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VINE CHURCH 

JOSHUA LEADER’S BOOK 
So the Lord gave Israel all the land He had sworn to give their fathers, and they took 
possession of it and settled there. The Lord gave them rest on every side according to all He 
had sworn to their fathers. None of their enemies were able to stand against them, for the Lord 
handed over all their enemies to them. None of the good promises the Lord had made to the 
house of Israel failed. Everything was fulfilled.  
-  Joshua 21:43-45 

 
The book of Joshua outlines Israel’s conquest of the Promised Land after being saved from Egypt and 
wandering the desert. Some of you might not like history. You might think that it is dull and that it has 
little relevance to our lives today. I would like to propose, though, that you put that scepticism aside and 
indulge in all the wonderfully practical theology that we will learn in Joshua. I am sure that once you start 
to delve into this magnificent book you will start to see that Joshua is all about our Lord who keeps his 
promises. It is this certainty that will radically shape, change, and direct our lives now to live in 
confidence loving our majestic and faith Lord more and more. More than this I think that we will see that 
it is the Lord who saves his people and that he does that through Christ! Strap in and get excited 
because the picture presented throughout Joshua will change your life if you don’t harden your heart or 
close your ears! 

Using These Notes and Studies 

As leaders of a Community Group you have the great privilege of guiding and facilitating people as they 
deal carefully with the scriptures. People will be challenged, nurtured, and changed (even from death to 
life) before your very eyes as you lead them throughout the year. This can be a somewhat daunting task 
even for the most experienced leaders. Praise God that he doesn’t leave us to do this on our own but 
works by His Spirit through His word to bring about these miraculous changes in his people. However 
this doesn’t mean that we don’t prepare diligently or love sacrificially in our roles as leaders. These 
notes that we have compiled are there to help you to prepare well so that we are teaching, exhorting, 
and encouraging carefully and persuasively from God’s word.  

The notes that we have provided will hopefully be helpful for you as you prepare to lead your group 
through some quite dense sections of scripture. With the notes as a bit of a backup don’t be afraid to 
spend some time thinking hard about what the Lord is really revealing to us in these sections. The 
questions that we have provided will help you to mine some of these sections a little deeper but don’t 
feel the pressure of answering every single question. Different groups will hit on different ideas and so 
allow them to investigate some of the areas that Jesus teaching brings up. (As a guide though the notes 
will help you to know what is good to spend time on or what is the main thrust of the passage. It might 
be helpful at times to move people on from a point that is not the main focus of what the author of 
Joshua is teaching or what the Lord is pointing us to see.)  

RESOURCES 

These notes have been compiled from a number of different sources. If you want to grab these or have 
a look at these for yourself we would encourage you to do that. Some things we will be able to copy and 
put up for you online but there is plenty that you could read on Joshua to help you lead these studies. 
Here are the ones that these notes mostly come from. 

Joshua: No Falling Words.    By Dale Ralph Davis 

Joshua      By Richard Hess 

The Book of Joshua    By Marten Woudstra 

According to Plan    By Graeme Goldsworthy 

If you would like access to any of these them please speak to Andy (andrew@vinechurch.com) and he 
will be able to give you these and other resources that will be helpful for your preparation. [The final title 
on the list there gives an overview of Biblical theology that will help us to read the OT in line with the big 
story of the Bible and see the significance of Christ throughout the Bible.] 
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Study 5 – Joshua 7 

Main Idea 

Sin has a destructive effect on our relationship with God. But it is not enough to frustrate his good 
promises. 

First Steps 

Israel has just won a great victory and they have seen the power of Yahweh’s judgment against the 
rebellious Canaanites. But we have also seen that he saves those who put their trust in him (Rahab). In 
the previous story the author had stressed that the people did everything that the Lord had commanded 
and so they had victory. This story in chapter 7 is the pair to the conquest of Jericho as it shows the 
consequences for disobedience. Furthermore, it is linked to the appearance of the warrior of the Lord’s 
army at the end of chapter 5. It shows the truth of his statement that it is not about whether the Lord is 
on the side of Israel but whether Israel is on the side of the Lord. We see quite quickly that disobedience 
to the Lord brings serious consequences.  

Note also that the interjection that appears in the previous story sets the focus for the two stories. It is 
obedience that Joshua stresses in 6:16-19 and the link to that is made in 7:1 as we are introduced to 
Achan who is the one who is disobedient. This introduction sets up the rest of the chapter and generates 
an expectation in our mind. How will the Lord deal with disobedience in the community of his people? 

The heart of this particular account centres on verse 12 (see structure below). The horrifying point of this 
account should not be the judgment on Achan but the withdrawal of Yahweh from the community of his 
people. This story takes a lot of time in the narrative because it is the first breach of Israel’s purity as a 
holy nation before God in the land he has given them. It brings the harshest judgment and punishment. 
This also serves as a warning against yielding to future temptations. In this way it foreshadows the exile 
and the removal of God’s presence from the temple (Ezekiel 10) on account of their failure to remain 
holy before the Lord.  

Themes 

Sin and punishment – the holy war theme in the previous chapter can sometimes get in the way of 
seeing that these two chapters are about obedience. Through this we see what the punishment is for 
sin. Sin here is characterized as disobedience. The Canaanites could technically have repented as the 
army of the Lord came to them. Instead they barred their gates and continued in their sinful 
disobedience. They are judged for this sin. But the people of God are held to the same standard and so 
when they are disobedient then they too are judged and punished. These are confronting chapters for 
us as we think through the impact of sin on our relationship with God. Paul in Romans shows us that all 
sin and fall short of the glory of God. So in other words, we are all in the same boat. We deserve the 
judgment that we see in these two chapters. This is a reminder of the seriousness of sin but it also 
shines a light on the grace of God in the Gospel. The gospel is only as great an act of forgiveness if you 
see the depths of your sin, its offence to God and its effect on your relationship with him.  

Structure 

v. 1 Yahweh’s wrath (burning) 

vv. 2-5 Disaster for Israel - defeat 

vv. 6-9 Leaders before Yahweh - perplexity 

vv. 10-12a Divine revelation of problem 

v. 12b Mid-point 

vv. 13-15 Divine instruction for solution 

vv. 16-23 Israel before Yahweh – clarity/exposure 

vv. 24-26a Disaster for Achan - execution 
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v. 26b Yahweh’s wrath (turned away) 

Working through the text 

7:1-5 – Evidence of Yahweh’s Wrath 

Straight away the narrator implicates all the Israelites in Achan’s sin. Here we see the concept on 
national solidarity, the notion that an individual’s acts affect the whole group. Achan’s sin brings defeat 
for the nation of Israel. Commentators are divided over whether Joshua’s actions were legitimate. Some 
say that he did the wrong thing in not inquiring of the Lord before attacking. Others say that he did the 
right thing in pushing on to take more land but that the problem was the sin of the people. I am more 
inclined to go with the second idea. This is because the very first verse sets the context for the rest of 
the chapter. The issue is that Achan sinned and that brought God’s judgment. We need not read too 
much more into the story than what it says at face value. To strengthen this idea as we go on in the 
story there is no rebuke of Joshua that he didn’t wait on the Lord’s command. Rather, He explains in vv. 
10-12 why the defeat has come on the people.  

Thus, we see that the narrative is framed in regards to Yahweh’s wrath against his people’s sin. This is 
the major category for the chapter (v.1) and so vv. 2-5 is not giving the reason for the people’s failure at 
Ai. The people have failed there because the Lord’s anger burned against them. 

It is also important to note that what happens to the people of Israel in the disobedience is exactly what 
happens to the Canaanites. Their hearts melt and they are defeated. So we are seeing that 
disobedience will lead to defeat and destruction not only for the Canaanites but also for Israel. It’s a dire 
situation. 

7:6-9 – Confusion under Wrath 

Their defeat at Ai was a shock, wholly unexpected. They had been standing on the promises and now 
this. Their anticipation from this event is that they will be wiped out. Joshua comes to the Lord in 
anguish and can be painted as a whining child. But this is unfair. We must remember that he doesn’t 
have the insight that we do at this point. He doesn’t know the information of verse 1 as we do. We have 
the reader’s edge and some inside information. All Joshua would have known would have been that 
they had just been smashed by a tiny, weak city. Destruction must surely follow as word gets out. 
Joshua’s complaint in v. 7 then is understandable. But it is completely different from the complaints of 
Israel in the wilderness wanderings (Num 14:1-3). These are words of despair, not unbelief. Joshua 
complains to God in prayer; complaining to God is not the same as complaining about God.  

In Joshua’s despair and confusion he makes one basic appeal in his prayer (v. 9). His argument 
involves the peril of Israel and the honour of Yahweh. Israel’s foes, Joshua prays, will cut off our name 
and then what will you do for your great name? If Israel perishes it will reflect on Yahweh’s reputation. 
He brings them out of Egypt only to have them be slaughtered in the Promised Land? How does that 
make his name great?  

One commentator puts it well, “We cannot urge a better plea than this, Lord, what wilt thou do for thy 
great name? Let God in all be glorified, and then welcome his whole will.” There are times when the 
people of God stand today in solidarity with Joshua’s Israel; that is, there are periods in which confusion 
strikes and we haven’t any idea what God is about (take today and the seemingly unstoppable march of 
secularism and moral relativity). We have no recourse but Joshua’s – anguished prayer to a mystifying 
God, pleading both our danger and his honour.  

7:12b – Threat of Yahweh’s Wrath 

It is important to note at this point the idea of corporate solidarity in sin and judgment. There is interplay 
in this passage between the one and the many. Achan is but one man and yet the nation is in view for 
the punishment. See verses 1, 11 and 15 with the formula that Israel has sinned but Achan … I suppose 
many twentieth-century western individuals might see all of this as unfair (especially in light of the 
judgment of Achan’s family). Naturally, we can complain. But we do better to fear. Fear because on 
man’s sin turned away God’s presence from a whole people. Fear because a man’s whole household 
was drawn into his punishment. We Christians generally have such tame views of sin; wrongly we have 
no paranoia over this contagious power (1 Cor 5, Acts 5:1-11).  

Let’s turn our attention now to the central verse of our passage. Hardly anything could be more 
frightening than to hear Yahweh threaten, ‘I will be with you no more, unless you destroy the devoted 
things from among you.’ Nothing is more crucial than the presence of Yahweh with his people (1:5, 9, 
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3:7, 10, 4:14, 6:27) as it is essential for their very existence. Now it is about to be taken away because 
of their sin. Nothing should disturb God’s people more than the loss of God himself from among them.  

The cost of God’s continued presence with the people is that they destroy sin and the things devoted to 
him. We cannot but see the shadow of the cross beginning to lurk over this story. We might ask the 
question though that: is the seeming absence of God in various segments of the church due to the 
unwillingness to purge evil from our midst by the costly practice of church discipline? Some churches 
are too vigorous and insensitive in their application of discipline but this should not mean that we 
abandon the practice altogether. The necessity of discipline does not cease because we are no longer 
in a theocratic society such as Israel. We would do well to remember the commands of the apostles (1 
Cor 51-13, 2 Thess 3:6-15), the destructive power of the Spirit (Acts 5:1-11), and Jesus patient warnings 
to the churches (Rev 2-3). Our problem though is that we prefer the tolerance of men to the praise of 
God and too easily shy away from loving discipline to thoughtless avoidance.   

7:10-15 – Revelation of Wrath 

In Wrath Yahweh remembers mercy, a mercy visible in the revelation of His wrath. God doesn’t leave 
Joshua and Israel to grope in the dark for the truth of the situation. Rather, he reveals to them the cause 
of his displeasure (v. 11). Behind such unwelcome disclosure shines the clear desire of god to restore 
his people to his favour. God refuses to allow his servant to remain comfortable in his sin. I believe there 
is a little hint of Leviticus 10 in the background here. God is showing himself to be holy and that he 
cannot possibly live with an unholy people. In Lev 10 he shows the same thing as some priests presume 
to approach him on their own terms. They are burned with fire because of their sin. Here the one who 
has seen fit to act out of his own greed is to be burned with fire. Why is this so? Because our God is a 
consuming fire of holiness (Heb 12:29) and will not let the guilty and disobedient go unpunished. Mercy 
in the face of judgment that is totally justified.  

Do you find this confronting? If so then maybe we need to understand more of sin to see just how 
offensive and disgusting it is before our loving and holy God.  

7:16-26 – Severity of Wrath 

Finally we see the severity of God’s wrath against Achan, his family, livestock, and possessions (vv. 24-
25). Such severity may raise questions or cause some disturbance for us, but we must ask why the 
severe penalty? V.15 clearly shows that the penalty is so severe because the sin is so serious. The 
severity of the judgment is an index to the enormity of the sin. Our problem here is – sinners that we are 
p we don’t think breaking Yahweh’s covenant is all that big a deal. We really cannot understand God’s 
wrath because sin does not bother us much. We are mystified because of our lack of understanding and 
so we are throw off when we read Jesus words to avoid sin at all costs (Matt 5:29-30). We are baffled 
because we don’t share Jesus alarm over sin. The testimony of Joshua 7 is that we can’t treat cancer 
with vitamin pills; it requires radical surgery. We may think cancer is not a big deal, but that does not 
alter God’s estimate.  

As the story unfolds there might be a few things that we can notice in addition to what we have already 
discovered. First, Achan is disobedient and wring in his confession. While he does acknowledge that he 
has sinned and he speaks clearly of the things that he has done (there are overtones of breaking the 10 
commandments [he covets] and having sinful desire like the woman in Gen 3) he is unrepentant. By 
confessing his sin Achan has given glory to God, for it entailed acknowledging God’s omniscience, 
sovereignty, truth, zeal and holiness. Significantly, Achan misnames the war plunder. His view of what 
was going on was wrong. He viewed the plunder of the city as having been earned by him. For him 
Jericho was a prize he earned, not something the divine King won. This is a spectacular 
misunderstanding and it reveals his heart in his disobedience. (Note how that is in direct opposition to 
Joshua’s words in 6:16-19.)  

Second, is that his family would most likely have been in on the whole thing. Families acted as units. 
They entered into covenants with God and also collectively broke those covenants. It is logical to note 
that Achan hid the plunder in his family tent with full knowledge of his family. We don’t want to push this 
too hard as the text doesn’t give us much to go on but we also don’t want to pretend that they were also 
innocent. They are punished as a family unit who had disobeyed the Lord’s direct command! 

Finally, we notice that a memorial has been set up to remind not only of salvation and rescue (4:1-10) 
but also to remind to judgment and holiness (7:26). God’s people were to pay heed to both reminders. 
What they must realize is that their God both judges and saves.  
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For us now? 

As mentioned above we begin to see the shadow of the cross stretching across this particular story. The 
Lord remains with his people only because of the sacrifice of his son Jesus. He is the one who takes the 
punishment for sin. He takes it in all its seriousness in order that we might once again be able to dwell 
with our holy God. Ephesians 2:1-10 encapsulates this beautifully. We were not following our Lord but 
we were rebelling against him. We were dead and completely unable to save ourselves. But when the 
love of God appeared he saved us. Not because we had done anything but because of his grace. His 
grace was taking the death sentence that we had earned. The flipside to this is that the thing that awaits 
the disobedient is exactly what Achan got. Judgment awaits those who have not been saved by the 
grace of Christ. This passage is a shot in the arm for me as I think about reaching out to my friends and 
family. I could not possibly allow them to drift towards judgment without saying something. Their only 
hope to be saved is Jesus sacrifice for them. Who am I to hold that back from them? 

Implications 

It is a challenging idea to think that my sin has an effect on the whole community. I think I have a lot to 
learn here  - God is not fitting in my easy individualistic little box. I know we are being ‘built together to 
become a dwelling in which God lives by his spirit’ Ep 2:22 (see also 1Peter 2:4-6) so our collective 
holiness matters, and that we are all members of the one church body; interdependent and connected to 
each other. So who we are and what we contribute (or not) impacts the body. But I often see my part in 
the church and my personal holiness journey as just that – personal; between me and God, rather than 
the community. I am praying through this and trying to allow the Gospel to impact my postmodern 
western point of view.  

I think I am excellent at covering up my sin. But what I do in secret, while being hidden from others, is 
not hidden from God. I have a tendency to down play the sin in my life that doesn’t seem to be hurting 
anyone. I say to myself, “This is only a little thing. Surely it isn’t too bad. Only I will know.” But this is very 
Achan-like thinking, isn’t it? Living this side of Jesus I am so familiar with God’s grace that I tend to 
forget his wrath – and what it cost him in order to turn that wrath aside from me. Joshua told Achan 
(v19) to give glory to God and confess what he had done. Praise God that I have the opportunity to 
confess & repent today to a forgiving God knowing that his righteous anger towards me has been turned 
aside through Christ! May I not take this for granted, but work all the more towards living a life worthy of 
his grace. This week I have also found it fruitful to confess my sin to a couple of close Christian friends. 
I’m convicted by the idea that we are in this Christian community together so I have allowed them to see 
the specific way my pride and selfishness is impacting my home life. Confessing sin to brothers and 
sisters is difficult and uncomfortable. It makes me vulnerable. But through this vulnerability and honesty I 
am liberated from feelings of guilt and shame. My sisters have not judged me but they have loved me. 
They have been quick to pray with me and for me. With God’s help (by his Spirit) and their 
encouragement I stand a greater chance of growing in holiness than if I continue living as though I have 
nothing to hide. 
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Study 6 – Joshua 9-10 
Main Idea 

Yahweh does not make peace with a sinful world but he will judge it. However, he will save his people 
from that judgment by his Son Jesus even though they aren’t deserving. 

First Steps 

The people have just routed Ai in the way that they were supposed to if it wasn’t for Achan’s sin. At the 
completion of their victory the people pile up a large number of rocks to act as a monument. This is the 
third time that they have done this so far in the book (at the crossing of the Jordan [4:4-9], Achan’s 
death [7:26], the defeat of Ai [8:29]). Each time they are remembering something different about the 
character of the Lord.  

Following their victory the people recommit themselves to the Law and offer sacrifices in order to be 
able to approach the Lord. Following these sacrifices Joshua reads all the Law to the people. He reads 
every single word of it for them to remind them of who God is and what he has done. Further he is 
reminding them of their mission and the great promise of God that is being fulfilled before their very 
eyes.  

One thing possibly to note from this previous section is that it was read in the presence of all that were 
there, including foreigners. Our chapters deal with the Gibeonites (foreigners) who come to make a 
treaty with the people. It may be that someone from Gibeon was indeed listening in and came home to 
tell the people that the Lord was going to drive them out of the land (possibly in the background of 9:24). 
Exodus 34:12, 15 are quite clear that Israel is not to make a treaty with the people of the land. Hence, 
this I think is why the Gibeonites come and pretend that they have come from far off. They knew that 
Israel couldn’t make a treaty with them 

This context of having just read the law should have prepared the Israelites to act in accordance with 
what it stipulates. The reason I think these two stories are put together is to highlight Israel’s failure. 
Amazingly, chapter 9 doesn’t once have the Lord speaking to the people. This is in stark contrast to the 
rest of Joshua where almost every action is taken because of the direction of the Lord.  

Themes 

Wisdom – the people stuff up by not testing what the people from Gibeon were saying. It is hard to tell 
how this would have turned out differently had they found out where they were from. One thing that we 
do see though is that Israel is growing up as a nation. They do not keep to the letter of the Law (kill the 
people in the Land) but think very carefully about their actions. They think carefully about the heart of the 
Law. The Israelites have gotten themselves into a less than ideal situation. They have made a treaty 
with the people of the land. However, in thinking carefully about what the law says they decide to stay 
committed to the treaty even though it has been gained by less than truthful means. Coming into the 
peoples thinking must have been the Lord’s commands with regards to vows (Deut 23:21-23). Instead of 
doubling down on their sin they remain committed to their vow that they have made in the name of the 
Lord. The people are careful not to break more of the law in their reaction. I think in this we see the wise 
leadership of the people in this particular case. They test their reaction to the deception against the word 
of God.  

Enquiring of the Lord – the main thing that the people do wrong is highlighted in the story for us by the 
author (9:14). The people did not seek the Lord’s counsel. They should have enquired of the Lord in 
order to know what to do. They didn’t and that was a big problem. We must b careful when reading this 
not to apply this situation directly to our lives. We cannot come to the priests in order to find out exactly 
what we should do in a particular situation. Now God has spoken to us in his word (the Bible) in order to 
direct our lives. He makes this word alive in us by his Spirit which he pours out on those who believe. 
But this doesn’t mean that every idea of plan that we decide upon is indeed what he intends for us. We 
must approach those situations humbly, seeking to know the Lord’s counsel, from his Word, for that 
situation. We should be careful not to be like Israel and to ignore the Lord’s counsel and direction for us 
and we should test our plans and thoughts by his word. 

Structure 

vv. 9:3-15 Gibeon’s reaction to Israel’s conquest 
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 vv. 4-11 Preparing, requesting, confessing 

 vv. 12-15 Trickery and foolishness 

vv. 9:16-27 Israel’s reaction to Gibeon’s deceit 

 vv. 16-21 Deliverance of Gibeon 

 vv. 22-25 Doom of Gibeon 

vv. 10:1-11:15 Yahweh with Israel 

 vv. 1-5 Setting 

 vv. 6-15 Day of deliverance 

 vv. 16-27 Judgment executed 

 vv. 28-43 Taking the south 

Working through the text 

9:3-15 Lacking the wisdom of God 

The story immediately impresses us with how Israel suffers from the lack of the wisdom of God. The 
Gibeonites pull the wool over the eyes of the people of God by putting together an elaborate back story 
and some killer costumes. They plan to have everything as old and stale. They do this so that the 
people of God will think that they have come from a far off nation because of the renown of Yahweh. 
Their story is pretty clever too. They report that they had heard what God had done in Egypt and to the 
kings on the other side of the Jordan (Sihon and Og). Craftily they don’t mention Jericho or Ai to Joshua. 
After all, they are from a very distant land (v. 9) and so could not have possibly heard of these latest 
developments.  

Perhaps the most deceptive of all was the spiritual testimony they offered (vv. 9-11). It as the reputation 
of Yahweh earned in his mighty acts that drew them to come, so they say. If we look back at Rahab’s 
confession and compare that then it is difficult for us to tell the difference. Brilliantly though the author 
has given us an insight and we know that they don’t have faith, they have fear. The people of Israel 
needed wisdom in dealing with this matter. Joshua and his men should have inquired of Yahweh 
through Eleazar the priest (Num 27:21). Yahweh’s direction was available but was ignored. Joshua and 
the elders asked some of the right questions and were suspicious but they were sloppy. It wasn’t that 
they didn’t ask questions but that they didn’t pray. There is a real danger in thinking ‘There is no need to 
consult the Lord on this matter – it’s quite clear.’ This is not to say that we should ask the Lord as to 
whether we get a Mars bar or Snickers. But we must be aware that subtle unbelief creeps in when we 
just assume that we have everything under control. We must lean on God’s wisdom or risk disaster.  

As a side note we shouldn’t use so-called ‘Godly wisdom’ as a get-out-of-gaol-free card. It is equally 
arrogant to assume that the desires of your heart are God-given and are thus unquestionable. That is 
demonstrably untrue and destructive not only individually but to the gathered people of God also. It is 
individualism and arrogance of a similar bent to those who never seek the counsel of the Lord. Humility 
and humble dependence are crucial in the Christian life. 

9:16-21 Concern for God’s honour 

As the story continues it shows us the concern over the honour of God. Soon Israel discover that the 
Gibeonites live just over the proverbial back fence and that they have been tricked into an oath. The 
whole dilemma centres on the oath that the people have sworn (vv. 18, 19, 20). The people are 
understandably angered by the decision of their leaders. But the leaders are swayed by other 
considerations: to break the oath (even one made under such devious circumstances) would bring 
Yahweh’s wrath upon Israel; to break the oath would be to bring dishonour to the name of Yahweh 
before the pagans (vv. 19-20 they had sworn by Yahweh the God of Israel and thus a breach implies 
that God us untrustworthy).  

Israel was stuck. They must not break an oath, though it had been wrongly obtained, because they had 
wrongly neglected the wisdom of God. What to do? Live as faithfully as they could within that twisted 
situation. In our generation of flippant commitment we should understand that doubling down on sin is 
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not God honouring. If you make a commitment or get into a situation that is uncomfortable or doesn’t fit 
your conveniences you should remain committed. Obviously this doesn’t fit with outright sin and 
debauchery. But there are many situations that we should stick with even if they are less than ideal. And 
as we stick in these situations then we exhibit Godly commitment and diligence seeking to witness to 
God’s faithfulness and love.  

9:22-27 Hope under the people of God 

Lastly in chapter 9 we see hope under the people of God. The Gibeonites escaped with their lives. They 
could well have been devoted to destruction but by their trickery they had secured a modicum of safety. 
Despite this they did indeed live under a curse (v. 23) and they had become the woodcutters and water 
carriers for Yahweh’s sanctuary (v. 27). Menial labour was to be their lot. And yet they were to serve in 
the temple; the place where the goodness and love and forgiveness of Yahweh was daily on display. 
Dale Ralph Davis makes the point (not too strongly and with caution) that we might see a hint of 
blessing coming to the nations even in this strange situation. The deceptive Gibeonites would have the 
opportunity to daily hear of the grace of God in the temple. It would be so Yahweh like to bring light to a 
dark situation, hop out of despair, gladness to mourning, and grace out of cursing. We don’t want to 
push this too far but it may just be a vague hint here. (There is an immediate benefit for the Gibeonites 
though as we flow on to the next chapter. This may serve to solidify this assertion slightly. There is 
definite blessing that comes to the Gibeonites through Israel.) 

What we must see from the chapter is that neither deception (on the part of Gibeon) nor self-reliant 
arrogance (on the part of Israel) is right or proper. The people needed God’s wisdom in order to know 
what was right and what was not (v. 14). They needed to seek his wisdom in prayer. Going back to our 
first steps the people should have been very careful to do all that the Lord had commanded as they had 
just hear the Law read and had just committed themselves to the covenant (8:30-35). This passage 
serves as a little warning to the people of God when they think that they can make all of the decisions 
themselves without the wisdom of God through the word of God.  

10:1-5 The nations rage 

Note the kings seeking to stop the progress of Israel in the land. They formed a southern alliance that 
was meant to cease the incursion into the land. Adoni-zedek (which means ‘My Lord is Righteous) was 
understandably worried. He knew that Israel had already knocked off Jericho and Ai to the East. Now 
Gibeon to the north had made peace with Israel. Joshua and Israel now controlled four key sites. They 
had control of the strategic central plateau and had essentially cut the land in two (see map below). 
There was now a northern region and a southern region. The south had to band together if they were to 
survive. As I read this list of kings and their plot then I can’t but help thinking of Ps 2 and the nations 
raging against the Lord’s anointed (Ps. 2:1-2). If this Psalm is in the background of our minds then we 
cannot think that these 5 kings will defeat Israel. 

It is important also to note that it is Gibeon who is being attacked. They have just made peace with 
Israel and are bound by an oath to them. What will happen to them? Will Israel come?  

The 5 kings have made a clever choice not going up against he might of Israel that had already 
defeated the well fortified Jericho. Their attack of Gibeon is seeking to weaken Israel’s push into the 
land and to punish Gibeon for turning against them and siding with Israel. The mistake that Adoni-Zedek 
had made was thinking that the victories had been down to the people and Joshua. He had mistaken 
that it was the Lord who had won the victories. Hence he faces off against Israel and its ally with an 
army instead of approaching like Rahab in wonder and repentance pleading for mercy. What a cracking 
opening! It’s almost like an epic movie!! 

10:6-15 The day of deliverance 

Gibeon’s battle ground was the perfect stage on which the divine warrior displayed great wonders. This 
victory is unmistakably the work of the Lord. The Gibeonites have cried out for help and Joshua and the 
military force have answered the call. His words are a repetition of that which he heard himself in 
chapter 1. He calls the people of Gibeon to replace fear with faith as the Lord who wins the day has 
handed their enemies over to them (v. 8). None of them will be able to stand against the Lord as he 
sweeps across the lands.  

Despite the fact that Yawheh would win the day Joshua still acts shrewdly. He doesn’t sit back and wait 
for the Lord to kill all the people but rather plans and moves in line with God’s will to have the people 
handed over into their hands. We must not see here an excuse because of the sovereignty of God for 
laziness and passivity. 
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Joshua marches all night and surprises the attackers by night. This throws the enemy into panic and the 
rout is on. In addition to this tactical advantage the Lord slays the majority of people with a fierce 
thunderstorm so that they would know that it was the Lord who had handed their enemies over into their 
hands (v. 11). How often to you think of God as a warrior? Have you lost some of his might and fight by 
making him overly sensitive and cuddly?  

Using flashback, the narrator saved the most spectacular scene to last – the victory at the Beth-Horon 
pass (vv. 12-15). In this scene, the Lord’s entourage (sun and moon), play supporting roles to Joshua. 
The Canaanites coming up the slopes from the west of Gibeon were looking directly into the sun when 
the battle began. To keep the advantage, Joshua, praying to the Lord, commanded the sun and moon, 
as the Lord’s subordinates, to stay put until Israel avenged itself. Amazingly the Lord submitted his 
heavenly attendants to a man’s command on earth’s stage.  

10:16-27 Judgment executed 

This section of verses can be seen as overly brutal. We will need to look through this very carefully 
indeed in order to see the beauty of this particular section.  

The epic of the battle of Gibeon is now resumed. Joshua doesn’t stop his army to execute the 5 kings. 
They have hidden in a cave at Makkedah. Israel traps them in, guards the cave, while the rest of the 
troops make the most of the rout. When they return to Makkedah, Joshua orders the five kings brought 
out and Israel’s military chiefs come near and put their feet on their necks.  

Now this is not a mere act of savagery. This is not a Colombian Cartel seeking to spread fear in its 
community. Joshua’s words in v. 25 explain the action. The leaders feet upon the necks of these 
prostrate kings was an acted parable, an assuring sign, of how Yahweh would certainly place all of their 
enemies beneath them. The symbolic action was meant to be a visible encouragement to the people of 
God. The nations had raged against the Lord and he had subdued them. He had crushed their rebellion.  

They are stuck down and hung on a tree. It is quite confronting and I think that it is meant to be that way. 
But there is a beauty to this also. The images should cause us to consider our saviour. We are the 
rebellious ones. We deserve to have our throats stood upon and crushed. And yet it is Jesus who is 
killed for us and hung on a tree. He takes the punishment reserved for me. His body hangs on the tree 
in my place and is taken down before the sun sets. His body goes to the cave and a stone is rolled over 
the entrance. But he is not guilty and so the grave cannot hold him. He rises three days later having 
taken my punishment. The imagery is rather parallel between these 5 kings and Jesus. A passage of 
savagery is actually a passage of hope and joy for us who stand on this side of his loving sacrifice.  

There is also a prefiguring of Satan’s ultimate demise in the cross also. The promise of Gen 3:15 is 
shadowed here. Jesus will ultimately crush the head of the serpent (Satan) on the cross. Jesus in his 
death puts his foot on Satan’s neck while it seems that he is the one being crushed.  

10:28-43 The manner of conquest 

This final part of chapter 10 shows us the conquest of the south and the manner of victory. What 
appeared to be a less than ideal situation has turned into an unstoppable march. In verse 28-39 the 
writer singles out six towns Joshua (and Israel) attacked and decimated in battle, while in verse 40-41 
the writer summarizes the geographical limits of the southern campaign. The conquest here seems 
pretty thorough and decisive and so some people find it hard to read Judges 1 where there still seems to 
be so much to do. In thinking about this we need to be mindful of the fact tat all of Israel was to engage 
in the campaign. The tribes to the east of the Jordan were asked to send their fighting men with Israel 
until they had taken the land. We should assume this for the rest of the tribes also. It would not be 
proper to request this of 3 tribes and not of the others. Thus we should see that after the southern 
campaign Israel went back to Gilgal (v. 43). This action implies that while they may have conquered they 
did not occupy. What Israel had done was broken the back of the resistance and swept across the land. 
This is in keeping with God’s promise to deliver the land. We see this as a list of battles but for the 
people of God it was the tangible fulfillment of the promises of God. What wonders are being fulfilled 
before our very eyes as we read this account. It should bring a smile to our faces as we see God’s 
faithfulness so clearly before us in every sentence. 

Implications 

As I spoke about above I am constantly running into points in my life where compromise with the world 
is possible. One particular area that I think most in a position of leadership in church will encounter is the 
problem of calling out sin (church discipline). The world is quite forward in saying that you cannot speak 
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out against what someone else is doing. That is just way off limits. But the Bible presents a different 
picture. We must not cave in and make peace with the world. We cannot make peace with sexual sin in 
our churches. We must be bold in calling people to repentance, faith, and holiness. If we don’t do that 
then quickly our hearts are revealed. We must not allow greed do fester in our communities. We must 
not let envy and anger take root either. If we avoid speaking about these things and calling people to 
repentance then we clearly do not have a high view of God’s will for our lives. His will is that we are holy. 
Turn through the pages of Joshua and you will see that obedient holiness is crucial for the people of 
God. We must not ally ourselves with the world and their individualistic self-determining program. Sin is 
sin and we must call it for what it is. This may bring pain and it certainly won’t be easy. But it is 
necessary. Unrepentant sin is deadly and so we should treat it as such. This is one area where we see 
much peace with the world. Maybe it is time for us to break that peace and honour God. 
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Study 7 – Joshua 13-21 

Main Idea 

God is faithful to his promises and we should revel in their glory and trust in their certainty each and 
every day, constantly reminding ourselves of his goodness. 

First Steps 

The first section of the book (ch 1-4) was about entering the land. The second major movement (ch 5-
12) of the book was recounting the people taking the land. The third major section (13-21) makes clear 
Israel mission in possessing the land and its receiving of the inheritance. The reason that we might 
make this division here is because of the summary verse 11:23. This verse provides a pivot point in the 
book where we move from dramatic narrative to people and places. 

In this section you will note that there are a lot of geographical descriptions of the borders of the land. It 
can be tedious reading as we work through it. One other feature of this section is that it isn’t so much a 
narrative but there are narrative sections that are built in. These break the rhythm of the section and 
thus draw our attention. The sections that we will note in this study are the; summary section at the 
beginning (13:1-7), Jacob’s descendents and their whining (17:14-18), and the summary of the key 
teaching of the section (21:43-45). Next week we will dip into a cracking story about Caleb and his 
faithfulness. Stay tuned for that, as it is a part of this whole section that we are looking at.  

I am convinced that this section has a lot to say to us today. You may have an initial read and think I’m 
crazy. That is fair. But hold off your judgment (on the section not so much on me) until you have walked 
through the section and seen the amazing picture that is being painted of God’s goodness and 
faithfulness. 

Themes 

Have a go for yourself and see if you can pick out a major theme that appears in these chapters and 
how it is developed.  

Clue: it is one of the major themes of the whole book! 

Structure 

The structure is complex but have a look through your Bible and you will see that the land is given out to 
the 12 tribes in allotments. Use the map attached to see the allotments and their boundaries. The 
sections that we will dive into are: 

vv. 13:1-7 God’s Command to distribute the land    (Command) 

vv. 17:14-18 Complaint of the Josephites     (Complaint) 

vv. 21:43-45 Grateful recognition of the Lord’s faithfulness   (Completion) 

Working through the text 

13:1-7 God’s Command to distribute the land 

With our entry into chapter 13, as noted above, we enter into a new section of the book of Joshua. 
Probably the most stouthearted reader of Joshua begins to crumble and nod as they enter these 
chapters. Watching action movies is far more exciting than sitting through a geography class at school. I 
mean does anyone even do Geography any more? 

Our problem tough is that we are too detached. In one sense we are too self-centred and not empathetic 
enough. As best we can we need to put ourselves sin the shoes of the Israelites to see what this section 
really would have meant to them.  

Observe how Israel receives a sufficient promise. Joshua had now become old; there was yet much 
land to occupy; Yahweh’s power was adequate for the task ahead; Joshua only had to allot to the tribes 
their particular inheritances for them to clean out and occupy. We must not read v. 1 and forget how 
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much had been accomplished under Joshua’s leadership. A careful look at the remaining land reveals 
that there were just some small corridors of land that needed to be conquered. The majority of the work 
was done. All this land was, in one sense, on the edges of Israel’s land. If this was the land that 
remained, it implies that Israel had achieved a significant measure of dominance in the main part of 
Canaan. Joshua and Israel’s conquests apparently caused a power vacuum into which Israel could step. 
(Remember from the previous study that they conquered but then returned to Gilgal, 10:43). Now it was 
time to allot the land to the tribes who would follow up and extend the conquest.  

It is important to note that the tribes weren’t left then to their own devices and stamina to take the land. 
Rather they stood under the assurance of Yahweh’s promises: “I will drive them out from before the 
sons of Israel;.” (v. 6b) 

Looking at the map the promise seems wild. I mean they came in with no land and now God gives them 
the assurance that they will drive the people out under God’s power. But then Yahweh’s promises 
frequently are wild, as others from the Bible thus far could attest (Abraham leave the land where you live 
and go to this other land… Gen 12:1). God’s promises take in the scope of his will for us, not merely the 
limits of what we think to be likely. We must also not miss the context in which the promise appears. In 
chapter 1 the promise of God appeared in the wake of Moses’ death. Here it comes in the face of 
Joshua’s old age. Joshua is old and he will no longer be leading Israel’s army in their going out and their 
coming back. Joshua is about to retire but Yahweh is not. He will continue to be the one who wins the 
victories for his faithful people. God’s promises are not stifled by the mortality of his servants. 

Finally, we should also note that God has remained faithful to his promises even in this book alone. 
Joshua is told to go and take the land (1:2-5) and they have done that (11:23). Now he is distributing the 
allotments of the land (ch. 13-19) just as the Lord commanded him at the outset of the conquest (1:6). 
Everything seems to be working out perfectly. What could possibly go wrong? 

17:14-18 You can’t be serious… 

Chapters 16 and 17 relay the inheritance that is allotted to the descendants of Joseph: Ephraim and 
Manasseh. They have been greatly blessed with large numbers and they are given large sections of the 
land right in the middle. However they had great trouble in possessing their land. We get a bit of an 
insight into why in 17:12-13. The people could not possess the land because the Canaanites were 
stubborn. This doesn’t seem to be enough of a reason for them not to be able to take it. After all the 
people were fighting under God’s strength. So why couldn’t they take the land and completely drive 
them out? They had lost their vision of God’s promises and his commands. Even when they are in a 
position of dominance instead of driving them out they employ them as slaves. They had the power to 
expel them at Yahweh’s direction but they chose to retain them for their own advantage. They had 
deviated (seriously) from Yahweh’s program. 

That is the backdrop to our particular section. The people descended from Joseph come to Joshua and 
show their discontent with Yahweh’s gift. Though there are some obscure details in this passage the 
primary point is clear. Ephraim and Manasseh complain that they have been given one lot and one 
portion though they are a numerous people. Naturally they piously attribute their numerical strength to 
the fact that Yahweh has blessed them (v. 14).  

Joshua’s first reply directs them to go and take care of their business. He tells them to go and clear out 
the people who live in the land just near them. His response is genius because he knows that they have 
plenty of people and so he says essentially, “surely this won’t be difficult for you.” Their response shows 
their true attitude. They are discontent with Yahweh’s gift. They are scared to be on the plain taking on 
the chariots and they feel like it is too much work to take the hill country with its forests. Essentially they 
are complaining that what they have been given is impossible for them to be comfortable in. 

Joshua responds incisively. He draws on the ideas of Deut 7:17-22 (see also Deut 20:1) and reminds 
them that they can in fact do it because it is what god has promised for them. God knew that the people 
would be scared. His promise is not that they will breeze through life without a care in the world. He is 
not oblivious to the obstacles that God’s people will face. Rather, he is confident in God’s word and his 
promise. 

This leads us to see that Ephraim and Manasseh’s complaint starts with the lack of space but is really 
about their distrust of Yahweh’s adequacy. Yahweh knew that this may be the case (Deut 7 and 20). 
The people though needed to remember who Yahweh is! He is the God who brought his people up out 
of the land of Egypt, He is the one who has won battles for you, dried up seas to give you safe passage, 
has provided bread in the desert and who has given you the land that you have conquered in your very 
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lifetime. Remember this God and the challenges of the hill country and local chariots will lose their 
dread.  

Before we jump on these tribes and complain or scoff at their short sightedness then we should realise 
that this is a problem for God’s people always. We constantly need to remember what it is that God has 
promised and what it is that he has done for us! Again and again, our Lord has to remind us that he is 
not the prisoner of human odds, that his promises are as real as that which causes us to fear. But we 
will see none of his power unless we step out in obedience and trust his promise enough to walk in it. 
Fear is a sign of unbelief. In the face of this, return to the promise, return to the certain hope.  

This helps us to see why the divisions of the land are written in this book with such detail. They are 
tracing the very contours of God’s goodness to his people. An Israelite reading through this may well 
have had tears in their eyes and upon getting to the end they may well have said in a hushed voice, 
“read it again. I want to hear of my Lord’s great love and faithfulness again.” 

21:43-45 Grateful recognition of the Lord’s faithfulness 

These closing verses of Joshua 21 can easily be overlooked, but they are in fact one of the high points 
of the whole book. More than a summary of what has happened, they provide a theological key to all we 
have witnessed. In the big picture of the book they form a concluding bracket with 1:6 at the start. The 
book starts with the word of promise and here we see the glorious assertion of fulfillment! 

Note the repetition of the word ‘gave’ in these verses. Not one of the promises failed. These are all 
activities of God, and that is why the verb is repeated. This has been the dominant motif as the book has 
progressed. Everything is dependant on him. But each benefaction of God is also remembered in terms 
of the effect it has had on the everyday lives of his people. “They took possession of it, and they settled 
there.” “Not one of all the enemies had withstood them.” Everything God had promised had “come to 
pass.” These notes reflect the book’s great themes of God’s promises and the people’s inheritance, both 
coming together in the allotment of the land. We may see this as overly sweeping and way too 
optimistic. But what this points us to is that the full possession of the land does not fail because of God, 
it fails because of Israel’s disobedience, disobedience like that which we saw from the descendants of 
Joseph. It is not that the Lord couldn’t take the land; it is not a comment on his ability. He does not 
change and he does deliver on his promises. The great danger is disobedience and unfaithfulness that 
leads to fear and disaster. (Read the book of Judges to see this pattern played out) 

Implications 

In preparing this study I have been convicted of my lack of love for the life to come. I have been 
convicted of my lack of desire for heaven. I end up focusing too much on the here and now and forget 
that which has been promised and secured for me. My earthly focus causes me to pour more and more 
time into things that matter here. I focus on making everything now great and restful and perfect. Slowly 
my own person evangelism (as an example) slides out of my focus. Now I am not saying that you should 
make yourself miserable now. But what I am saying is that I find it a constant challenge to keep my eyes 
fixed on what God has promised me; mainly eternal life with him. 

I think that this occurs because I don’t have a big enough view of heaven. Recently I read a sermon that 
spoke about suffering and heaven. The speaker made the point that when you put this life into the 
perspective of eternity then some things that seem massive now shrink. He says to know that your pain 
and suffering now is weighty! Don’t shrink it but see it for what it truly is. Imagine that it so weighty that it 
weighs as much as Mount Everest. That is a pretty huge weight isn’t it? Now place that weight on a 
scale with the planet Jupiter. Your sin and suffering is weighty but in comparison to the weight of glory to 
come it becomes quite small on those eternal scales. Paul captures this very thought in his second letter 
to the Corinthians. In 2 Corinthians 4:17 Paul says, “For our light and momentary troubles are achieving 
for us a glory that far outweighs them all.” To put this in context Paul has been savaged in a great 
number of places and has suffered terrible trials for the gospel. And yet he is able to call all of his trials 
light and momentary in comparison to the glory that awaits him. Is that your default position? It isn’t mine 
and I need to capture a bigger vision of just how amazing living with God in heaven will be. 
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Study 8 – Joshua 14 
Main Idea 

The one who is faithful and obedient to the Lord sees that he is powerful, knows that he is good, 
responds in gratitude, and continues to actively trust his Word.  

First Steps 

In amongst all the descriptions of the land and the allotments for the tribes there is a fantastic insight 
into the faithfulness the Lord loves and rewards. This is the other half of the opposite story that we heard 
of in the previous study. Everything that the descendants of Joseph complain about is not an issue for 
Caleb. He is confident in God’s promise and faithful to the end. Dale Ralph Davis describes this story as 
being a “for example” moment for the author. This chapter points to Caleb as an example of how Israel’s 
tribes ought to be extending the original conquest by cleaning out and nailing down their various tribal 
portions.  

Chapter 14 opens the section dealing with tribal allotments as we have seen in the previous study. This 
section opens and closes with the two faithful spies (Num 13-14) receiving their respective inheritances, 
Caleb in 14:6-15 and Joshua in 19:49-50. It is in this block that the contrast is also drawn between 
Caleb and the descendants of Joseph.  

The opening verses of this chapter deal with the allotments to the tribes. They explain why the 
allotments are as they are. It notes also that there is no allotment for the Levites (the priestly family) as 
they will be looked after by the whole nation because of the service they offer. As we flick through this 
section very quickly we see that one of the main focuses is on doing everything exactly “as Yahweh had 
commanded Moses.” This all seems pretty mundane but it is important. Joshua is doing exactly what he 
was supposed to do. He was to divide up the land as an inheritance for the people of God. Also we 
might be getting a hint that no command of God is ever trivial and so obedience to even the smallest of 
these is both necessary and significant.  

Themes 

Obedience – the more that we read through Joshua the more we should be picking up that one of the 
central themes (alongside God’s faithfulness to his promises) is that of the obedience of his people. God 
requires obedience from his people. Deuteronomy has already set up the pattern of obedience bringing 
blessing and disobedience bringing disaster. We have seen this played out in Joshua through the 
peoples defeat at Ai and Achan’s subsequent stoning. This theme of obedience is actually a major 
biblical theme that runs from Genesis through to Revelation. Obedience is exemplified here, as Caleb 
remains faithful and obedient to God’s promise of the land. Even though he is going up against some of 
the most badass people in the land he doesn’t waver at all. He trusts and continues in obedience and 
faith. This story would have served as a prime example of a good Israelite for many generations to 
come. He is also a great example of godly obedience for us! (Read the ‘For us Now’ section for a more 
detailed discussion of how we should see Caleb). 

Structure 

vv. 6-9 The Devotion of Faith 

vv. 10-11 The Perspective of Faith 

vv. 12 The Energy of Faith 

vv. 13-15 The Model of Faith 

Working through the text 

14:6-9 The Devotion of Faith 

Caleb remembers the episodes of Numbers 13-14, when Moses sent twelve spies from Kadesh-barnea 
to investigate the land of Canaan. Most of them come back and say that the people are too big and their 
militaries are too advanced. They come back and say that Israel cannot take the land. Caleb, however, 
had the gall to go against the flow. He says that the people can take the land and that they should go in 
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and take it. Note how he speaks about this moment in our current chapter. He completely followed 
Yahweh his God. This phrase is actually repeated in our text and is thus one of the central ideas (v. 8, 9, 
14). It is Joshua and Caleb in Numbers 13-14 that exhibit true faith in the Lord. This is the heart of the 
devotion to faith. They are willing to stand out on their own to give a faithful report even if it nearly costs 
them their lives (Num 14:6-10).  

Hence, the devotion to faith required courage, a willingness to stand alone, and to go against the grain. 
The devotion of faith led to the isolation of faith. It is not hard to se that this story would have been very 
important for the people to hear in the generations to come. They live in a land where those around 
them are constantly trying to convince them to worship their gods. They would read this account and 
know what it is to remain faithful. It would give them courage to face opposition and to stand alone. But 
what is the anchor that helps Caleb to remain unmoved in his faith? 

Throughout the passage Caleb refers to his (the) anchor of faith. When Caleb approaches Joshua, he 
bases his request on ‘the word that Yahweh spoke to Moses’ (v. 6) about him. He keeps coming back to 
this same idea (see also v. 9a, 10a, 10b, 12a, 12b). Five times Caleb hammers home his point; his 
request is nothing but what God had promised (v. 9). Devoted faith always exhibits the same features; it 
pleads God’s promises, it anchors itself on the word of God. There is no other anchor or foundation for 
faith. Caleb exhibits biblical faith – acting upon the word of God. Caleb isn’t basing his faith on how he 
feels but on the words that have gone forth from the mouth of God our faithful saviour! 

7:10-11 The Perspective of Faith 

These verses Caleb reveals the perspective of Faith: ‘And now, look how Yahweh has kept me alive, as 
he promised, these forty-five years … and now look how I am today eighty five years old, yet I remain as 
strong today as the day when Moses sent me off; my strength is the same now as then for war and for 
going out and coming in.’ This is the way of biblical faith – it remembers what Yahweh has done, and 
remembers in gratitude. (Also does anyone else think that Caleb has, like, massive biceps even at the 
age of 85? Maybe it’s just Bob and me) So Caleb, as he builds to his punch line in verse 12, remembers 
Yahweh’s goodness to date. Yahweh had kept him alive through the last forty-five years. Not bad as he 
had gone through war and wandering in the wilderness. This is the way that faith looks at things, faith is 
always looking into the past, seeing God’s goodness there, dragging it into the present, pondering it, 
praising for it, and so going on from strength to strength.  

Here it would also be good to note that at no point has Caleb’s faith stagnated. He is constantly 
reflecting on the goodness of God and so is always growing in his faith! We need not think that getting 
old is getting bored or comfortable. We won’t get bored because there is always more to learn about 
how to be faithful. There is never a situation that we encounter that we won’t look back to God’s 
goodness in order to continue to remain obedient to him. We won’t get comfortable (in the negative and 
apathetic sense) because we will always want to know more of God’s love, and kindness, and salvation. 
And we will want to model it more and more as we get older and older. 

7:12 The Energy of Faith 

The heart of the passage and of Caleb’s faith is right here in verse 12. Caleb here gets to his specific 
request. He wants to take what was promised to him from the biggest and baddest dudes in the land. He 
is going to do it because the Lord is with him and he can only do it by his help. Joshua gives Caleb 
Hebron as his inheritance.  

What accounts for such vigour and expectancy in this senior citizen of Israel? It is his recollection of 
God’s goodness and mercy in the past (vv. 10-11). But it isn’t only that. Verse 12 gives us a little insight 
into the shot of adrenaline to Caleb’s faith. First, is the difficulty of the task. The other spies had shied 
away from trying to take fortified cities. But Caleb, the man of faith and obedience, does the opposite. 
Precisely what caused Israel to shrink from its task in Numbers 13 gave Caleb the passion to take it up. 
The sheer difficulty of the task stimulated Caleb’s faith. It is not that he is an optimist but that he is a 
man of faith.  

Second, is the expected favour of God. The “perhaps” in the verse is not leaving the door open to failure 
but is Caleb showing his expectancy. Caleb’s “perhaps” reveals the depths of his understanding. It 
preserves and recognizes the freedom of God. Caleb does not view Yahweh as his errand boy who 
must follow his orders but as the free and sovereign Lord who does whatever he pleases (Ex 23:29-30). 
Caleb suspects that Yahweh will be pleased to drive out the enemy before him. He is confident but not 
cocky. Biblical faith will always keep the tension between the two. Taken as a whole Caleb’s words in 
verse 12 simply exude expectancy and confidence.  
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7:13-15 The Model of Faith 

Caleb is obviously to be seen as a model if faith. He is contrasted to the descendants of Joseph who at 
the possibility of having to drive out some people from the land come and complain. Caleb on the other 
hand, seeing the task before him, is energized to get amongst it, and it confident that God will give in 
accordance with his promise. How can he do that? He can maintain that faith because he is anchored in 
God’s good promises and knows that he is faithful and good. The same cannot be said of the 
descendants of Joseph or about the nation of Israel as salvation history continues to unfold in the Bible. 
The dominant narrative is one of disobedience rather than that of obedience and faith like Caleb. This, I 
think, leads us to expect that at some point someone will come along who does exhibit true faith and is 
thus rewarded as the true Israelite! 

For us Now 

You may have noticed that some of these have not been in previous studies. I have left them out of 
some of the other studies for a few reasons. In prior studies I have tried to make some of the 
connections to the NT more explicit in the ‘Working through the Text’ sections. While writing it felt that I 
was just repeating myself rather than adding anything new or a link that hadn’t already been drawn. I 
have brought it back for this one as I think that there are some more things we could say about this 
expectation. My other reason for leaving them out of some of the other studies was to allow you to look 
and consider what we learn of Christ from these particular sections. I hope that has been beneficial for 
you. 

In considering what we learn of Christ from this section it is important to see what this sections is 
showing us. Well we see that God is faithful to his promises and that the one who is faithful will inherit 
the promises and through him rest will come. Caleb is faithful to God and is obedient to his word. 
Ultimately this leads to the declaration of verse 15, “After this, the land had rest from war.” This is the 
end point of that particular section and it focuses us in on what Caleb’s actions have achieved in his 
situation. God uses Caleb’s loyalty to bring about the realization of his promise of the land. The story 
begun here, though, has for its ultimate fulfillment the inheriting of salvation in Christ (Matt 25:34, Eph 
1:14, Col 3:24, Heb 9:15). This provides the Joshua material with the necessary perspective (salvation 
history), as well as with eschatological depth (eternal kingdom of God), and leads to a much more 
dynamic and effective application than merely using Caleb as an example directly for us. There is an 
exemplary value in a figure like Caleb and we should recognize that. But as we set this story in the wider 
redemptive-historical context we see that Caleb is foreshadowing Christ. Thus, we should be carful with 
the applications that we draw between us.  

What we must pick up from Caleb’s story is the truth about who God is and how that effects how Caleb 
acts not just Caleb’s mere actions. We live in a different situation but we worship the same God. It is the 
truth about a faithful God that will drive us to obedience, faith and confidence! In that sense we follow in 
the footsteps of Caleb. Ultimately I believe that Caleb is foreshadowing Christ and the ultimate victory 
that he wins for us. Thus, the greatest exemplar for us is not Caleb (although he is wonderfully faithful) 
but is our Lord Jesus Christ, who won for us far greater victories by his obedience, and a more lasting 
inheritance (a kingdom not of this world), and who is the object and content of our faith.  

The line that I want to draw here is that Caleb is a good example but is not the ultimate example of 
obedience and faithfulness. We miss something if we don’t see Christ in this passage and then respond 
to what he has done in faith and obedience seeking to imitate him. Caleb gives us a pattern; Christ gives 
us the ultimate exemplar. I hope that makes sense. 

Implications 

I find the story of Caleb very challenging. He is so old and yet he has so much commitment and vigour 
for the promises of God. I am only young and I cannot even wonder what it would be like to maintain 
that for my whole life. But I am also encouraged to know that God is good and he works in our hearts so 
that we will grow in our love and trust of him. The Christian life is one that is never static. We must 
always be growing. Quite simply the story of Caleb has caused me to pray more and more that God, by 
is grace, would grow me in my knowledge and love of him so that when I tick over to 85 years old I will 
be stronger in my love and faith than I am now!



	 36	

Study 9 – Joshua 23-24 

Main Idea 

Love the Lord your God with all your heart mind soul and strength, never forsaking or forgetting his 
amazing grace in saving you through the death and resurrection of Jesus! 

First Steps 

These are the final chapters of the book of Joshua and so we might expect them to wrap up all that the 
book has promised to cover. One thing that we will notice though is that even at the end of the book 
here we see that there are still a number of people in the Land who have not been driven out. Joshua is 
thus calling the people of the nation to remain faithful to God and to drive out the wicked and evil people 
from the land. This causes us to keep reading once the book of Joshua is over in order to see whether 
Israel will remain faithful and will drive the people of the land the that Lord is giving them. We don’t get 
more than 1 chapter into Judges before we realize that the people were less than faithful to the Lord.  

Joshua’s final speech in chapter 23 is stirring. He calls the people to remain faithful and bold in following 
the Lord. But he also warns the people of the consequences of disobedience. If we plug this into the big 
story of the Bible we know that the words that Joshua speaks do actually come true. They come true in 
the exile of God’s people from the land. The prophets continually warn the people to repent and to turn 
from idols because God’s judgment is coming on them. The people don’t and what Joshua says here 
actually comes true. 

One other thing to note is that there is a history given in the final chapter of God’s goodness. This is a 
crucial movement in the last chapter, as we will see in the notes. I am often tempted to skip over these 
bits but I find that they are crucial to what follows.  

The final section of the last chapter recounts the burial of Joseph’s bones in the Promised Land. This 
story line is started at the end of the book of Genesis (50:22-26) and has its completion here, sort of. 
The story actually is picked up again in the NT in the book of Hebrews. Joseph’s burial instructions are 
what he is commended for in Hebrews 11 (11:22). The focus of that chapter is the hope of faith in 
trusting in God’s sure and unshakeable promises. This section, while a winding down of sorts, is actually 
incredibly significant and so we will do well to see exactly what it is showing us of God’s grace! 

We won’t be able to cover both chapters in these notes and so we will focus specifically on chapter 24. 
Dale Ralph Davis’ chapter on 23 is a fantastic exposition and is well worth a read if you would like to fill 
in some more detail there! 

Themes 

God’s faithfulness – these final chapters show us that God is truly faithful to his promises. Not one 
promise that was made has remained unfulfilled. This is the pattern of our God. This is as true now as it 
was back then. What a great point for us to rejoice in at the end of an amazing book. God is good! 

Structure 

vv. 23:1-5 Anticipation of Yahweh’s help 

vv. 23:6-13 Condition for Yahweh’s help 

vv. 23:14-16 Alternatives to Yahweh’s help 

vv. 24:2-13 Review of Covenant History 

vv. 24:14-24 Demand for Covenant Commitment 

vv. 24: 25-28 Wonder of Covenant Remembrance 

vv. 24:29-33 Committed Covenant Members 
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Working through the text 

24:2-13 Review of Covenant History 

The review of covenant history begins with the surprising grace of God. Abraham lived in another land 
and worshipped other gods. Sometimes we may have a tendency to see Abraham as a basically good 
dude who was most of the way there and so God gave him a nudge in order to get him to follow him. But 
this is plainly not the case from this text. Verse 2 shows us that Abraham was called from Pagan religion 
to follow Yahweh. It does no justice to the grace of God if we think that Abraham, before God’s call, was 
already on the way to turning away from idols. The basic structure of the verse shows us that they 
‘worshipped other gods’ and that Yahweh ‘took your father Abraham.’ Abraham rose out of the desolate 
pit and miry bog of paganism only because Yahweh lifted him out. Abraham did not emerge from 
profound ignorance (idol worship) and the abyss of error by his own virtue, but was drawn out by the 
hand of God. That there is a people of God at all hangs on the single thread of the mere good pleasure 
of God, who, for no apparent reason, took hold of our father Abraham, a sinner. The beginning of 
Covenant history begins with grace! 

God then continues to work in covenant history at his own pace. It is years and years for him to ‘multiply 
his seed’ (vv. 3-4). It is hardly grand either. He gets a son and then two grand sons. It isn’t exactly a 
family tree exploding with growth. But God does not appear to be in a hurry, he is not driven by the 
calendar or intimidated by the clock. Yahweh multiplied his seed but he did it slowly. Sometimes as we 
are reading through those early stories we find it hard to see God’s faithfulness at all due to his 
seemingly glacial growth of his people. I think this helps the people to see that God works at his own 
pace and is more interested in the fact of his faithfulness not the speed of it. We can easily lose sight of 
Yahweh’s faithfulness by demanding too much too soon.  

As we continue hearing of God’s faithfulness we notice some strange twists that we might not expect. 
Esau is given an inheritance while Joseph heads off to Egypt and the people end up in slavery. An 
important point is being made. Scripture recognizes this mystery (Esau with inheritance bit Joseph not in 
the land), that God’s people so often have to wait in great distress for God’s promised blessing. 
Hebrews 11:32-38 captures the biblical life of faith so perfectly. It speaks about the great things that the 
people of God did because of faith. Then, without missing a beat, it speaks of some who experienced 
torture, jeers, floggings, stoning, sawing in two, death by the sword, poverty, homelessness, and 
hardships (Heb 11:35-38). The writer there makes no bones out of the strange hardships faced by his 
people. The faithful life of God’s people is as much about suffering and trials as it is about great 
victories. God’s word doesn’t shy away from the strange difficulties of life in a sinful world. 

The next section is a treasure trove of examples of God’s manifest power. He delivers his people from 
Egypt, he conquered east of the Jordan, and he conquered west of the Jordan. All of this is shown to be 
his work alone. It was not by sword or by bow that the victories were won (v. 12). In this we have 
magnified for us the great grace of the Lord who is our saviour. Israel were helpless and yet they now 
live in a land that they did not labour for on account of God’s mighty hand (v.13). As if to reinforce this 
even more Joshua inserts the story from Numbers 22-24 to show that even when other nations plotted 
against them Yahweh protected them. Israel were utterly hopeless, Yahweh only was the one who 
saved.  

God has provided for their every need and has done so for 1000 years. This account of covenant history 
is one story after another showing clearly God’s amazing grace! 

24:14-24 Demand for Covenant Commitment  

In the second major section of the chapter Joshua presses the demand for covenant commitment upon 
Israel. This particular section is very neatly structured with four statements made by Joshua and four 
responses from the people.  

Joshua – demand vv. 14-15 

 Israel – decision vv. 16-18 

Joshua – caution vv 19-20 

Israel – insistence v. 21 

Joshua – query v. 22a 
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Israel – acknowledgement v. 22b 

Joshua – demand v. 23 

Israel – reaffirmation v.24 

So what sort of commitment does the covenant require? It demands a logical commitment. ‘Therefore, 
fear the Lord and worship Him in sincerity and truth’ (v. 14). The ‘therefore’ links this demand to what 
has previously been made known. The response is demanded in light of the grace displayed. Fidelity to 
Yahweh is but the natural contemporary response to his abundant historical goodness. This is the only 
reasonable response to overwhelming waves of Yahweh’s mercies. Israel is held in the grip of grace, 
they are almost coerced to faithfulness by sheer logic. I mean what other response could be seriously 
acceptable? 

Joshua continues by demanding an exclusive commitment (vv. 14-15). There is little doubt as to what 
Joshua is after. That word, serve, appears seven times in these two verses. Israel must decide whose 
slave they will be. It is shocking as we take a moment here to see that Joshua gives the people two 
options for who they can follow. The shocking thing is that he gives the 2 options as Canaanite gods. He 
is pushing them to the wall here. You will have to make a decision so if these are the two then who will it 
be? If not Yahweh, the real historical God, then they must choose either the ancestral Mesopotamian 
gods or the contemporary Amorite ones. If not Yahweh then who? That is the question at hand. And 
Joshua asks it because it is completely absurd. The people may have said back to Joshua, ‘Joshua this 
is crazy we can’t choose one of those Gods because they are useless’ and he may well respond ‘that’s 
exactly my point. It is absurd isn’t it?’ Joshua is trying to shock the people into seeing that they need to 
remain faithful to Yahweh forever. Joshua has taken his stand, ‘As for me and my house, we will 
worship Yahweh.’ This is Joshua’s conviction and here he will stand! 

The Israelites respond to Joshua’s challenge and add that they too will follow the Lord. It is a good 
response because they recognise his covenant faithfulness and so commit to following him because he 
is their God. Spot on Israel! Joshua though responds in a confusing manner. He responds to the 
people’s enthusiasm by saying that they can’t (v. 19). He is warning them not to lightly mouth their 
profession of faith. He is trying to help them to realize the God to whom they are committing. Yahweh is 
holy, he is jealous, and you dare not come to him presuming on his grace. That would be a huge 
mistake. So the people must commit to him cautiously.  

Dale Ralph Davis gets to the heart of what Joshua is showing in this section, he says, “We should not 
sell Christ like that but warn people about him! Our task is not to bait people into saying, ‘I will lay down 
my life for you’ (John 13:37), but to get them (and ourselves) to squirm under his searching, ‘Do you love 
me?’ (John 21:15-19). Too many of us perjure ourselves before a holy Judge as we sing, ‘I surrender 
all’, or ‘My Jesus, I love thee’. There are stanzas in some hymns that I dare not sing.’   

He dares not sing them because he knows that he is a sinner and his commitment wavers. He is not 
saying that we should doubt our salvation. But he is saying that we should be careful not to pay lip 
service to our commitment to Yahweh. God is gracious and we should always remember that, but at the 
same time we need to see what heights of commitment are required of the one who professes to love 
Jesus. 

24:25-28 Wonder of Covenant Remembrance 

In one sense as we look at this portion of the text we see that there isn’t actually much wonder there at 
all. These verses in fact contain predictable elements of covenant and treaty ratification. We start to 
uncover some of the wonder though as we note the place where the ceremony of covenant renewal 
takes place – Shechem. Our minds should at this point be cast back in biblical history to Genesis 12. It 
was here at Shechem that Yahweh promised Abram, ‘To your seed I will give this land’ (Gen 12:6-7). 
Now, 600 years or so later, here is Abraham’s seed at the promised place – Shechem – having the land 
– no words falling to the ground unfulfilled. This concept of a covenant bound God is crazy. No other 
world religion has a God who makes and keeps his promises like this.  

There is none like him. There is none like him because in order to keep his promise to his people he 
sends his only Son to die so that a rebellious and helpless people can be saved. He sends himself to 
bleed and die in order to remain faithful to his people. We must ask at this point, ‘Who is a God like 
you?’ Who would go to such lengths to love a people who are wicked and adulterous? Who else would 
give up so much, seemingly to gain so little? Who else delivers on all of his promises even going so far 
as to pay with his own blood? Who else could secure his people, not an earthly kingdom, but an eternal 
heavenly one? No other could do this but you Lord! 



	 39	

If our minds at this point are not going to remember Jesus then we have missed the point of the 
passage for us now. We remember God’s amazing faithfulness to us and so continue to love and serve 
him in all that we do. We don’t remember the conquest of the land, we remember the conquering of sin 
and the life eternal! 

Implications 

As I have worked through Joshua two things have struck me. I have been struck by God’s grace and the 
necessity of devotion to him.  

I have been struck by God’s grace because he has done it all for Israel. He has brought them up out of 
Egypt and has placed them in the land that he promised centuries before to give them. Not only this but 
he has fought for them in order to drive out the wicked people from the land. Things only go wrong for 
the people of God when they reject him and do their own thing. All of this for me comes to a point in the 
final chapter of Joshua where he says that they now stand in a land that was given to them, one that 
they did not labour for. They eat in a land where they didn’t plant the vineyards or the olive trees. This 
for me is amazing. Israel were useless and helpless (a deadly combination) and yet God rescues them 
and blesses them. This theme of God’s grace to Israel has helped me to thin more about God’s grace to 
me. He is the one who rescued me. He is the one who has fought for me and paid the debt my sins 
incurred. He is the one who will bring me to dwell with him for all eternity in a place where I will eat and 
be joyful having done none of the work to secure that place. I was helpless and hopeless and yet he has 
saved me. His grace truly is amazing! 

I have also been struck by the necessity of devotion to him. God is the one who is bringing the people 
into the land. The only time that things go wrong is when the people are not wholehearted in their 
devotion to him. What has struck me is the horrendous nature of that disobedience and lovelessness of 
the people. I cannot believe that after all that God has done for them they could consider walking away 
from him. How could a people walk away from such a generous and gracious God? I am baffled until I 
look at my own life and the story of the Bible. God is the loving ruler of the world but we want nothing to 
do with him. We want to use and abuse his goodness while having none of the relationship with him. I 
think there is a great line in a song that helps me to get to the heart of what has struck me in Joshua. 
“Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were an offering far too small, love so amazing so divine, 
demands my soul, my life, my all.  

I truly hope that the book of Joshua has challenged you to grow in your knowledge of God and his word. 
If you had never read Joshua before I hope that you have learned much and that you are excited to go 
back and read the book again to see more of God’s loving grace. More than this though I hope that our 
studies in Joshua and the sermons have moved your heart to love Jesus more. My prayer is that 
through the reading of Joshua you have seen how mighty and gracious the Father, Son, and Spirit truly 
are in loving and saving a people destined to dwell with God for eternity! 


