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LUKE 1 -9 
Luke put together 1 of the 4 gospels accounts of Jesus’ life, death and 

resurrection. But why did he write it when there were already other gospel 

accounts? Luke’s gospel is the longest of the 4 gospels, with bits that aren’t 

in the others - so partly he wrote to share more of what Jesus said and did.  

But that’s not the main reason he wrote it. Luke tells us his reason (1:1-4): 

Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have 

been fulfilled among us, just as they were handed down to us by those 

who from the first were eyewitnesses and servants of the word.  

With this in mind, since I myself have carefully investigated everything 

from the beginning, I too decided to write an orderly account for you, 

most excellent Theophilus, so that you may know the certainty of the 

things you have been taught.  

Luke gives us 2 big reasons he put his gospel account together: 

1. To strengthen Christians in their faith, by showing them the certain and 

solid foundation for their trust in Jesus. Luke does that by re-telling 

eyewitness testimonies from his many sources. 

2. To show that trusting Jesus is valid. Jesus is the climax and fulfilment of 

the plan God has been carrying out – ever since creation, ever since he 

chose Abraham, ever since he rescued Israel from Egypt, all through 

history. We Christians are included in that story, because our Lord and 

Saviour Jesus is the centre of it - ‘the things that have been fulfilled 

among us’ are the gospel message of Jesus’ death and resurrection to 

bring us into the kingdom of God. 

As we check-out the eyewitness testimony about Jesus, Luke’s gospel will 

show us the certainty of the things we’ve been taught – to strengthen us as 

we follow Jesus. 
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SER I ES GOALS 
From this series be praying God would help us all to: 

1. Grow in our confidence of how trustworthy God and His word is, 

so we trust Him as our basic instinct 

2. Grow in our wonder at the faithfulness of our God 

3. Follow Jesus as a lifelong disciple, either for the very first time, or 

with a renewed commitment 

4. Have a deeper understanding of how Jesus fulfils God’s plans and 

purposes across salvation-history 

 

Ser i es BREAKUP 
Bible Discussion Notes are provided for each week of the series. But it’s 

worth planning to skip one and instead spend a week doing something fun 

together to build trust and ‘speed up time’, so you can more quickly learn 

to love each other like God loves us. 

(See “Getting Started as a Small Group Leader” for tips on how to make the most of 

these, especially chapter 5 ‘what’s good community’ and chapter 6 ‘why you get 

nowhere without trust’) 

DATE bi ble DATE bi ble 

5-9 Feb Kick off the Year! 12-16 Mar Luke 7:36-50 

12-16 Feb Luke 4:31-5:26 19-23 Mar Luke 8:1-21 

19-23 Feb Luke 5:27-6:12 26-30 Mar Luke 8:22-39 

26 Feb-2 Mar Luke 6:12-6:49 2-6 Apr Luke 9:1-27 

5-9 Mar Luke 7:1-35 9-13 Apr Luke 9:28-50 
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RECOMMENDED COMMENTARY  
A few Small Group leaders have asked for a recommended commentary 

for each teaching series. We’ll be looking at Luke’s gospel for a while (over 

4 years, unless Jesus comes back first). 

‘The Message of Luke’ by Michael Wilcock in The Bible Speaks Today series is 

great! It will give you a solid overview of the whole book, and some good 

details for each section that we’re looking at as well.  

AND DON’T FORGET  
We have the greatest privilege as Christians. We’ve been saved by our 

promise-keeping God, who is faithful even when we are not. We’re caught 

up in God’s plans for the universe. We get to belong to and follow Jesus.  

Don’t forget what an astonishing privilege it is to know and serve the God 

who made everything and who bent over backwards to save us.  

I’m praying this year in your Small Group that you’d all help each other 

know our great God better, and would learn to love each other like God 

loves us, for His glory!  

– Geoff and the Maturity Team 

 

  



5 

K I CK I NG OFF THE YEAR  5-9 FEB  

DI RECTI ON : This’ll be your first Small Group meeting for the year. So kick it 

off with something fun, like dinner together. And kick it off with something 

important: a chat about what sort of Small Group you want to be. Flesh out 

some expectations together so your group can start the year well.  

Use the advice in chapter 2 of “Getting Started as a Small Group Leader” to 

work out how you’ll have this convo. Below is a suggested way to do this. 

Beforehand print out, or get everyone to download, the Small Groups 

Infographic from www.saltchurch.info/resources/small-group-leaders. 

PRAY  to start: That this year we’d be a Small Group who help each other 

know God better and learn to love each other like God loves us. 

LAUNCH : If you could spend 80 hours doing something this year, what would 

you spend those 80 hours on? 

DI SCUSSI NG Ex pectati ons: We’re going to spend about 80 hours together 

this year as a Small Group. As we kick off today let’s start by deciding what 

sort of Small Group we want to be (or ‘reminding each other’ instead of 

deciding if your group hasn’t changed from last year). 

The best place to start is in the bible, so (either as a group or in pairs) read: 

Hebrews 10:19-25, Ephesians 4:11-16, and Colossians 3:16-17 

 What ‘one another’ or ‘each other’ language do you notice?  

 What are we meant to do to or for each other? Why is that? 

 What might stop you from meeting together with us this year? 

 How do these verses motivate you to overcome those obstacles? 

Small Groups are slightly different at every church. So have a look at the 

Small Groups Infographic to see how Small Groups work at Salt Church. 

 Is there anything here that surprises you? Or that’s unclear? Or that gets 

you excited? 
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 So the big reason we have Small Groups is so we can help each other 

know God better and learn to love each other like God loves us. There’s 

tonnes of practical ways we could do that, so let’s chuck round some 

ideas together: 

You could write this out on butcher’s paper / a whiteboard / chrome cast to a TV, so 

everyone can see what you’re discussing and agreeing to. 

You might want to cover things like: a Facebook page (can someone make a group 

page to post on during the week?), attendance (let’s plan to come each week), 

apologies (post on our Facebook page if you can’t make it), meals (are you going to 

have dinner together? Just dessert? How often? Who’s cooking?), prayer points (are we 

happy to share these as a group, or do you prefer splitting into guys & girls?), 

participation (let’s all share our thoughts when we’re reading the bible so we can help 

each other grow), trust (we want to learn to trust each other so let’s be real & take 

steps towards that), going away together (are people up for a weekend / overnight 

away? Who can organise it?). Plus lots more! 

F i ni sh i ng up the  ex pectati ons chat: Once you’ve finished talking 

about all these ideas it’s important to land it – otherwise you’ll have a case 

of ‘remember that great conversation we had one week about our group’ 

that everyone has since forgotten. 

 Before you finish up, say back to the group: we’ve seen this is why we’re 

meeting, this is the kind of group we want to be, and these are the big 

things we want from each other. 

 Take a photo of your butcher’s paper / whiteboard / screenshot and 

post it on your group’s Facebook page during the week, so people can 

refer back to it and to have a visual reminder of it. 

 As a leader, get ready to encourage and remind people of these 

expectations again over the next few weeks as your group meets. 

PRAY to end:  

1. Praise God for a new year where we’ll grow to know Him better and learn 

to love each other like He loves us 

2. Pray for God’s help to be an encouraging group, the kind of group that 

He and we want to be 
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LUKE 4:31 -5 :26  1 2- 16 FEB   

DI RECTI ON : Jesus bursts onto the scene in the towns and villages of Galilee, 

healing, casting out demons and teaching in the power of the Spirit. People 

are amazed at him, confused by him, opposed to him, forgiven by him. This 

is our King, the Holy One of God, who brings all the blessings of God’s 

kingdom – especially the forgiveness of our sins. Preaching that good news 

is why Jesus has come. 

PRAY  to start: We’d better see who Jesus is and what He’s done for us. 

Context: This is about seeing how this passage fits into the chapter and book 

 What do you know about Luke and why he writes this gospel account? 

 

Read Luke 4:31-5:26 

 

OBSERVATI ON: This is about getting an overview of what the passage says. 

 Imagine this passage was a comic book or a movie. Try and break it up 

into the different scenes. 

 

 

MEANI NG: This is about deciding what big idea/s the author is explaining to us 

 What things does Jesus have authority over? 

 What phrases or titles are used of Jesus, e.g. 4:21 ‘Son of God’? 

 What don’t people understand yet about who Jesus is? 

 Based off this passage, why do you think Jesus came to earth? 
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APPLY : This is about reflecting on how the passage impacts your life – your 

head (beliefs), heart (emotions) and hands (actions). 

 All through these verses the crowds and disciples are amazed at what 

they see and hear. Are you still amazed by Jesus? Why, why not? 

 Jesus says: ‘I want you to know that the Son of Man has authority on 

earth to forgive sins’ (5:24). How does knowing this truth affect what 

you feel? How does it affect the way you act? 

 

 

 

PRAY TO END: Praise God that Jesus brings us all the blessings of his 

kingdom, especially the forgiveness of our sins. 
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LUKE 5 :27-6:1 2  1 9-23 FEB 
DI RECTI ON : Many people today oppose Jesus and refuse to come to him to 

find life. That was just how it was in his day too. In this passage the 

Pharisees hurl all sorts of hostile questions at Jesus, because they’ve failed 

to understand who they are: sinners who need to repent. They’re not 

prepared for someone new: a life-giving saviour. Against the darkness of 

their opposition the goodness of Jesus shines through. He’s the one we 

can serve with joyful obedience rather than joyless obligation. 

 

PRAY  to start: That we would stand firm in trusting Jesus, even when he 

is ridiculed by our world, and when we are opposed for believing in him 

LAUNCH : Have you ever had really high expectations of something, but then 

it didn’t go how you expected at all, e.g. a movie? 

Context: This is about seeing how this passage fits into the chapter and book 

 From last week, how did the crowds respond to Jesus? How did the 

Pharisees and teachers of the law respond to Jesus? 

 

Read Luke 5:27-6:12 

 

OBSERVATI ON: This is about getting an overview of what the passage says. 

 If this passage was made into a movie, how would you break up the 

different scenes? 
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MEANI NG: This is about deciding what big idea/s the author is explaining to us 

 What does Jesus say about why he has come? 

 What seems to be the point of Jesus’ parable in 5:36-39?  

Something new and better is here: Jesus! You can’t make him fit old expectations. He 

is doing something new: calling sinners to repentance and giving them life. 

 How do you think the contrast between what’s old and new in 5:36-39 

connects to what happens in 6:1-12? 

 The Pharisees seem to think Jesus is breaking the OT Law. Do you 

think he was? Why / why not? 

 

 

APPLY : This is about reflecting on how the passage impacts your life – your 

head (beliefs), heart (emotions) and hands (actions). 

 These Pharisees seem to suck the joy out of everyone and everything! 

What is it about Jesus that means we can be lifelong disciples of him in 

joyful obedience rather than in joyless obligation? 

 These Pharisees have lots of hostile questions that they throw at Jesus. 

What reasons do your unbelieving friends / family / workmates give 

about why they don’t believe in God, or why they won’t trust Jesus?  

Or: If you haven’t had convos like this with them, what reasons do you 

think they would give? 

 

 

PRAY TO END:  

1. Praise God that we can follow and serve Jesus with joy. 

2. Pray that we’d have an opportunity this week to show our friends just 

how good Jesus is. 



11 

LUKE 6:1 2-49  26 FEB-2 MAR 
DI RECTI ON : This is Luke’s version of the Sermon on the Mount. It’s full of 

surprising upside-down teaching, because it shows us how the kingdom of 

God works. Rather than living like sinners or like ‘their fathers’ did (v23, 26), 

Jesus calls the crowd around him (and us) to be like ‘your Father’, to be 

‘children of the Most High’ (v35-36). We can only do that through Jesus’ 

death on our behalf. We’re not saved by how well we put Jesus’ words into 

practise, we’re saved by his death and resurrection. But having been saved, 

we now live like our Father, as people who hear Jesus’ words and do them. 

PRAY  to start: Ask God to help us grow in our confidence of how 

trustworthy He and His Word is 

LAUNCH : What’s a law or rule that you think is silly? 

Context: This is about seeing how this passage fits into the chapter and book 

 What can you remember from Luke so far? How have people 

responded to Jesus’ teaching? 

 

Read Luke 6:12-49 

 

OBSERVATI ON: This is about getting an overview of what the passage says. 

 How would you break up this passage?  

 If you were to draw something to represent each section, what would 

you draw? (Have a crack at drawing it too) 
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MEANI NG: This is about deciding what big idea/s the author is explaining to us 

 Which instruction or teaching from Jesus surprises you the most? 

 There’s lots of commands. Why do you think Jesus gives all these? 

 Jesus draws a contrast between what ‘their fathers / ancestors’ are like 

(v23, 26) and what ‘your Father’ is like (v36). What do you think the 

point of that contrast is? 

 What response does Jesus want us to make to his words in v46-49?  

 

 

APPLY : This is about reflecting on how the passage impacts your life – your 

head (beliefs), heart (emotions) and hands (actions). 

 Which instruction from this passage do you find hardest to apply? 

What are practical ways we can build our lives on Jesus’ words more? 

 What might look different in your life if your basic instinct was to trust 

Jesus and to believe his commands are always the best thing for you? 

 What do you think of this statement: ‘We are not saved by good works, 

but we are saved for good works’? 

 Based off these verses, how would you answer a friend / family 

member who said: ‘I think Jesus was just a good moral teacher’? 

 

 

PRAY TO END:  

1. Praise God that we are His children through Jesus’ death for us 

2. Ask God to help us trust Jesus with our whole lives, every day, as our 

basic instinct 
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LUKE 7:1 -35  5-9 MAR 
DI RECTI ON : In this section lots of people see Jesus’ authority and power. 

The Centurion recognises Jesus has authority from God, so he says ‘I did 

not even consider myself worthy to come to you’ (v7). Jesus heals the dead 

boy in Nain and the crowd declare ‘a great prophet has appeared among 

us’ (v16) – they speak better than they know when they say ‘God has come 

to help his people’ (v16). John the Baptist wants to know if Jesus is the 

Spirit-anointed ruler of Isaiah 61:1-3 or not; Jesus points out to John’s 

disciples that what was promised in Isaiah is taking place before their eyes.  

All these signs point to ‘the good news’ (v22) that the Kingdom of God is 

breaking into human history in Jesus, the King. If people accept Jesus as 

King they’ll experience His grace and blessings. If they won’t and ‘stumble 

because of me’ (v23) they’ll miss out on God’s purposes for them (v30). 

PRAY  to start: Praise God that the gospel is good news 

LAUNCH : What’s some good news you’ve heard this week? 

Context: This is about seeing how this passage fits into the chapter and book 

 So far in Luke, how have people described Jesus? How has Jesus 

described himself? 

 

Read Luke 7:1-35 

 

OBSERVATI ON: This is about getting an overview of what the passage says. 

 Ignoring the headings in your bible (if you have them), how would you 

break this passage up into smaller chunks? 

 What verse would you pick to sum up the whole section? 

 



 
14 

MEANI NG: This is about deciding what big idea/s the author is explaining to us 

 Why do you think Jesus says v9? 

 What do you make of the crowd’s response to Jesus in Nain, in v16-17? 

 Why do you think John the Baptist sent his disciples to Jesus? 

 What do you think the centurion, the widow in Nain, and the people 

Jesus is healing (v21-22) all have in common? 

 What do you think the ‘good news’ in v22 is? Check out 6:20-23 as well. 

 Why do you think Jesus says v23? 

 

 

 

 

APPLY : This is about reflecting on how the passage impacts your life – your 

head (beliefs), heart (emotions) and hands (actions). 

 We all need God to save and provide for us. The good news is that He 

has – in Jesus God has come to be with His people, to bring us into His 

Kingdom. How do you feel about this news? What do you do when 

your feelings about it change? 

 We all know many people who ‘stumble on account of Jesus’ (v23), i.e. 

they don’t listen to God’s word and come to Jesus to find life. Spend 

some time praying for them, that God would show them the truth. 

 

 

 

PRAY TO END: Praise God that He provided for the Centurion, the widow 

and the crowds of sick people – and especially for the good news that He 

provides us with a saviour so we can enter His Kingdom. 
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LUKE 7:36-50  1 2- 16 MAR  

DI RECTI ON : Jesus has already shown he has authority to forgive sins (5:24). 

He has already upset the Pharisees by his surprising responses. He has 

already earned a reputation for being ‘a friend of tax collectors and 

sinners’ (7:34). When Jesus is eating dinner in the home of Simon, a 

respectable Pharisee, suddenly a woman famous for her sinful life bursts 

in uninvited and begins to wash and kiss Jesus’ feet.  

Jesus forgives her sins, but as he does that he teaches Simon and us 

something powerful: all people are sinners in need of forgiveness, and we 

can be forgiven our unpayable debt by Jesus. As we trust him and repent 

of our sins (repentance means turning away from our sin and turning to 

God to obey him) that forgiveness becomes ours. Like the woman we have 

been forgiven much so we too love Jesus much. 

PRAY  to start: Thank God for this great opportunity to gather together 

round His Word to be reminded of who we are and what really matters 

LAUNCH :  What debts do you have at the moment?   

 OR  Have you ever felt unable to pay back a debt? When? 

Context: This is about seeing how this passage fits into the chapter and book 

 Share 1 thing you remember from a Sermon or Small Group in Luke 

 

Read Luke 7:36-50 

 

OBSERVATI ON: This is about getting an overview of what the passage says. 

 To the person next to you, describe what happens in your own words.  

 What one verse would you pick to sum up the whole section? 
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MEANI NG: This is about deciding what big idea/s the author is explaining to us 

 What do you think the answer to v49 is? 

 Notice Jesus forgives her and wipes away her debt (v42, 48) and also 

she repents and has faith (v44-47, v50). How do you think those 2 

things connect together? What is their relationship to each other? 

God forgives us and brings about repentance and faith in us, and we also need to 

respond to God’s offer of forgiveness in repentance and faith. Because of what the 

woman already knows about Jesus she comes to him and trusts he will forgive her. 

Her repentance (seen in washing Jesus’ feet) is a sign of the love she has for Jesus 

because of being forgiven (v47). For more check out: Mark 1:15-16 (our need to 

repent and believe), Eph 2:8-9 and 2 Tim 2:25 (God bringing faith and repentance). 

 

 

APPLY : This is about reflecting on how the passage impacts your life – your 

head (beliefs), heart (emotions) and hands (actions) 

 Do you feel like you’ve been forgiven lots or forgiven little by Jesus? 

 Do you reckon you’re normally more upset by the consequences of 

your sin (i.e. you feel guilty or see how it hurts other people) or by the 

sin itself (i.e. it rejects God and fails to trust and honour Jesus)? 

 What are some ways where we show our love for Jesus in our lives? 

How can we help each other grow in our love for Jesus? 

 Simon judges this ‘sinful woman’ because he seems to have forgotten 

or failed to notice that he is a sinful man.  

What kinds of people at Salt Church or across the Illawarra do you find 

hard to love? How could remembering how much you’ve been forgiven 

help you to love those kinds of people? 

 

 

Pray TO END: Praise God for Jesus and that through Him we can be 

forgiven. Pray our love for Jesus would grow. 
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LUKE 8:1 -21   1 9-23 MAR  

DI RECTI ON : This is Luke’s version of the Parable of the Sower. It’s all about 

checking how we’re listening to Jesus. 3 soils hear his words, but the word 

of God is snatched away or choked out. Only the one who hears, retains 

and perseveres in listening to Jesus’ word is the good soil. Jesus speaks in 

parables to judge and divide people – so that those who are unwilling to 

accept God’s words would hear them but not understand them. Let’s 

encourage each other in our Small Group today: ‘Do not merely listen to 

the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says’ (James 1:22) 

PRAY  to start: Pray that we’d listen well to Jesus and His words today 

LAUNCH : When was the last time you got busted for not listening? 

Context: This is about seeing how this passage fits into the chapter and book 

 From what we’ve seen so far in Luke, why should we listen to Jesus? 

 

Read Luke 8:1-21 

 

OBSERVATI ON: This is about getting an overview of what the passage says. 

 Imagine this passage was a comic book or a movie. Try and break it up 

into the different scenes. 
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MEANI NG: This is about deciding what big idea/s the author is explaining to us 

 Answer this in 1-2 sentences in your own words: what is the main point 

of Jesus’ parable? 

 What reason does Jesus give for why he speaks in parables? What is the 

right response to his parables? 

 Does Jesus’ response to his mother and brothers (v19-21) surprise 

you? Why or why not? How does it fit with what he’s just been saying? 

 

 

 

APPLY : This is about reflecting on how the passage impacts your life – your 

head (beliefs), heart (emotions) and hands (actions). 

 When do you find it hard to listen to Jesus – what situations or in what 

parts of your life? 

 Do you think you’re in danger of being ‘choked by life’s worries, riches 

and pleasures’ (v14)? 

 What is Jesus calling us to do in v21? How can we support each other 

to do that this week? 

 

 

 

Pray to end:  

1. Praise God for His Spirit, who helps us listen to and apply His word 

2. Ask God to help us put into practice what we hear, and encourage 

each other to do this too 
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LUKE 8:22-39  26-30 MAR  

DI RECTI ON : This passage will take us up to Good Friday and Easter Sunday. 

It’s a great chance to reflect on our Lord and Saviour who has power over 

life and death, and who has defeated death in His resurrection. Rather 

than being afraid of Jesus and his power, as so many people are in this 

section, we can have faith in him, as Jesus wants us to. 

PRAY  to start: Ask God to help us live as lifelong disciples of Jesus 

LAUNCH : What’s your craziest experience of getting stuck in a storm? 

Context: This is about seeing how this passage fits into the chapter and book 

 In Luke so far, what things has Jesus had power over? E.g. sickness. 

 

Read Luke 8:22-39 

 

OBSERVATI ON: This is about getting an overview of what the passage says. 

 Turn to the person next to you and describe what happens in these 

verses, in your own words. 

 

 

MEANI NG: This is about deciding what big idea/s the author is explaining to us 

 What things does Jesus have power over here?  

 Jesus seems surprised by his disciple’s request in v24-25. Why do you 

think that is? 

 

 How do people respond to Jesus 
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here? – Look out for the words ‘faith’ and ‘fear’. Why are they afraid? 

What response does Jesus want? 

 

 

 

APPLY : This is about reflecting on how the passage impacts your life – your 

head (beliefs), heart (emotions) and hands (actions). 

 When do you find yourself becoming afraid instead of trusting God? 

 How would you respond if someone said to you: ‘All Jesus’ miracles can 

be disproven by science’? 

 How does it feel to know that the Jesus we trust and worship is the 

One with power over all creation, all evil spiritual powers, over life and 

death? What confidence does that give us in our day-to-day lives? 

 

 

 

Pray to end:  

1. Praise God for giving His Son dominion over all things 

2. Ask God to help us trust Jesus every-day without second guessing him 
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LUKE 9:1 -27  2-6 APR  

DI RECTI ON : Jesus sends out his disciples to preach about the Kingdom of 

God and to show its blessings breaking into the world by healing people of 

diseases and by casting out demons. Which leads Herod to wonder who 

Jesus is. Which leads Jesus to feed thousands of people in the wilderness, 

just like God did for Israel with manna in Exodus. Which leads Jesus to ask 

his disciples who they think he is. Which leads to Peter’s confession that 

Jesus is more than a prophet, he is the Messiah, God’s chosen King. Which 

leads Jesus to teach us what it looks like to belong to and follow Him, and 

why it is so worth it! 

PRAY  to start: Praise God that His kingdom is real and that we know 

Jesus is the King 

LAUNCH : What’s something you’ve given up for a while? E.g. cigarettes, 

chocolate for a year, washing your clothes (hopefully not!) 

Context: This is about seeing how this passage fits into the chapter and book 

 What were you reminded of about Jesus at Easter? 

 

Read Luke 9:1-27 

 

OBSERVATI ON: This is about getting an overview of what the passage says. 

 If you were to split this section into a comic strip or a movie, what 

scenes would you have? 

 Give each scene a title to describe it, e.g. v7-9 ‘Herod asks: who dis?’ 
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MEANI NG: This is about deciding what big idea/s the author is explaining to us 

 What do you think ‘Christ’ or ‘God’s Messiah’ means (v20)? 

 There are lots of ‘musts’ in v21-27. What are some of them? 

 What is the one way we’re meant to respond to Jesus the Christ? Why 

is this a good response to make? 

  

 

 

APPLY : This is about reflecting on how the passage impacts your life – your 

head (beliefs), heart (emotions) and hands (actions). 

 Jesus says: ‘whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves 

and take up their cross daily and follow me’ (v23). How do you think 

this might affect us: 

o When we’re making decisions? 

o When we’re watching TV or movies? 

o In the way we speak to other people? 

o … now come up with your own one 

 Does making this response feel like hard work? What encourages you 

from the passage that this is not just the right response to make to 

Jesus but a great response to make to Jesus? 

 

 

 

Pray to end:  

1. Praise God that His kingdom is real and that we belong to the King 

2. Pray for God’s help to actively deny ourselves, take up our cross daily 

and live for Jesus instead of ourselves, in every part of our lives 
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LUKE 9:28-50  9- 1 3 APR 
DI RECTI ON : With all we’ve seen about who Jesus is in Luke 1-9, the only 

right response is to listen to and obey him. Now on top of a mountain 

Jesus is transfigured before the eyes of Peter, James and John and they see 

him in all his glory, as he truly is. Not only that, but God also speaks to 

declare who Jesus is: His Son, His Chosen One. The only right response to 

make to Jesus is: to listen to him. One day we too will see Jesus in all His 

glory, face to face, and we will fall at His knees to worship Him forever! 

PRAY  to start: Pray we would never stop growing in our wonder at who 

God is and at what He’s done for us in Jesus 

LAUNCH : What’s the most amazing thing you’ve ever seen? 

Context: This is about seeing how this passage fits into the chapter and book 

 What have we seen in Luke 1-9 about who Jesus is? 

 

Read Luke 9:28-50 

 

OBSERVATI ON: This is about getting an overview of what the passage says. 

 To the person next to you describe what happens in this section in 

your own words. 

 Now pick one verse that you think sums up the whole section. 
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MEANI NG: This is about deciding what big idea/s the author is explaining to us 

 In the cloud God says of Jesus: ‘This is my Son, whom I have chosen’ 

(v35). These titles carry lots of ideas with them from the OT. 

Read Psalm 2:7-12 and Isaiah 42:1-7 

What are we expecting God’s ‘Son’ and God’s ‘Chosen One’ to do? 

 What do you notice about what God says to do in v.35 and what Jesus 

says to do in v.44? 

 

 

 

APPLY : This is about reflecting on how the passage impacts your life – your 

head (beliefs), heart (emotions) and hands (actions). 

 When do you find it hardest to listen to the words of Jesus? Why do 

you think that is? How can we help each other to listen to Jesus better? 

 Thinking back across this whole series in Luke 1-9: What things have 

you loved most in Luke? What things have you found hardest to hear? 

 One day we will see Jesus in all His glory, face to face, and ‘every knee 

will bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue 

will acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father’ 

(Philippians 2:10-11) 

What can help us remember that day is coming, and look forward to it? 

 

 

 

Pray to end:  

1. Praise God for all His goodness to us in Jesus, and all that He’s taught 

us in Luke 1-9  

2. Ask Him to help us listen to Him, living lives of obedience and love



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘I want you to know the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins’  

(Luke 5:24) 

 

 

For more Small Group Leader resources: 

www.saltchurch.info/resources/small-group-leaders 


