world. Let us know what true biblical discipline is from this part of 

the bible, so we can endure and not grow weary. Amen.  

LAUNCH: What are your first thoughts when hear the word ‘discipline’? 

Read Hebrews 12:1-17 

OBSERVATI ON & MEANING:  

• In v1-3, what has Jesus done for us? What does his example encourage 

us to do? 

Jesus is the foundation (author) and the improver (perfector) of our faith. He 

endured opposition from sinners at the cross, and persevered to the end. That is an 

example to us, which spurs us to make sure we don’t grow weary and lose heart 

and give up on following Christ. 

• What do you think ‘discipline’ means in v5-11?  
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• What does the father and children metaphor show? 

• What is the purpose of God’s discipline of us?  

The words for discipline in verses 5-11 are the Greek word paideia. It’s the idea of 

being corrected; not infliction or punishment, rather corrective or educational 

discipline, with a goal in mind. In a nutshell, discipline is a way God makes us more 

like Him, so we share in His righteousness and holiness. It’s actually a sign of His 

love for us, because He only disciplines His children, but He punishes His enemies.  

• What do you think it looks like to do / not do all the things in v14-17, 

e.g. strengthen your feeble arms, etc? 

If you’re confused by v17 you could chase up Genesis 25:29-34. Esau’s tears come 

because he didn’t have an opportunity to repent and get back his blessing – his 

actions were godless, and he wasn’t able to undo the impact of them. 

APPLY : Do you feel weary in following Christ at the moment? 

• Do you welcome God’s discipline of you? How can we encourage each 

other to keep persevering in the face of discipline? 

• This week how can you do / not do the things in v12-17? 

PRAY TO END: Praise God for Christ, the author and perfector of our faith. 

Pray we would not grow weary and lose heart but would endure to the end 

when we face opposition or experience God’s Fatherly discipline. 
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HEB 12:1 8-29  1 8-22 NOV  

DI RECTI ON : At Mt Sinai God spoke to Israel to make a covenant and give 

laws; the sight was terrifying (v18-21). Now God’s people have come to a 

greater mountain, Mt Zion, aka the throne room of God in the heavenly 

realms where the church is gathered (v22-24). Since we have come to the 

heavenly church (it’s past tense), that says something profound about 

Church – that we express, experience and participate in the Heavenly 

Church every time Salt Church gathers at 275 Kiera St on a Sunday. One 

day we’ll experience and participate in it for eternity at Christ’s return –  

if (v25) we don’t refuse God’s voice. Those who refused to listen to God at 

Mt Sinai didn’t escape judgement. How much more will people be judged 

who aren’t covered by Christ’s blood or who don’t heed God’s warnings to 

us now! We, however, are part of God’s eternal unshakable kingdom (v26-

27), so we’re called to worship God with thanks, reverence and awe (v28). 

PRAY  to start: God help us to see reality the way you do and to worship 

you the way you want and deserve to be worshipped. Amen 

LAUNCH: What’s the best place you’ve ever visited? 

Read Hebrews 12:18-29 

OBSERVATI ON: This is about getting an overview of what the passage says. 

• What event is v18-21 describing? What does it say about that event? 

See Exodus 19:16-22, 20:18-21 if you want to chase this up. 

• There’s another ‘mountain’ God’s people have ‘come to’ in v22-24. 

What are the differences between the 1st (v18-21) and 2nd (v22-24)?  

MEANI NG: This is about deciding what big idea/s the author is explaining to us 

• What do you think it means that we ‘have come to’ (past tense) all the 

things in v22-24? 

• Do you agree or disagree with this statement: “every time Salt Church 

gathers on a Sunday we experience and participate in v22-24” 



15 

• From v25-29, why are we told all this? What are we meant to do? 

We’re warned to listen to God and not to refuse His voice. The world will be shaken 

(aka destroyed) but the kingdom we’re in is unshakable. So make sure you listen to 

God and stay in that kingdom! Also, make sure you worship the God of that 

kingdom the way He wants to be worshipped – acceptably, with reverence and awe. 

• What do you think ‘acceptable worship’ looks like? 

We don’t get rules about worship here, e.g. ‘do this’, ‘don’t do that’. Instead we get 

told what attitude to bring to God: thankfulness, reverence and awe. The rest of the 

NT fills out this picture too: we worship in spirit and truth (John 4:24), doing God’s 

will (Rom 12:1), etc. Also, if you remember back to Leviticus 10:1-3, Aaron’s sons 

were burned by fire for offering un-acceptable worship, which is worship where we 

decide how God wants to be treated rather than listening to what He commands. 

APPLY : This is about reflecting on how the passage impacts your life – your 

head (beliefs), heart (emotions) and hands (actions). 

• How can we be more thankful to God? 

• How can we grow in our awe of God? 

• How can we worship God with reverence? 

• How might your actions change if you valued Church like God does? 

• Are there parts of life where you’re refusing to listen to God’s voice? 

• Where and how does God speak to us now? 

PRAY TO END: Praise God that we can worship Him and do belong to the 

Heavenly Church, Mt Zion, City of God, unshakable kingdom! Pray God 

would help us listen to His voice, and so worship Him with more and more 

thankfulness, reverence and awe. 
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HEB 1 3:1 -25  25-29 NOV  

DI RECTI ON : After tough verses and heavy warnings, Hebrews closes with a 

bunch of super practical ways to love God and love others – a whole spray 

of ways to persevere and live the life of the kingdom to come now.  

PRAY  to start: That we would live the life of the kingdom to come now.  

Read Hebrews 13:1-25  

OBSERVATI ON & Meaning : v1-6 has 5 commands. Split into pairs to look at 

1 each. Answer these questions then share your answers with the group: 

o What does it mean? 

o Why is it important? 

o How do you do it? 

o Do you think Salt Church is good at doing it? 

• What are we meant to do in v7-9?  

To stand firm on biblical teaching and behaviour. The writer is encouraging his 

readers to believe and behave like their leaders. 

• In the middle of commands about leaders and teaching, why do you 

think it mentions Jesus in v8? 

Jesus is our ultimate leader. In his teaching, character, and leadership of his church, 

he is perfect and unchanging, the same ‘yesterday, today and forever.’ 

• If Jesus has ‘made us holy by his blood’ (v12) sacrificed once for all time 

in our place, why are we still told to offer sacrifices to God in v15-16? 

Jesus’ ‘once for all’ sacrifice for sins ended the need for animal sacrifices from the OT 

law to deal with sin. We still offer up ‘sacrifices’ though in response. Sacrifices of 

praise to our God, doing good and sharing with others.  

• In v17, again we’re told about leaders. What are we meant to do? Why? 

How are you going at doing this with all your leaders at Salt Church? 
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• How does v20-21 pick up some of the themes of the whole book? How 

does it encourage you as you try and persevere as a Christian? 

APPLY : This is about reflecting on how the passage impacts your life – your 

head (beliefs), heart (emotions) and hands (actions). 

• From all the commands and instructions we’ve looked at today, which 

2 in particular do you need to pursue more? How will you do that? 

• What’s something you’ll take away from the Hebrews series, either 

from Hebrews 10-13 or from the whole book? 

• To finish (if you have time) split into pairs and try to memorise v20-21. 

PRAY TO END: Pray v20-21 for each other and for Salt Church. 
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F I N I SH I NG UP  2-6 DEC 
DI RECTI ON : Have a Christmas party with your group to end the year! The 

reason we have Small Groups is so we can help each other know God 

better and learn to love each other like He’s loved us. As you finish up for 

the year – or maybe even finish as a group – take the chance to reflect on 

how God’s grown you in your relationship with Him & each other. 

Fyi groups normally finish up in early Dec rather than later on because:  

1. It’s way better for the vibe of your group to finish well, with people 

coming & wanting more, rather than limping to the end of the year 

with people slowly dropping off. That’s painful for everyone! 

2. December’s a full time for lots of people with shopping, holidays, 

Christmas parties. So beat the rush & get in early! 

If your group’s finishing up altogether, or if people might change groups 

next year, think through ending well. Chat with your Coach & check out ‘It’s 

a Living Thing’ in chap 5 of Getting Started as a Small Group Leader for tips. 

reflect : Think back to when you first joined this group. How have you 

seen your relationship with God grow this year? 

• How have you seen your relationship with other people here grow? 

• How have you seen someone else in our group grow as a Christian? 

Plan: As we finish up meeting for the year, what can you do: 
• To keep growing as a Christian over summer and into next year? 

• To help others in this group keep growing as Christians over summer? 

PRAy : Spend time thanking God for how He’s grown us to know Him better 

and taught us to love each other like He loves us this year. 

Ask for God’s help to grow over summer and next year, so that we’d all 

know, love & trust Him more at the end of next year than we did this year 
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Now may the God of peace, who through the blood of the  

eternal covenant brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great 

Shepherd of the sheep, equip you with everything good for doing his will, 

and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ,  

to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen 

Hebrews 13:20-21 


