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UNSTOPPABLE : Acts 1 -8 
At Salt we’re praying to see a flood of lifelong disciples of Jesus across the 

Illawarra and beyond. That’s not a mission we invented. It’s the mission 

Jesus sends us on. It’s the story of Acts – of God’s unstoppable mission. 

Today the church is under fire, numbers are declining, Jesus is less and 

less relevant to our culture, it’s hard to be on Mission. So we need to see 

from Acts that the message we believe and hold out to the people of the 

Illawarra is unstoppable. 

 

Ser i es breakup 
DATE I n small group At salt church 

12-16 Jul Acts 1:1-11  

19-23 Jul Acts 2:1-47  

26-30 Jul Holy Spirit in Acts Grow: Fri 30 July, 7pm 

2-6 Aug Choose your own  

9-13 Aug Acts 4:1-31  

16-20 Aug Acts 4:32-5:11 Send Village Church: Sun 22 Aug 

23-27 Aug Acts 5:12-42  

30 Aug – 3 Sep Acts 6:1-7 Why I Believe: Fri 3 Sep 

6-10 Sep Acts 6:8-7:60  

13-17 Sep Acts 8:1-40  

20 Sep – 3 Oct Break  

4-10 Oct Salt Away Topic Salt Away: Sat 9 to Sun 10 Oct 
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SER I ES GOALS 
As a result of this series, we want all of us at Salt Church to... 

1. Be confident that the gospel is unstoppable, because God is 

sovereign over his mission. 

2. Understand the age we’re in: that we continue God’s work while we 

wait for Jesus Christ’s return, in some similar and some different 

ways to the time of Acts. 

3. Understand the role of the Holy Spirit in mission: to give spiritual 

life (aka spiritual baptism) to people who were unbelieving, and 

then to empower, strengthen, guide and grow Christians (aka 

being filled with the Spirit) to live like and share about Jesus. 

4. Expect and willingly embrace opposition for Jesus’ sake. 

5. Pray that God might graciously save many in the Illawarra and 

beyond, and share the gospel with more conviction, confidence 

and boldness than we currently do. 

OVERVI EW OF ACTS 
How Luke and Acts fit together 

Acts is the sequel to Luke; both are written by the same author and for a 

Gentile Christian, Theophilus. The focus of volume 1 (Luke’s Gospel) is to 

show us the historical Jesus, who is the promised Saviour and King, who 

had to ‘suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at 

Jerusalem’ (Luke 24:46-47). The focus of volume 2 (Acts) is the next stage of 

God’s work through His Son, as His gospel spreads and the Church grows.  

The book is often called the “Acts of the Apostles”, but that’s not a helpful 

description. Luke’s way less interested in highlighting the Apostles and far 

more interested in the ongoing ministry of Jesus, who works in the world 

by His Spirit, and who’s actively saving people through gospel about Him. 

Luke reminds Theophilus: ‘In my former book… I wrote about all that Jesus 

began to do and to teach until the day he was taken up to heaven’ (Acts 1:1-2). 

Acts tells us the ministry of Jesus hasn’t ended; it’s only just begun!  
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The Structure of Acts 

The last thing Jesus says to his disciples before ascending is: ‘you will receive 

power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (1:8). 

This is both the mission statement and the structural key to the book.  

Acts is the story of how the gospel is sent out, carried by messengers, 

empowered by the Holy Spirit. As a big picture overview, Chapters 1-7 

record the unstoppable gospel’s impact throughout Jerusalem, despite the 

rise of opposition. Chapters 8-12 show the gospel’s impact into Judea, 

Samaria and eventually into the Gentile world. Chapters 13-28 focus on 

Paul’s three missionary journeys, where the gospel travels all the way to 

Rome. The book ends there, but the preaching of the gospel doesn’t. 

This fuller breakdown of Acts comes from David Peterson. He shows how 

these 8 sections in Acts conclude with a statement about the main theme 

of Acts – the relentless growth and advance of the gospel / the word, which 

comes as God and His Church overcome external and internal threats. 

1. The Mission Plan of the Risen Lord (1:1–14) 

2. The Word in Jerusalem (1:15–6:7) 

3. The Word Goes Out from Jerusalem (6:8–9:31) 

4. The Word Advances in Judea and Syria (9:32–12:25) 

5. The Word Goes to Cyprus and Asia Minor (13:1–16:5) 

6. The Word Goes to Europe (16:6–18:22) 

7. The Word in Ephesus: Climax of Paul’s Mission (18:23–20:38) 

8. Paul’s Final Journey: To Jerusalem and Rome (21:1–28:31) 

 

The Big Message and Point of Acts 

The history recorded by Luke shows again and again the intense 

opposition and persecution God’s people face, yet how the message they 

preach continues to go out and cannot be stopped. They carry the news: 

‘God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah’, and 

‘Salvation is found in no-one else, for there is no other name under heaven 

given to mankind by which we must be saved’ (2:36, 4:12). 
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That news rings out to the ends of the earth, and it is unstoppable. The 2 

big messages of Acts are that 1) the gospel is unstoppable, and 2) that God 

is at work acting through His people. God will save through the message of 

Jesus, the Church will grow and be strengthened in spite of seemingly 

overwhelming persecution and potential divisions. This growth is inevitable 

because God cannot be stopped. Incredible pictures of the spread of the 

gospel and growth of the church come as summaries all throughout Acts: 

 ‘About 3000 were added to their number that day’ (2:41) 

‘So the word of God spread’ (6:7) 

‘the church throughout Judea, Galilee & Samaria enjoyed a time of peace’ (9:31) 

‘The Lord’s hand was with them, and a great number of people believed and 

turned to the Lord’ (11:21) 

‘So the churches were strengthened in the faith & grew daily in numbers’ (16:5) 

The book ends with Paul under house arrest in Rome, which is the centre 

of the Gentile world. Luke tells us: ‘For two whole years Paul stayed there… 

and welcomed all who came to see him. He proclaimed the kingdom of God 

and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness and without 

hindrance!’ (Acts 28:30-31). In 1 sense, the gospel has reached the ends of 

the earth: from the Jewish capital Jerusalem to the Gentile capital Rome.  

But in another sense, the work has only just begun… 

Today the church is under fire, numbers are declining, Jesus is less and 

less relevant to our culture, it’s hard to be on Mission. So we need to see 

from Acts that the message we believe and hold out to the people of the 

Illawarra is unstoppable. 
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Bonus: Other Big Themes 

As well as that overarching point and the themes that make it up, there’s a 

number of other important themes in Acts for us to learn from. 

● The need to trust the sovereign God will always fulfil His purposes. 

● The need to call on Christ alone for salvation. 

● Jew and Gentiles full inclusion in the Church, and the necessity of unity. 

● Suffering and opposition as the normal expectation for those who 

witness to Jesus. 

● Understanding Peter’s and Paul’s ministries in founding the church, 

and hearing their words (as well as those of the other biblical writers) 

across the rest of the NT as the words of the risen Lord Jesus. 

● Understanding the age we’re in: we continue the Lord Jesus’ mission 

while we wait for his return. 

● Understanding the role of the Holy Spirit in mission: to give new birth / 

spiritual baptism to people who were unbelievers, and then to 

empower, strengthen and guide Christians to share about Jesus. 

● Understanding how to read Acts: as descriptive history of a unique 

moment in salvation history, rather than a proscriptive explanation of 

what to expect the Christian life or mission to look like. 

● Realising Acts doesn’t teach ‘hyper-calvinism’, loosely defined (at it’s 

worst) as the idea that: since God will save people, therefore I don’t 

need to do anything, God will save without me. Instead, people are 

involved in all the things that happen in Acts. God Acts through His 

people – God is sovereign, but chooses to work in and through His 

people, and so we are responsible for our actions and decisions. 
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Acts 1 :1 - 1 1   1 2- 16 Jul   

DI RECTI ON : Acts is about the risen and ascended Jesus pouring out His 

Spirit to empower the preaching of the gospel to Jerusalem, Judea and 

Samaria and to the ends of the world. Through this gospel Jesus will call 

people to repentance to find forgiveness for their sins. This is God’s 

mission in the world until Jesus returns again. This first section of Acts sets 

up the themes and ideas for the rest of the book. As we launch into Acts, 

we’re also launching our 3-2-1 Cards as a way to help us be intentional in 

praying for and talking with people we know, who don’t yet trust Jesus. 

Pray to start: As we start reading Acts, ask God to lift our eyes to see 

what He’s doing in the world & how we fit into that. 

LAUNCH: Tell me everything you know about Acts. Go! 

Read Acts 1:1-11 

I nto the passage : 

• What do we learn about Luke and his purpose in writing Acts? 

• Compare Luke 1:1-4 with Acts 1:1-2, and Luke 24:45-49 with Acts 1:3-8. 

What do you notice? 

• Acts 1:8 is a key to unlocking the structure of the book. From this verse 

what can we expect to read about in the book of Acts? 

• Look at these verses to see this happen. What do you notice? 

o Acts 2:5, 14 

o Acts 8:1, 4-5 

o Acts 11:19-21; 13:46-47; 28:30-31 

• God’s builds His church as people preach the gospel through the Holy 

Spirit’s power. Look at these verses to see it. What do you notice? 

o Acts 2:41 

o Act 4:31 

o Acts 5:41-42 

o Acts 6:7 

o Acts 9:31 

o Acts 16:4-5 

Time Saver: 

skip this 



• In your words, what would you say is Luke’s purpose in writing Acts? 

APPLY : Sometimes what we look for as we read the bible shows what’s 

important to us. Does the start of Acts highlight any clashes between what 

God is on about and what you’re on about? 

• What encouragement do you take from these verses today? 

3-2- 1  CARDS: Watch the ”3-2-1” video 

Use the link or in YouTube search for “Geoff Ackman” and pick “3-2-1” from the video list. 
We’re going to use these 3-2-1 cards throughout our series in Acts to help us be 

intentional in praying for and talking with people we know, who don’t yet trust Jesus. 

• Take 5 minutes to think of people and write their names on your card. 

If you can’t think of them all, take this home and write more later. 

• (With whatever time you have left) - Split into pairs, share about one or 

more of your people, and pray for them.  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpVViYLt-TgujQWA98TZxYg/videos


9 

Acts 2:1 -47  1 9-23 JUL  

DI RECTI ON : Pentecost marks the beginning of a new era, the last days. It’s 

an era where Jesus pours out His Spirit to empower people to share that 

Jesus is the Lord, and to call people to put their trust in Jesus so they might 

be saved. Peter’s speech leads to 3000 people saved and a community 

radically transformed. Acts 2 breaks into 3 main sections. 2:1-13 describes 

the event of Pentecost, in 2:14-36 Peter explains the event by interpreting it 

through the OT, then 2:37-47 describes the effects of the event. 

There’ll probably be lots of questions in your group about the work of the 

Holy Spirit from these verses. Those are good questions to have! That’s 

why you’ll spend all next week talking about Holy Spirit’s work in Acts and in 

our lives now. So, take this week to get the big picture of Pentecost, and 

encourage people to make a note of questions to come back to next week. 

Let’s check in on our friends. Has anyone been able to take 

a next step? Is there anything we can celebrate or pray for? 

Is there a conversation you hope to have this week; what do 

you think you’ll say?  

launch: Some people say Acts is mostly descriptive (it describes what 

happens when the gospel 1st goes out), and others that it’s prescriptive (it 

prescribes / specifies what happens every-time the gospel goes out), and 

others some combo of both. Which option would you pick? 

I nto the passage :  

• Read Acts 2:1-13. What happens on the day of Pentecost? 

• Read Acts 2:14-36. Peter explains this event by unpacking a bunch of 

meaty OT passages. We’re going to tackle them, in pairs. The question 

is: what point is Peter making by quoting this verse? 

o Joel 2:28-32 (in 2:16-21) 

o Psalm 16:8-11 (in 2:22-32) 

o Psalm 110:1 (in 2:33-36) 

3-2-1 

Time Saver: read 2:14-36 

& ask what stands out, 

but don’t look into the OT 

passages. Just get a vibe. 
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Joel 2 – in v17 the ‘last days’ is marked by the Spirit being poured out on all people 

regardless of gender, age, status. Peter is saying that’s what just happened at Pentecost. 

The ‘last days’ have begun and will continue until the glorious day of the Lord (the day of 

final judgment). In these last days people can call on the name of the Lord and be saved.  

But which ‘Lord’ do people call on? The next quote shows us. 

Psalm 16 – Peter connects Jesus’ resurrection with God’s promise to David that the Christ 

/ Messiah would not be abandoned to the grave and held forever by death. Peter argues 

that Jesus’ resurrection proves Jesus is, without a doubt, the long-awaited Christ the Lord. 

But if Jesus is the Lord, what is Jesus doing as Lord? The next quote shows us. 

Psalm 110 - Peter connects Jesus’ ascension with his identity as the Lord at God’s right 

hand. The Lord Jesus reigns in power and has received from God the promised Spirit, 

which Jesus just poured out at Pentecost. So, Pentecost is proof Jesus is reigning and 

ruling as Christ the Lord AND that Jesus can give the Spirit to grant people forgiveness of 

their sins AND that Jesus can give the Spirit to empower bold sharing of the gospel. 

So given all this, Peter says ‘Repent and receive the Holy Spirit yourselves’. 

Read Acts 2:37-47 

• What impact does it have on you to read about 3000 people being 

saved and a community radically transformed by the gospel?  

• Do you think this sort of transformation happens today? Why, why not? 

apply : Back to our launch question – do you think the Day of Pentecost is 

descriptive, prescriptive or a bit of both (and if both, in what ways both)? 

• Does Acts 2 make you love and admire Jesus more? Why, why not? 

PRAY TO END: Praise God that He has kept all His promises. Pray that the 

people on our 3-2-1 cards will ‘call on the name of the Lord and be saved’, 

‘before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord’ (2:20-21) 
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HOLY  SPI R I T I N Acts  26-30 JUL  

DI RECTI ON : This week looks at the Holy Spirit’s work in Acts. Historically this 

has been a mind field for Christians, with lots of disagreement! It might be 

the same in your Small Group or it might not. The key this week is together 

and respectfully, to wrestle with what God’s word actually says in order to 

learn the truth, asking that ‘the glorious Father may give you the Spirit of 

wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better’ and ‘so that you may 

live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every way’ (Eph 1:17, Col 1:10). 

Let’s check in on our friends. Has anyone been able to take 

a next step? Is there anything we can celebrate or pray 

for? Is there a conversation you hope to have this week; 

what do you think you’ll say?  

LAUNCH: Have you ever felt dry or lifeless in your Christian life? What do 

you think contributed to that? 

I NTRO: Today we’re looking at 2 big things the Holy Spirit does in Acts. 

* Note: another key thing the Holy Spirit does in Acts is ‘fill’ people. But we’ll look at that 

in Acts 4:1-31, so you can leave it until then; these 2 topics will more than fill your time! 

BAPTISM 

Read Acts 1:4-5, 2:17-, 2:38-39, 10:44-48, 11:15-17 

• What different expressions describe the Spirit’s work in these verses? 

Gift of (1:4, 2:38, 10:45, 11:17), baptised with (1:5, 11:16), came on (10:44, 11:15), 

poured out on (2:17, 10:45), received (10:47). 

• What do you think they each mean? Are they different ideas, or 

different ways to describe the same idea? 

• Who is this work of the Holy Spirit available to? How do you get it? 

• What do you think of this statement from John Stott 

Is this promised “gift” of the Spirit the same as the “baptism” of the Holy Spirit? 

Those who say no, who believe that the “gift” and the “baptism” are distinct, go 

on to teach that the “baptism” is a second and subsequent experience… those 

who believe that the two are identical… regard this “baptism” as something 

that all Christians have had.  John Stott, Baptism and Fullness, p 28 

3-2-1 
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• Apply: Do you ever feel inferior to other Christians – like you’re a 

‘second class’ Christian or not a ‘real Christian’ or ‘missing out’? When 

does that happen for you? How does what we’ve seen comfort you? 

How can you remember these truths when you feel that way? 

SPEAKING IN TONGUES 

• Read Acts 2:1-13; 8:14-17; 10:44-48; 19:1-7 

• What do you think ‘speaking in tongues’ means in 

these verses? 

• What does ‘speaking in tongues’ result in or lead to? 

• Should all Christians expect this to happen for them? Why, why not? 

Extra Thoughts: some churches teach that Pentecost describes a ‘second’ baptism of the 

Spirit after conversion, which is: confirmed by the sign of speaking in tongues, available 

to all Christians who earnestly seek it, and brings a greater experience of the Spirit’s 

presence and blessing in our life. Acts 2 and 8:14-17 are often used to support this view 

of a ‘second’ baptism subsequent to conversion. However, if you carefully read each 

account where the Spirit is poured out in Acts (2:1-13; 8:14-17; 10:44-48; 11:13-18; 

19:1-7) it shows this pattern of ‘second’ baptism after conversion is not consistent, 

neither are tongues always presented as evidence of conversion or of ‘second’ baptism, 

nor are those who speak in tongues always those who’ve earnestly sought after it. 

So, if people receiving the Spirit and speaking in tongues sometime after their conversion 

doesn’t describe a ‘second’ baptism, what does it describe?? The big clue is when these 

moments occur - when the gospel first crosses a geographical or racial line. The evidence 

of the Spirit impacting people with the gospel is visibly shown at these points, to confirm 

to the Apostles and the early church that salvation has been accepted by outsiders. For 

the sake of the unity of the church and for the praise of God, God makes the Apostles 

first-hand witnesses of the Spirit coming on Samaritans and Gentiles, so they will treat 

them as fellow citizens in the Kingdom of God. So, the very reason God does this is - not 

to create a 2nd class of Christians that experience the full blessing of the Spirit - but to 

underline that all Christians are united in having the same full blessing of the one Spirit. 

• Apply: What could you do to have more times of joy and less times of 

spiritual dryness in your Christian life? How can we help each other?  

Time Saver: just 

do baptism in 

the Spirit, not 

tongues as well 
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Choose your own  2-6 AUG  

di recti on: Take this week to choose your own adventure. Some options… 

• Chat about what we heard at Grow on Friday night. 

• Continue your convo from last week about the Holy Spirit’s work. 

• Spend more time sharing and praying for people from the 3-2-1 cards. 

• Take it in turns to share your testimony of God saving you. 

• Grab a feed and have social fun times (more on that below) 

• Write your own bible discussion on a topic the group wants to explore 

(more on that below) 

Why ‘choose your own’  weeks: 

One downside of the way we unpack books at Salt is we move quick! You 

might have started a great chat in your group 1 week, but by the next 

we’ve moved on. This week is a chance to choose your own adventure – 

continue 1 of those chats or look at another topic / question / part of the 

bible your group wants to. Choose your own weeks can be great for your 

group digging into something that’s puzzling, troubling or exciting them. 

Soci al fun times: 

If you haven’t done a social / fun thing for a while you could use this week 

for that. See chap 5 & 6 of Getting Started as a Small Group Leader for tips 

on how to use these to grow your group, so you get more out of them. 

Do Your own bi ble di scussi on :   

Alternatively, if you want to continue a previous discussion or dig into 

another topic / question / part of the bible here’s how you could do that… 

Getting Ideas: 

A week before this, let your group know there’s a ‘choose your own’ week 

coming up. Collect ideas, like a topic / question / part of the bible they want 

to explore. Vote to find the most popular 1 & get prepping. 

 

http://www.saltchurch.info/wp-content/uploads/Getting-Started-as-a-Small-Group-Leader-v4-web.pdf
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Getting Prepped: 

Brainstorm where in the bible the topic / question comes up. Or for a part 

of the bible, read it a bunch of times to work out what it means. Ask your 

coach & other leaders if they know good places / what the passage means.  

If you feel more confident you can read up on the topic in a systematic 

theology / commentary (there’s a bunch upstairs at 275 Keira St to 

borrow). If you’re keen to learn more about the skill of creating studies, 

check out the book Writing a Small Group Study by Richard Sweatman. 

Packaging a Discussion: 

1. Use the COMA method: we often use it in these Bible Discussion 

Notes; it stands for: Context-Observation-Meaning-Application. 

2. Use the Swedish Method to read the passage & ask these questions:  

a. What stands out to you? 

b. What’s a question you have? 

c. What do you think the big point is? 

d. What do you think this will mean for your life? 

e. What from this passage can you share with someone else? 

3. Or just read a passage & ask ‘what do you reckon?’ & see where your 

discussion takes you. 

NEED HELP? 

You don’t have to have all the answers or be the expert to be a Small 

Group Leader, so don’t stress out for this week. Just get people into God’s 

word & let Him teach & transform us by His Spirit. Your Small Group Coach 

is always available & ready to give you help too. 

  

https://matthiasmedia.com.au/products/writing-a-small-group-study
https://www.saltchurch.info/wp-content/uploads/Swedish-Method-Info.pdf
https://www.saltchurch.info/wp-content/uploads/Swedish-Method-Icons.pdf
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Acts 4:1 -31   9- 1 3 AUG  

DI RECTI ON : Things have been going great in Acts so far. The gospel is 

proclaimed on the day of Pentecost and 3000 people are saved! But then 

the apostles hit opposition from the Jewish religious heavyweights for 

teaching about Jesus. Rather than falter in the face of this persecution, 

they boldly proclaim the gospel since they know God is sovereign over His 

mission. Even opposition cannot thwart God. The gospel is unstoppable! 

Let’s check in on our friends. Has anyone been able to take 

a next step? Is there anything we can celebrate or pray for? 

Is there a conversation you hope to have this week; what do 

you think you’ll say?  

PRAY  to start: For help to share the gospel with more conviction & 

boldness than we currently do. 

LAUNCH : Have you experienced opposition or hostility for speaking about 

Jesus with someone? What was that like? What impact did it have on you? 

Read Acts 4:1-31 

I nto the bi ble : What happens to Peter and John? Why does this happen? 

• What’s the main gist of Peter’s sermon about Jesus? 

At the heart of Peter’s message is declaring the death, burial and resurrection of the 

Lord Jesus Christ as the only means possible for people to be saved!  (4:12). 

• Coming back to our questions about the Holy Spirit – 

what do you think it means in 4:8 and 4:31 when it says 

Peter / people were ‘filled with the Holy Spirit’? 

Peter being filled by the Holy Spirit describes the power by which he 

answers – the power is God’s! 4:8 ties us back to 1:8, showing Peter is being a 

witness like Jesus had prepared him to be, through the Spirit. He received the Spirit 

at Pentecost (i.e. was baptised with the Spirit), and now is ‘filled’ with the Spirit (i.e. is 

empowered) for the task of declaring the gospel. This same filling is in 4:31 and 

results in all the people speaking the word boldly. So there’s a direct connection 

between the fullness of the Spirit and boldness in speaking the gospel. 

3-2-1 

Time 

Saver: 

skip this 
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• In 4:23-31 Peter and John are released from prison and 

head back to the other Christians to fill them in on what 

happened. In the face of growing opposition what do 

they ask God? How does God respond? 

Faced with opposition, the Christians pray for God to enable them to speak the 

word boldly and to keep drawing attention to the truth about Jesus. God responds 

by causing the place to shake and he fills them all with his Holy Spirit for that very 

task – so that all of them spoke the Word boldly. 

APPLY : How does Peter & John’s example challenge you? Encourage you? 

• How would you describe yourself when it comes to sharing the gospel?  

Would you say you are confident or fearful – why, why not? 

• What reasons does this passage give us to grow in our confidence to 

share the gospel? 

• How does this passage encourage you not to shrink back from talking 

to people about Jesus? 

• How do you respond to 4:12? Does it spur you to share about Jesus? 

PRAY  to end: 

Praise God that the gospel is unstoppable in the face of opposition.  

Pray we’d have the same attitude as the apostles when they say: ‘Which is 

right in God’s eyes: to listen to you, or to him? You be the judges!  As for us, we 

cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard. (4:19-20)’. 

 

 

  

Time 

Saver: 

skip this 
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Acts 4:32-5:1 1   1 6-20 AUG  

DI RECTI ON : Acts 4 gives another incredible picture of God’s grace at work, 

this time giving the church in Jerusalem unity, generosity and care for one 

another. But it’s followed immediately by Ananias and Sapphira lying to the 

Holy Spirit. God’s grace is powerful to change us, but we need to fight sin. 

This week is also a shorter passage, so it could be a good week for taking 

more time on the 3-2-1 updates and prayer. 

Let’s check in on our friends. Has anyone been able to take 

a next step? Is there anything we can celebrate or pray for? 

Is there a conversation you hope to have this week; what do 

you think you’ll say?  

PRAY  to start: Give us hearts that love and fear you Lord. 

LAUNCH: When have you faked it and got away with it? 

Read Acts 4:32-37 

I nto the passage :  

• What positive impact does God’s grace have on this new community of 

Christians? How does it affect their use of resources? 

• Do you tend to think of your possessions as ‘your own’ (4:32)?  

• What is one of your most prized possessions? If you had to give it 

away, how hard would you find that to do? Where would the strength 

to do that come from? 

• Do you think God’s grace is at work in Salt Church like it was in Acts 4? 

Why, why not? 

  

3-2-1 
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Read Acts 5:1-11 

• What is at the heart of Ananias and Sapphira’s sin? 

• Why do you think they are judged so harshly? 

Partly I think it’s a salvation-history moment thing: the church was new, young and 

fragile, so God wants to reinforce to Christ’s disciples in a very clear way how 

precious it is and how dangerous it is to mistreat it – it’s one thing for opponents of 

the gospel to undermine Christian unity, but quite another for Christians to 

undermine that. Also, the judgement shows how much God cares about genuine 

obedience. While this case in Acts is extreme, and not the norm, it’s a sobering 

reminder about the importance of living genuine and honest Christian lives, before 

God and before each other. This is what God has always cared about (see 1 Samuel 

15:12-23, Hosea 6:6, Micah 6:6-8). 

• What are some ways Christians can look on-the-outside like we’re 

being godly, but actually be faking it on-the-inside? Do you think God is 

ever fooled by this? 

• Break into pairs. What thing/s are you doing right now that you know 

God isn’t pleased with? 

Also, no sense being too ashamed or too proud to share this with a 

Christian brother or sister. God already knows, Jesus died to forgive 

this sin too, God gives us each other to help, bringing it into the open 

stops us believing Satan’s lies, God clearly wants us to change, and 

God’s grace is powerful enough to change us if we’ll fight sin with Him. 

PRAY TO END: Ask God to help you be generous and honest, and for 

forgiveness for the times when you have tried to fake it to Him or others. 
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Acts 5:1 2-42  23-27 AUG  

DI RECTI ON : Acts 5 – a mix of miracles and more opposition, which leads to 

this: ‘more and more men and women believed in the Lord’ (5:14). No 

matter what believers face, the gospel is unstoppable because sharing the 

good news about Jesus and calling people to respond to it is not an activity 

of human origin – it is from God, it simply cannot be stopped. 

Let’s check in on our friends. Has anyone been able to take 

a next step? Is there anything we can celebrate or pray 

for? Is there a conversation you hope to have this week; 

what do you think you’ll say?  

PRAY  to start: For a formidable courage to ‘obey God rather than 

human beings’ (5:29). 

I nto the passage :  

Read Acts 5:12-16 

• Why do you think the Apostles perform ‘signs and 

wonders’ and ‘heal’ people? What does it lead to? 

It confirms God is at work in the Apostles, so people praise God and respond to the 

gospel; that’s what happens - ‘more and more men and women believed in the Lord’ 

and ‘as a result’ more people come to be healed and hear the gospel. The same 

thing is said of the apostles in Acts 2:34, Heb 2:1-4, and of Jesus in Acts 2:22. 

• Do you think these kinds of miracles happen today? Why, why not? 

• Should all Christians expect to be able to do miracles? Why, why not? 

Read Acts 5:17-42 

• What different reactions do you see to the Apostle’s work? 

• Even though they face increasing opposition, what motivates the 

Apostles to keep sharing the gospel? 

3-2-1 

Time Saver: 

skip 5:12-16 

& questions 
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• Today in Australia Christians are seen not just as irrelevant but 

dangerous, church numbers are rapidly declining, there are many well-

organised angry powerful enemies of the gospel, and it’s harder to be 

a Christian than it used to be. How does 5:38-39 encourage you? 

• What do you make of Acts 5:41? Why do you think the Apostles ‘rejoice’ 

that they get to suffer shame / disgrace? 

See John 15:18-21, 1 Peter 4:13-14, 3:10-14. 

• Have you ever experienced ‘shame’ (aka humiliation, disgrace, loss of 

respect, dishonour, defamation) for being a follower of Jesus?  

• Did it stop you ‘teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is 

the Messiah’ (5:42)? How does the Apostle’s example spur you on? 

PRAY TO END: Pray for brothers and sisters around the world today who 

are suffering for the sake of the gospel, that God would strengthen their 

faith and enable them to press forward for the sake of ‘more and more’ 

men and women being saved. 

Pray from your 321 cards, that God might graciously cause these people to 

also be part of the ‘more and more men and women [who] believed in the 

Lord and were added to their number’ (5:14) 
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Acts 6:1 -7  30 AUG –  3 SEP  

DI RECTI ON: People all around Jerusalem have been saved as the gospel is 

preached. There’s been fierce external threats to the church, but now 

there’s an internal problem that threatens the church’s unity – Christians 

of one Jewish ethnic type are given preference over another. The way the 

disciples manage this crisis teaches us heaps about how to care for those 

in need, how to maintain Christian unity, how to serve, and why serving the 

gospel is the highest priority. Having successfully managed this problem, 

the word of God is again able to spread. 

Let’s check in on our friends. Has anyone been able to take 

a next step? Is there anything we can celebrate or pray 

for? Is there a conversation you hope to have this week; 

what do you think you’ll say?  

PRAY  to start: Give us hearts to love those in need. 

LAUNCH: What is the best way to serve at Salt? What is the most important 

role at Salt? Who is the most important servant at Salt? 

I nto the passage :  

Read Acts 2:42-47, Acts 4:32-35 

• What do you notice in these first descriptions of the Jerusalem Church? 

Read Acts 6:1-7 

• What problem is happening in the Church? Who is it affecting? What 

do you think is at stake? 

The ‘Hellenistic Jews’ are Jewish Christians who spoke only Greek, and ‘Hebraic Jews’ 

are Jewish Christians who spoke Aramaic (or Aramaic and Greek). Some widows 

being neglected in a community where it’s claimed ‘there was no needy person 

among them’ (4:34) would have been a problem, but this was potentially divisive as 

it was happening to a group with slight ethnic and cultural differences, and so it 

threatened to divide the Church’s unity and its ability to be on mission. 

3-2-1 
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• Why do you think the church was providing for widows in the 1st place? 

Check out Deut 24:17–22, Luke 21:1–4 and James 1:27 to see God’s particular care 

for the widow, who was very vulnerable in ancient societies. Also 1 Tim 5:3-16. 

• Have you ever experienced favouritism in a church – either receiving it 

or missing out on it? What did that feel like? What’s wrong with it? 

• What do you think ‘the ministry of the word’ means (6:2, 4)? 

• Why do you think the Apostles prioritise this? Do you think we should 

also prioritise this at Salt? How could we do that? 

Jesus had commissioned the Apostles to share and teach the gospel (1:8), but the 

Apostles also wanted a ministry of care for the needy to flourish in Jerusalem. 

• When the Apostles look for people to share in the work… 

o What role do you think they give to these men? 

o What kind of people do they look for? I.e. what do you think 

‘full of the Spirit and wisdom’ means (6:3)? 

o Is this relevant to you as you serve at Salt? Why, why not? 

• What is the outcome of the church carefully solving this problem?  

• If someone recorded a problem at Salt that needed careful thought to 

solve, what do you think they’d say? i.e. ‘In those days at Salt Church…’ 

 

• Who do you know that’s in need that you could 

care more for? What might (or does) hold you 

back from caring for them? 

• With your limited time and money, if you had to choose between 

practically caring for someone in need in the community or in Salt 

Church which would you pick? Why? 

• Read Galatians 6:9-10. Does this change your answer? Why do you 

think there’s a priority to ‘do good’ to Christians? 

PRAY TO END: Pray God might give us wisdom to best love and care for 

those in need among us without compromising the priority of gospel 

ministry so we might see God save many people.  

Time Saver: skip 

these 3 questions 
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Acts 6:8-7:60  6- 10 SEP  

DI RECTI ON : Stephen is falsely accused and put to death by people who 

value their human traditions over God’s truth. However, while you can bury 

God’s messengers, you can’t bury His message! 

Let’s check in on our friends. Has anyone been able to take 

a next step? Is there anything we can celebrate or pray 

for? Is there a conversation you hope to have this week; 

what do you think you’ll say?  

LAUNCH: Who would you take a bullet for / die for? 

I nto the passage :  

Read Acts 6:8-15 

• How do these verses describe Stephen’s character compared to those 

who oppose him? 

• Does it make you angry to see a godly Christian falsely accused? 

Read Acts 7:1-53 

• What seems to be the gist of Stephen’s speech? 

Despite God’s graciousness in calling them to be His people, 

Israel constantly rejected God’s messengers. Now the current 

Israelites killed Jesus too! 

Read Acts 7:54-60 

• Why do you think Stephen’s conclusion causes the Sanhedrin to 

respond with virtually uncontrollable rage? 

They think they’re defending God’s law to Moses, honouring the temple and pleasing 

God. But in fact, by rejecting God’s messenger, Stephen, and God’s Son, Jesus, they 

reject God, like their ancestors before them. They confirm their rejection of God by 

murdering Stephen, another messenger from God. 

3-2-1 

Time Saver: 

skip 7:1-53 

& questions 
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• In the face of approaching death Stephen gets a vision of heaven. How 

would this vision comfort Stephen?  How is it relevant for us? 

APPLY : What reality check do we get here about how some people will 

respond to the gospel? 

• How does this passage challenge our expectations of life if we are 

serious about telling people about Jesus? 

• Would you take a bullet / die for Jesus?  

• If you’re willing to obey & stand with Christ in a life-and-death moment, 

are you willing to obey & stand with Christ in small decisions too? 

PRAY TO END: We know the gospel will often be met with extreme hostility, 

so pray that you, Salt Church, and all of God’s people all over the world 

might not shrink back in fear but stand strong, full of the Holy Spirit, 

holding out the truth of Jesus for all to hear. 
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Acts 8:1 -40  1 3- 17 SEP  

DI RECTI ON : So far, Acts focused on the church in Jerusalem, where the 

Spirit empowers the gospel to be preached and many people are saved. 

Along with this is a constant rise in persecution, leading to Stephen’s death 

as the 1st Christian martyr. His death massively increased the persecution 

and caused the Christians to be scattered. This might have looked and felt 

like a disaster! But in God’s wisdom and sovereignty, that scattering is how 

the gospel spreads to Judea, Samaria (8:4-25) and a Gentile (8:26-40), just 

as God planned (1:8). Far from stopping God’s plans, persecution and even 

martyrdom is how God fulfils His plan to take the gospel to the nations. 

Last week checking in our friends. Let’s also praise God for 

prayers He’s answered over the last weeks, the courage 

He’s given us to pray for and speak with people, and the 

opportunities and words He has given us to speak. 

PRAY  to start: Give us hearts that are right before you God. 

LAUNCH: What impact has Acts 1-7 had on you? 

Context: What just happened to Stephen? Why did it happen? 

Read Acts 8:1-8 

I nto the passage :  

• What purpose does Stephen’s death play in God’s plans? 

Stephen’s death is tragic, and certainly not what any Christian would want for their 

future, but at the same time it’s part of God’s plans. It causes a great persecution to 

take place against the early church scattering them far and wide, which brings the 

gospel to Judea, Samaria and the Gentiles as Jesus commanded in Acts 1:8. 

• What does this fact show us about God’s power and control? 

 

3-2-1 
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Read Acts 8:9-25 

• Why do you think the Holy Spirit only came on the believers in Samaria 

when Peter and John arrived? 

The Samaritan race resulted from the mixed marriages of the 

Jews with the Assyrians after the Assyrian assimilation in 

722BC, which we looked at in our Hosea series. The ‘pure’ Jews 

looked down on the Samaritans as second class because they were no longer true 

Jews or heirs to God’s promises. In light of this history the Apostles Peter and John 

witness the Samaritans receiving the Spirit through faith in Jesus alone, without 

anything Jewish at all, as proof these are fellow citizens in God’s Kingdom. 

• What is wrong with Simon the Sorcerer’s request in 8:19? Why do you 

think he asks for that ability?  

• Do you ever similarly wish you could use God’s power for your own 

benefit? Or do you ever want to take some of God’s glory for yourself? 

Read Acts 8:26-40 

• Up until now we’ve seen the gospel preached to crowds in public. Here 

Philip engages in personal evangelism.  

What can we learn from Philip in the way he shares the gospel with the 

Ethiopian eunuch? 

PRAY TO END: Praise God for all He has taught us from Acts 1-8, and ask 

for His help to live it out. 

  

Time Saver: 

skip this 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If their purpose or activity is of human origin, it will fail. But if it is from God, you will 

not be able to stop these men; you will only find yourselves fighting against God.” 

(Acts 5:38-39) 

 

 

And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. 

(Acts 2:47) 


