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Joshua: COVENANT KEEPER  
Joshua tells the story of how Israel conquered the Promised Land. After 

God saved His people from Egypt and they wandered in the desert for 40 

years, God led them through the Jordan River to take possession of the 

land He’d promised to Abraham, more than 400 years earlier.  

Joshua is full of battles and victory, fear and courage, disobedience and 

calls to obey. Through all the ups and downs God is with His leader Joshua 

and God is at work keeping His promises. 

4000 years ago Israel moved into the land God promised them. 4000 years 

later that story radically changes us. How? 

Joshua is intensely practical. The right way to read the Old Testament is 

‘cross-eyed’ – seeing how it points us to and is ultimately fulfilled in Jesus 

Christ. If we read Joshua rightly – on the other side of the cross as people 

of the Christ – it teaches us: what true faith looks like, how to fight sin and 

love our Christian community, how to make sense of the ‘Holy wars’ in the 

bible, what it looks like to seek God’s will, how we can keep passion for God 

into our eighties, and what it looks like to be driven by our beliefs. 

But above all, Joshua shows us our God who keeps his promises, our 

covenant keeping God.  

‘So the Lord gave Israel all the land he had sworn to give their 

ancestors, and they took possession of it and settled there. The Lord 

gave them rest on every side, just as he had sworn to their ancestors. 

Not one of their enemies withstood them; the Lord gave all their 

enemies into their hands. Not one of all the Lord’s good promises to 

Israel failed; every one was fulfilled.’ (Joshua 21:43-45) 

We’re people of the new covenant made in Jesus’ blood (Jer 31:31-34, Luke 

22:20). God is with us, now by His Spirit living in us. And God will keep His 

promises to us (2 Cor 1:20): 

‘No matter how many promises God has made, they are “Yes” in Christ. 

And so through him the “Amen” is spoken by us to the glory of God’  
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Joshua: resources 
Map, Timeline, Context: Joshua tracks the movement of Israel as God leads 

them to conquer the land. It’s full of unusual names of places and peoples. 

To help you follow along there’s a map and timeline in these notes. There’s 

also context on how Joshua fits in the bible’s storyline so far. 

Devotions: we’re looking at big sections of Joshua on Sundays but smaller 

sections in our Small Groups, so the Salt maturity team developed a Bible 

Reading Plan. There’s 5 bible readings a week and some questions you 

could read to take you through pretty much the whole book of Joshua. 

 

OVERVI EW: the term 
DATE bi ble DATE bi ble 

23-27 Jul Joshua 2:1-11 27-31 Aug 
Joshua 14:1-5; and 

19:17-23 

Fri 27 Jul 
Share Hope  

Training Night 
3-7 Sep Joshua 14:6-14 

30 Jul-3 Aug Joshua 3:9-16; 4:23-5:1 10-14 Sep 
Joshua 23:1-3, 14-16; 

24:14-18 

6-10 Aug Joshua 6:1-5, 16-21 17-21 Sep Psalm 73 

13-17 Aug 
Joshua 7:1, 10-12, 

19-21, 24-26 
24-28 Sep Psalm 139 

20-24 Aug Joshua 9:3-15 1-5, 8-12 Oct Have a break! 
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Share hope : i n small groups 
Our Small Groups exist so we can help each other know God better and 

learn to love each other like God loves us. Normally the centre of our time 

together is spent working through part of the bible and praying from it. 

For part of this term though we’re doing something a little different. Our 

whole church is seeking to Share Hope with our friends and family who 

don’t know Jesus.  

Hundreds of thousands of people around us – the people we work with, 

live near, shop from – don’t know Jesus. Most of them don’t even know a 

Christian who could tell them about Jesus. In fact if every unbeliever who 

knew a Christian became a Christian right now, 60% of the Illawarra would 

still not know Jesus. 

How does this affect Small Groups? Just for this term we’re going to help 

each other share hope. We want you to split your Small Group time in half. 

So however long you normally give to reading the bible, discussing and 

praying, split it in half – give ½ to talking about mission and ½ to Joshua, i.e. 

1. Mission Time: as a group share friends you could take a next step with, 

stories of attempts to take those next steps, pray for these friends and 

each other, and work through resources the Salt Mission team 

provides (they’re included in these notes). 

2. Bible & Prayer Time: work through Joshua and pray from it and for 

each other. Sermons will cover big chunks (several chapters) but Bible 

Discussion Notes dip into 10 verse sections, with just a few questions.  

It’s up to your group which order you do these 2 bits in. You could even flip 

it each week. Don’t stress if you spend more time on 1 bit 1 week; just 

change it up the next week and spend more time on the other bit. 

Overall: No-one expects you to be fantastic at sharing the gospel with your 

friends (who of us is, really!) Just try and take next steps with the people 

you know, be honest with your group, and pray to the God who saves and 

who deserves all people everywhere to honour and worship Him. 
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Share hope : prayer  
Paul urges Christians: ‘Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and 

thankful. And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so 

that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ’ (Col 4:2-3) 

Praying before, during and after sharing the hope we have in Jesus with 

friends who don’t know him is crucial for countless reasons; here’s just 3:  

 It focuses us on the Lord Jesus Christ, who deserves the glory of 

people turning to him in repentance and faith. 

 It underlines that what we do matters. As we share God’s life changing 

message with the lost, God loves to use our words to save them. 

 It reminds us it’s only God the Holy Spirit who can change people’s 

hearts and bring them from spiritual death to life. 

 

Sometimes we want to pray but we don’t know where to start. Or we run 

out of ideas and find ourselves saying the same type of prayers on repeat.  

Here are 12 suggestions of things you could pray for during the month of 

August, as our whole church seeks to Share Hope: 

1. Pray that God will keep us mindful of Jesus, so that praise of Christ on 

His throne will be the big reason we’re on mission. 

2. Pray that in our Small Groups we’d be honest about anything that 

holds us back from doing mission and sharing our hope.  

3. Pray that God would soften the hearts of the people we want to reach, 

and give thanks that He’s able to soften even the hardest of hearts.  

4. Pray that we’d be able to remember and employ the knowledge and 

skills we learned at the Share Hope training night, and from books 

we’ve read, sermons we’ve heard, other training moments and past 

experiences.  

5. Ask God for boldness, because He’s able to give that to even the 

meekest of us. 
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6. Pray that we will recognise the opportunities God gives us and just 

take them rather than waiting for the ‘perfect one’. 

7. Ask that God will give you the right words to say at the right time.  

8. Ask God to prepare us to make the sacrifices needed to invest in the 

lives of people we want to reach with His life saving news.  

9. Pray that God will strengthen and deepen our relationships with the 

people we want to reach.  

10. Pray that God will use other Christians He’s placed in the lives of the 

people we want to reach. 

11. Give thanks that God rules over Satan and ask God to defeat Satan’s 

attempts to keep us silent and our loved ones in darkness. 

12. Pray that our hearts will be convicted of Jesus’ worthiness to be 

worshipped. Give thanks that He can and does change the desires of 

our hearts over time. 
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JOSHUA: THE STORY  SO FAR  
For many of us the Old Testament is confusing & unknown. The book of Joshua 

comes partway through the story of the bible. So here is the story so far…  

After Adam and Eve sin and disobey God’s command, God sends them out 

of the garden. That sin, refusing to trust and obey God, is repeated by the 

rest of humanity. It climaxes in the flood, where ‘The Lord saw how great the 

wickedness of the human race had become on the earth, and that every 

inclination of the thoughts of the human heart was only evil all the time… So 

the Lord said, “I will wipe from the face of the earth the human race I have 

created’ (Gen 6:5-7); all humanity except for Noah and his family.  

After Noah and his family re-populate the earth, humans again rise up 

against God at the tower of Babel; they say ‘Come, let us build ourselves a 

city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name for 

ourselves’ (Gen 11:4). In judgement God confuses their language and 

scatters them across the earth.  

But then God chooses one person: Abraham. He promises him the land of 

Canaan, offspring more numerous than the stars in the sky or sand on the 

shore, and blessing (Gen 12:1-3). He makes a covenant with Abraham – 

which means a treaty, a deal or an agreement: 

‘On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram… the Lord said to 

him “Know for certain that for four hundred years your descendants 

will be strangers in a country not their own and that they will be 

enslaved and mistreated there. But I will punish the nation they serve 

as slaves, and afterward they will come out with great possessions…  

…and he said, “To your descendants I give this land, from the Wadi of 

Egypt to the great river, the Euphrates – the land of the Kenites, 

Kenizzites, Kadmonites, Hittites, Perizzites, Rephaites, Amorites, 

Canaanites, Girgashites and Jebusites’. (Gen 15:13-14, 18-21) 

God is the covenant keeper, so He will keep all these promises. They start 

being fulfilled in the birth of Isaac when Abraham is 100+ years old.  
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Then Isaac has 2 sons: Jacob and Esau. Jacob’s name is changed by God to 

‘Israel’, he has 12 sons, and his sons become the 12 tribes of Israel – Asher, 

Naphtali, Zebulun, Issacur, Dan, Gad, Reuben, Judah, Simeon, Levi, 

Benjamin and Joseph (Joseph has 2 sons, Manasseh & Ephraim, and 

they’re listed as the names of the tribes rather than Joseph). Check out 

those names on this map. Those 12 tribes come up lots in Joshua. 

You might remember Joseph. He’s the 2nd youngest son of Jacob/Israel and 

he’s sold as a slave by his brothers and winds up in Egypt. But their evil 

‘God intended…for good’ (Gen 50:20) so Joseph becomes the second in 

charge of Egypt, underneath the Pharaoh. Due to a famine Jacob moves his 

12 sons and all their families to Egypt. 

No-one lives forever, so in Egypt: ‘Joseph and all his brothers and all that 

generation died…’ But as God promised Abraham: ‘…the Israelites were 

exceedingly fruitful; they multiplied greatly, increased in numbers and became 

so numerous that the land was filled with them’ (Ex 1:6-7).  

After Joseph dies a new Pharaoh replaces the old one. He oppresses God’s 

people, who cry out for help. What does God do? God ‘heard their groaning 

and he remembered his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac and with Jacob’ (Ex 

2:24). As God promised in the covenant He made with Abraham more than 

400 years earlier, God sends Moses to Pharaoh to deliver the nation of 

Israel from Pharaoh, through a series of plagues. 

The plagues have a purpose. God explains they come so that Pharaoh: 

‘may know that there is no one like me in all the earth. For by now I could have 

stretched out my hand and struck you and your people with a plague that 

would have wiped you off the earth. But I have raised you up for this very 

purpose, that I might show you my power and that my name might be 

proclaimed in all the earth’ (Ex 9:14-16). 

After the final plague – the death of Egypt’s firstborn sons, but the “passing 

over” of Israel’s houses that had lamb’s blood above their doors – Pharaoh 

sends all Israel out of the land. God’s people pass safely through the Red 

(or Reed) Sea, which collapses on the Egyptian army who pursued them: 

‘And when the Israelites saw the mighty hand of the Lord displayed against the 

Egyptians, the people feared the Lord and put their trust in him and in Moses 

his servant’ (Ex 14:30) 
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God brings His people to Mount Sinai and makes another covenant 

through Moses. He says: ‘if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out 

of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is 

mine, you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation’ (Ex 19:5-6).  

Moses is given the 10 commandments, and other laws and decrees from 

God which spell out the conditions of the covenant: this is what it will 

mean to live as God’s chosen people.  

Exodus ends with God living with His people in the Tabernacle (a big tent): 

‘Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the Lord filled the 

tabernacle. Moses could not enter the tent of meeting because the cloud had 

settled on it, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle’ (Ex 40:34-35) 

God has made them into a mighty nation, but they are not in the Promised 

Land yet. Which brings us to the book of Numbers. Numbers records how 

God led Israel to the edge of the Promised Land. At God’s command (Num 

13:1-2), Moses sends 12 spies to suss out the land. They explore for 40 

days and when they return 2 of the spies (Joshua and Caleb) bring a super 

positive report: ‘We should go up and take possession of the land, for we can 

certainly do it’. But not so the other 10 spies: ‘We can’t attack those people; 

they are stronger than we are.” And they spread among the Israelites a bad 

report about the land they had explored’ (Num 13:30-32)  

Israel listen to the 10 instead of the 2; they listen to their fears instead of 

having faith in their God. Because Israel refuse to trust their longsuffering 

God, he speaks these chilling words to them:  

‘…as surely as I live and as surely as the glory of the Lord fills the whole 

earth, not one of those who saw my glory and the signs I performed in 

Egypt and in the wilderness but who disobeyed me and tested me ten 

times – not one of them will ever see the land I promised on oath to 

their ancestors…  

For forty years – one year for each of the forty days you explored the 

land – you will suffer for your sins and know what it is like to have me 

against you… Not one of you will enter the land I swore with uplifted 

hand to make your home, except Caleb son of Jephunneh and Joshua 

son of Nun’ (Num 13:21-23, 30, 34) 
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So they wander in the wilderness for 40 years until the whole generation 

has died. Yet even in the desert God provides for them. When Israel 

approach the land of Sihon King of the Ammorites, and ask if they can pass 

through he says no, engages them in battle, but they defeat him.  

Similarly Og the King of Bashan marches out with his whole army to attack 

Israel, but: ‘The Lord said to Moses, “Do not be afraid of him, for I have 

delivered him into your hands, along with his whole army and his land. Do to 

him what you did to Sihon king of the Amorites, who reigned in Heshbon.” So 

they struck him down, together with his sons and his whole army, leaving them 

no survivors. And they took possession of his land’ (Num 21:34-35). 

Then, just before Israel enter the Promised Land, three things happen:  

1. Moses counts all the men of Israel, and God tells him to divide up the 

land fairly when they enter it (Num 26:51-54).  

2. Two of the 12 tribes – the Reubenites and Gadites (and ½ of the tribe 

of Mannasseh, who is one of the 2 sons of Joseph) – decide they want 

to stay on the East side of the Jordan River in the plains of Moab, 

rather than enter the Promised Land, which is not an awesome idea… 

‘The Reubenites and Gadites, who had very large herds and flocks, saw that the 

lands of Jazer and Gilead were suitable for livestock. So they came to Moses and 

Eleazar the priest and to the leaders of the community, and said... “let this land 

be given to your servants as our possession. Do not make us cross the Jordan.”  

Moses said to the Gadites and Reubenites, “Should your fellow Israelites go to 

war while you sit here? Why do you discourage the Israelites from crossing over 

into the land the Lord has given them? This is what your fathers did… they 

discouraged the Israelites from entering the land the Lord had given them… And 

here you are, a brood of sinners, standing in the place of your fathers and 

making the Lord even more angry with Israel. If you turn away from following 

him, he will again leave all this people in the wilderness, and you will be the 

cause of their destruction.”  
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Then they came up to him and said, “We would like to build pens here for our 

livestock and cities for our women and children. But we will arm ourselves for 

battle and go ahead of the Israelites until we have brought them to their place... 

We will not return to our homes until each of the Israelites has received their 

inheritance.” 

…Then Moses said to them, “If you will do this – if you will arm yourselves before 

the Lord for battle and if all of you who are armed cross over the Jordan before 

the Lord until he has driven his enemies out before him – then when the land is 

subdued before the Lord, you may return and be free from your obligation to 

the Lord and to Israel. And this land will be your possession before the Lord’ 

(Num 32:1-22) 

3. Because of his own disobedience Moses dies. 

‘Then Moses climbed Mount Nebo from the plains of Moab to the top of Pisgah, 

across from Jericho. There the Lord showed him the whole land – from Gilead 

to Dan, all of Naphtali, the territory of Ephraim and Manasseh, all the land of 

Judah as far as the Mediterranean Sea, the Negev and the whole region from 

the Valley of Jericho, the City of Palms, as far as Zoar.  

Then the Lord said to him, “This is the land I promised on oath to Abraham, 

Isaac and Jacob when I said, ‘I will give it to your descendants.’ I have let you see 

it with your eyes, but you will not cross over into it.” And Moses the servant of 

the Lord died there in Moab, as the Lord had said’ (Deut 34:1-5) 

Which brings us to the book of Joshua… 

Joshua: on the edge of the Promised Land 

Israel stand on the edge of the Promised Land with an overwhelming task 

before them. They must cross the Jordan River while it’s at the height of 

the flood season, they must defeat thousands of people in impenetrable 

fortresses like Jericho, they must do it all with their new leader Joshua, and 

to top it all off they’re well aware that their history is littered with failure. 

What hope is there really? Their only hope is in their covenant keeping 

God. He is with Joshua and Israel. 
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Here’s how Joshua starts 

‘After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, the Lord said to 

Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ aide: “Moses my servant is dead. Now then, 

you and all these people, get ready to cross the Jordan River into the 

land I am about to give to them—to the Israelites.  

I will give you every place where you set your foot, as I promised Moses. 

Your territory will extend from the desert to Lebanon, and from the 

great river, the Euphrates—all the Hittite country—to the 

Mediterranean Sea in the west.  

No one will be able to stand against you all the days of your life. As I 

was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake 

you.’ (Joshua 1:1-5) 

 

Jesus: God with us 

We worship the same covenant keeping God, who makes a new covenant 

with us through the blood of His Son. God is with us – not so we can defeat 

our enemies or conquer a land. God is with us by His Spirit so we can live 

as Jesus’ disciples and make many more from all the nations of the earth. 

Jesus said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 

them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with 

you always, to the very end of the age.” (Matt 28:18-20) 
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Source: https://visualunit.files.wordpress.com/2010/03/bible_timeline.png 
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Joshua 1   1 6-20 JUL   

In our Small Groups we’re covering just a few verses 

of Joshua each week. To help you go deeper into this 

important part of the bible, below are 5 readings and 

a few questions you could think about. Look at as 

many or as few a week as you are able to. 

 

DAY 1: Joshua 1:1-6 

1 After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, the Lord said to Joshua son 

of Nun, Moses’ aide: 2 “Moses my servant is dead. Now then, you and all these 

people, get ready to cross the Jordan River into the land I am about to give to 

them—to the Israelites. 3 I will give you every place where you set your foot, as I 

promised Moses. 4 Your territory will extend from the desert to Lebanon, and 

from the great river, the Euphrates—all the Hittite country—to the 

Mediterranean Sea in the west. 5 No one will be able to stand against you all 

the days of your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave 

you nor forsake you. 6 Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these 

people to inherit the land I swore to their ancestors to give them. 

 What does this teach us about God? 

 What does this teach us about Israel? 

 What promises does God make? 

DAY 2: Matthew 28:18-20 

18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has 

been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and 

teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with 

you always, to the very end of the age.” 

 What does this teach us about Jesus? 

 What promise does Jesus make? 

 What is God’s mission now compared to in Joshua? 
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DAY 3: Joshua 1:7-9 

7 “Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant 

Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be 

successful wherever you go. 8 Keep this Book of the Law always on your lips; 

meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything 

written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful. 9 Have I not 

commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be 

discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.” 

 What does God care about? 

 Why does God want Joshua to be Strong and Courageous? 

 If you truly believed God was with you wherever you went, how 

could that change your fears of…?  

DAY 4: Psalm 119: 9-16 

How can a young person stay on the path of purity? 

    By living according to your word. 

10 I seek you with all my heart; 

    do not let me stray from your commands. 

11 I have hidden your word in my heart 

    that I might not sin against you. 

12 Praise be to you, Lord; 

    teach me your decrees. 

13 With my lips I recount 

    all the laws that come from your mouth. 

14 I rejoice in following your statutes 

    as one rejoices in great riches. 

15 I meditate on your precepts 

    and consider your ways. 

16 I delight in your decrees; 

    I will not neglect your word. 

 What does this teach us about God? 

 What things do you tend to find your ‘delight’ in? Where does the 

psalmist find it?  

 How does this point us to Jesus? 
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DAY 5: Joshua 1:10-18 

10 So Joshua ordered the officers of the people: 11 “Go through the camp and 

tell the people, ‘Get your provisions ready. Three days from now you will cross 

the Jordan here to go in and take possession of the land the Lord your God is 

giving you for your own.’” 

12 But to the Reubenites, the Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh, Joshua 

said, 13 “Remember the command that Moses the servant of the Lord gave you 

after he said, ‘The Lord your God will give you rest by giving you this land.’ 14 

Your wives, your children and your livestock may stay in the land that Moses 

gave you east of the Jordan, but all your fighting men, ready for battle, must 

cross over ahead of your fellow Israelites. You are to help them 15 until the 

Lord gives them rest, as he has done for you, and until they too have taken 

possession of the land the Lord your God is giving them. After that, you may go 

back and occupy your own land, which Moses the servant of the Lord gave you 

east of the Jordan toward the sunrise.” 

16 Then they answered Joshua, “Whatever you have commanded us we will do, 

and wherever you send us we will go. 17 Just as we fully obeyed Moses, so we 

will obey you. Only may the Lord your God be with you as he was with 

Moses.18 Whoever rebels against your word and does not obey it, whatever you 

may command them, will be put to death. Only be strong and courageous!” 

 What does this teach us about God? 

 How important is it to obey those in authority over you? 

 How does this point us to Jesus? 
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Joshua 2  23-27 JUL   

This term as a whole church we’re seeking to Share 

the Hope of Jesus with more people in our city.  

There is no “one size fits all” way to do this, but we’ve 

put together a few suggestions that may help you 

think about how you can share the hope of Jesus with 

those in your life. 

Who are the non-Christians in your life?  

List in the table below some non-Christian people you are in contact with 

daily, weekly or monthly. They could be friends, family, neighbours, 

colleagues or other community connections.  

Daily Weekly Monthly (or less) 
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Who could you introduce them to?  

It’s possible that you’re the only Christian person they know! Who from Salt 

Church do you think they’d have things in common with? Could you invite a 

bunch of people over and give an opportunity for your non-Christian 

friends to meet more Christians?  

Conversations 

Sam Chan, in his book Evangelism in a Sceptical World helpfully outlines 3 

layers of conversations we may be having in these relationships. Take a 

moment to think about which circle some of the contacts you listed in the 

table might be in. 

It’s also worth pointing out that while you might be eager to tell them stuff, 

a crucial part of conversations is LISTENING. This enables you to better 

understand their way of thinking and ask relevant questions. 
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What’s the next step?  

Choose a couple of your non-Christian friends and write down a next step 

you can take to help you Share Hope with them this winter, e.g. introduce 

them to someone specific, ask them a particular question, move them to 

the next level of conversations. 

Person Next Step 

  

  

  

Pray together for your contacts and for one another as you seek to Share 

Hope in the coming weeks and months. 
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God’s promises to Joshua in Chapter 1 – to give Israel 

the land and be with Joshua as he was with Moses – 

set the scene for the book. But how will it play out? 

How will they come to occupy the land? Will they trust 

God wholeheartedly and listen to His instructions? The 

1st scene of the story involves a prostitute and 2 spies.  

It’s important because: 1) It’s one of the first times someone outside the 

community of God’s people recognises God is mighty and merciful and so 

trusts Him; 2) Gods plans prevail for the good of His people, as the spies 

say: ‘The Lord has surely given the whole land into our hands’ (v24). 

Read Joshua 2:1-11 

I NTO THE BI BLE : Who are the main characters and what do they do? 

 What is Rahab’s motivation – why does she hide the 2 spies? 

 From this passage, what does someone need to do to be saved? What 

does that tell us about our God? 

APPLY : How does God’s mercy that saves drive your actions? How does 

this encourage you to share your hope and be on mission? 

PRAY : That we may never take God’s saving work in Jesus for granted, that 

we’ll push ourselves to reach others with the gospel, and that we’ll be joyful 

and thankful for those that come into relationship with you, God. 
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In our Small Groups we’re covering just a few verses of 

Joshua each week. To help you go deeper into this 

important part of the bible, below are 5 readings and 

a few questions you could think about. Look at as 

many or as few a week as you are able to. 

 

DAY 1: Joshua 2: 1-7 

Then Joshua son of Nun secretly sent two spies from Shittim. “Go, look over the 

land,” he said, “especially Jericho.” So they went and entered the house of a 

prostitute named Rahab and stayed there. 

2 The king of Jericho was told, “Look, some of the Israelites have come here 

tonight to spy out the land.” 3 So the king of Jericho sent this message to 

Rahab: “Bring out the men who came to you and entered your house, because 

they have come to spy out the whole land.” 

4 But the woman had taken the two men and hidden them. She said, “Yes, the 

men came to me, but I did not know where they had come from. 5 At dusk, 

when it was time to close the city gate, they left. I don’t know which way they 

went. Go after them quickly. You may catch up with them.” 6 (But she had 

taken them up to the roof and hidden them under the stalks of flax she had laid 

out on the roof.) 7 So the men set out in pursuit of the spies on the road that 

leads to the fords of the Jordan, and as soon as the pursuers had gone out, the 

gate was shut.  

 What’s your first reaction when you read this passage? 

 Do you think it’s important that we’re told Rahab was a prostitute? 

Why / why not? 

 Would you want to read this passage with a non-Christian friend? 

Why / why not? 
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DAY 2: Matthew 9:9-13 

9 As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax 

collector’s booth. “Follow me,” he told him, and Matthew got up and followed 

him. 

10 While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew’s house, many tax collectors and 

sinners came and ate with him and his disciples. 11 When the Pharisees saw 

this, they asked his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and 

sinners?” 

12 On hearing this, Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the 

sick. 13 But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I 

have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.” 

 What do we learn about Jesus from this? 

 In what ways is this similar to yesterday's passage?  

 Do you ever feel afraid to be seen with sinners? 

DAY 3: Joshua 2:8-14 

8 Before the spies lay down for the night, she went up on the roof 9 and said to 

them, “I know that the Lord has given you this land and that a great fear of you 

has fallen on us, so that all who live in this country are melting in fear because 

of you.10 We’ve heard how the Lord dried up the water of the Red Sea for you 

when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to Sihon and Og, the two kings 

of the Amorites east of the Jordan, whom you completely destroyed. 11 When 

we heard of it, our hearts melted in fear and everyone’s courage failed because 

of you, for the Lord your God is God in heaven above and on the earth below. 

12 “Now then, please swear to me by the Lord that you will show kindness to 

my family, because I have shown kindness to you. Give me a sure sign 13 that 

you will spare the lives of my father and mother, my brothers and sisters, and 

all who belong to them—and that you will save us from death.” 

14 “Our lives for your lives!” the men assured her. “If you don’t tell what we are 

doing, we will treat you kindly and faithfully when the Lord gives us the land.” 

 What does this teach us about God? 

 God’s fame (glory) goes before him and leads Rahab to worship 

him. What is it about God’s fame that makes you worship him? 

 How does this point us to Jesus? 
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DAY 4: Joshua 2:15-21 

15 So she let them down by a rope through the window, for the house she lived 

in was part of the city wall. 16 She said to them, “Go to the hills so the pursuers 

will not find you. Hide yourselves there three days until they return, and then go 

on your way.” 

17 Now the men had said to her, “This oath you made us swear will not be 

binding on us 18 unless, when we enter the land, you have tied this scarlet cord 

in the window through which you let us down, and unless you have brought 

your father and mother, your brothers and all your family into your house. 19 

If any of them go outside your house into the street, their blood will be on their 

own heads; we will not be responsible. As for those who are in the house with 

you, their blood will be on our head if a hand is laid on them. 20 But if you tell 

what we are doing, we will be released from the oath you made us swear.” 

21 “Agreed,” she replied. “Let it be as you say.” So she sent them away, and they 

departed. And she tied the scarlet cord in the window. 

 What does this deal show about the people of Israel? 

 Why do you think God cares about salvation for this one family, 

when He’s about to judge the thousands in Jericho for their sin? 

DAY 5: Joshua 2:22-24 

22 When they left, they went into the hills and stayed there three days, until the 

pursuers had searched all along the road and returned without finding 

them.23 Then the two men started back. They went down out of the hills, forded 

the river and came to Joshua son of Nun and told him everything that had 

happened to them. 24 They said to Joshua, “The Lord has surely given the whole 

land into our hands; all the people are melting in fear because of us.” 

 What do we learn about God here? 

 What do we learn about Israel? 

 How do you think sending the spies helps with the eventual battle? 
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Joshua 3-5  30 jul -  3 aug   

Let’s check in on our friends. Has anyone been able 

to take a next step this week? Is there anything we 

can celebrate or pray for? Is there a conversation you 

hope to have this week; what do you think you’ll say? 

Even if everyone in our church shared their faith with 

a non-Christian friend, and that friend became a 

Christian, we’d still only have reached about 550 of the 300,000 people in 

our region – that’s more of a trickle than a flood! In our own strength, 

there’s no way we will see a flood of disciples, but we trust that God is the 

one who will do this work – He’s so much bigger and more powerful than 

we are and He’s at work in all things.  

Spend time praying, for two things in particular:  

1. Faithful gospel work being done throughout the Illawarra. Give thanks 

for other churches in our network (the Gospel Coalition) and other 

ministries, like the Uni Bible Group. Pray for protection for churches in 

our region from false teaching, and for an eagerness to reach the lost 

in our city for Jesus. 

2. Pray for those in our city who don’t know any Christians. There are 

many people we pass everyday who don’t have anyone in their lives 

who could tell them about Jesus. Pray particularly for the vulnerable 

and socially isolated: the homeless, refugees, those who don’t speak 

English, those with poor physical or mental health. Pray that God will 

work powerfully to convict them of their need for Jesus. Pray that he 

will bring Christians into their lives to love them and share the hope of 

the gospel with them. 
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The whole book of Joshua has deep roots in God’s 

earlier actions and promises. God held back the 

waters of the Red Sea, and now the Jordan River. God 

saved Israel from slavery in Egypt and now He will give 

them the Promised Land. Our God saved us from 

slavery to sin and He will bring us into a new creation. 

Read Joshua 3:9-16 and 4:23-5:1 

I NTO THE BI BLE : What does this moment remind you of, and how? 

 What is the significance of this moment of crossing the Jordan? 

 What God begins, He finishes! How is that true in Jesus? 

APPLY : Do you fear God’s power and authority? Why / why not?  

 How do you treasure the salvation God has won for us? 

PRAY : That we’d be forever thankful for God’s saving work in Jesus, & that 

we’d fear him – we’d revere His power & authority, & want to obey him. 

In our Small Groups we’re covering just a few verses 

of Joshua each week. To help you go deeper into this 

important part of the bible, below are 5 readings and 

a few questions you could think about. Look at as 

many or as few a week as you are able to. 

DAY 1: Joshua 3:1-8 

Early in the morning Joshua and all the Israelites set out from Shittim and went 

to the Jordan, where they camped before crossing over. 2 After three days the 

officers went throughout the camp, 3 giving orders to the people: “When you 

see the ark of the covenant of the Lord your God, and the Levitical priests 

carrying it, you are to move out from your positions and follow it. 4 Then you 

will know which way to go, since you have never been this way before. But keep 

a distance of about 2000 cubits between you and the ark; do not go near it.” 
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5 Joshua told the people, “Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord will do 

amazing things among you.” 6 Joshua said to the priests, “Take up the ark of 

the covenant and pass on ahead of the people.” So they took it up and went 

ahead of them. 

7 And the Lord said to Joshua, “Today I will begin to exalt you in the eyes of all 

Israel, so they may know that I am with you as I was with Moses. 8 Tell the 

priests who carry the ark of the covenant: ‘When you reach the edge of the 

Jordan’s waters, go and stand in the river.’” 

 What does this teach us about God? 

 Why does God want to exalt Joshua?  

 What do you think the mood in camp would’ve been at this time?   

DAY 2: Joshua 3:9-17 

9 Joshua said to the Israelites, “Come here and listen to the words of the Lord 

your God. 10 This is how you will know that the living God is among you & that 

he will certainly drive out before you the Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, 

Girgashites, Amorites & Jebusites. 11 See, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of 

all the earth will go into the Jordan ahead of you. 12 Now then, choose twelve 

men from the tribes of Israel, one from each tribe. 13 And as soon as the priests 

who carry the ark of the Lord - the Lord of all the earth - set foot in the Jordan, 

its waters flowing downstream will be cut off and stand up in a heap.” 

14 So when the people broke camp to cross the Jordan, the priests carrying the 

ark of the covenant went ahead of them. 15 Now the Jordan is at flood stage all 

during harvest. Yet as soon as the priests who carried the ark reached the 

Jordan and their feet touched the water’s edge, 16 the water from upstream 

stopped flowing. It piled up in a heap a great distance away, at a town called 

Adam in the vicinity of Zarethan, while the water flowing down to the Sea of the 

Arabah (that is, the Dead Sea) was completely cut off.  

So the people crossed over opposite Jericho. 17 The priests who carried the ark 

of the covenant of the Lord stopped in the middle of the Jordan and stood on 

dry ground, while all Israel passed by until the whole nation had completed the 

crossing on dry ground. 

 What does this show us about God? 

 What sort of faith do you think it takes to step into a flooding river? 

 What area of your life are you struggling to trust God with? What 

sin? What place? What convo? Pray! 
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DAY 3: Joshua 4:1-9 

1 When the whole nation had finished crossing the Jordan, the Lord said to 

Joshua, 2 “Choose twelve men from among the people, one from each tribe, 3 

and tell them to take up twelve stones from the middle of the Jordan, from right 

where the priests are standing, and carry them over with you and put them 

down at the place where you stay tonight.” 

4 So Joshua called together the 12 men he had appointed from the Israelites, 1 

from each tribe, 5 & said to them, “Go over before the ark of the Lord your God 

into the middle of the Jordan. Each of you is to take up a stone on his shoulder, 

according to the number of the tribes of the Israelites, 6 to serve as a sign 

among you. In the future, when your children ask you, ‘What do these stones 

mean?’ 7 tell them that the flow of the Jordan was cut off before the ark of the 

covenant of the Lord. When it crossed the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were 

cut off. These stones are to be a memorial to the people of Israel forever.” 

8 So the Israelites did as Joshua commanded them. They took twelve stones 

from the middle of the Jordan, according to the number of the tribes of the 

Israelites, as the Lord had told Joshua; and they carried them over with them to 

their camp, where they put them down.9 Joshua set up the twelve stones that 

had been in the middle of the Jordan at the spot where the priests who carried 

the ark of the covenant had stood. And they are there to this day. 

 What does this show us about God? 

 What does this teach us about humanity? 

 How does it point us to Jesus?  

DAY 4: Joshua 4:10-5:1 

10 Now the priests who carried the ark remained standing in the middle of the 

Jordan until everything the Lord had commanded Joshua was done by the 

people, just as Moses had directed Joshua. The people hurried over, 11 and as 

soon as all of them had crossed, the ark of the Lord and the priests came to the 

other side while the people watched. 12 The men of Reuben, Gad and the half-

tribe of Manasseh crossed over, ready for battle, in front of the Israelites, as 

Moses had directed them. 13 About forty thousand armed for battle crossed 

over before the Lord to the plains of Jericho for war. 
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14 That day the Lord exalted Joshua in the sight of all Israel; and they stood in 

awe of him all the days of his life, just as they had stood in awe of Moses. 15 

Then the Lord said to Joshua, 16 “Command the priests carrying the ark of the 

covenant law to come up out of the Jordan.” 17 So Joshua commanded the 

priests, “Come up out of the Jordan.” 

18 And the priests came up out of the river carrying the ark of the covenant of 

the Lord. No sooner had they set their feet on the dry ground than the waters of 

the Jordan returned to their place and ran at flood stage as before. 

19 On the tenth day of the first month the people went up from the Jordan and 

camped at Gilgal on the eastern border of Jericho. 20 And Joshua set up at 

Gilgal the twelve stones they had taken out of the Jordan. 21 He said to the 

Israelites, “In the future when your descendants ask their parents, ‘What do 

these stones mean?’ 22 tell them, ‘Israel crossed the Jordan on dry ground.’ 23 

For the Lord your God dried up the Jordan before you until you had crossed 

over. The Lord your God did to the Jordan what he had done to the Red Sea 

when he dried it up before us until we had crossed over.  

24 He did this so that all the peoples of the earth might know that the hand of 

the Lord is powerful and so that you might always fear the Lord your God.” 5:1 

Now when all the Amorite kings west of the Jordan and all the Canaanite kings 

along the coast heard how the Lord had dried up the Jordan before the 

Israelites until they had crossed over, their hearts melted in fear and they no 

longer had the courage to face the Israelites. 

 What does this teach us about God? 

 If you were there walking through the dried up river, what would 

you think of the great YAHWEH (Israel’s name for God)?  

 How does this remind you of what Jesus has done for you? 

DAY 5: Joshua 5:2-15 

2 At that time the Lord said to Joshua, “Make flint knives and circumcise the 

Israelites again.”3 So Joshua made flint knives and circumcised the Israelites at 

Gibeath Haaraloth. 

4 Now this is why he did so: All those who came out of Egypt—all the men of 

military age—died in the wilderness on the way after leaving Egypt. 5 All the 

people that came out had been circumcised, but all the people born in the 

wilderness during the journey from Egypt had not. 
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6 The Israelites had moved about in the wilderness forty years until all the men 

who were of military age when they left Egypt had died, since they had not 

obeyed the Lord. For the Lord had sworn to them that they would not see the 

land he had solemnly promised their ancestors to give us, a land flowing with 

milk and honey. 7 So he raised up their sons in their place, and these were the 

ones Joshua circumcised. They were still uncircumcised because they had not 

been circumcised on the way. 8 And after the whole nation had been 

circumcised, they remained where they were in camp until they were healed. 

9 Then the Lord said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away the reproach of Egypt 

from you.” So the place has been called Gilgal to this day. 10 On the evening of 

the fourteenth day of the month, while camped at Gilgal on the plains of 

Jericho, the Israelites celebrated the Passover. 11 The day after the Passover, 

that very day, they ate some of the produce of the land: unleavened bread and 

roasted grain. 12 The manna stopped the day after they ate this food from the 

land; there was no longer any manna for the Israelites, but that year they ate 

the produce of Canaan. 

 A lot happens here. What most stands out to you? 

 What does this teach us about God? 

 How should we respond to God’s holiness? 
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Joshua 6  6- 10 AUG   

Let’s check in on our friends. Has anyone been able 

to take a next step this week? Is there anything we 

can celebrate or pray for? Is there a conversation you 

hope to have this week; what do you think you’ll say? 

“Missions exists because worship doesn’t. Worship is 

ultimate, not missions, because God is ultimate, not 

man. When this age is over, and the countless millions of the redeemed fall on 

their faces before the throne of God, missions will be no more.” (John Piper) 

Read Revelation 5:6-13. As you do, take note of the big picture: all creation 

worshipping God. There’s some crazy picture language in there, but it’s 

really clear that the Lamb, Jesus, is worthy of the worship of all creation.  

Pray that we would worship God as we ought, and that more people in our 

city and our world will give glory and honour and praise to Jesus.  

Pray that our hearts would be so convicted of Jesus’ worthiness to be 

worshipped that we’d eagerly encourage others to worship him too, and 

that our motivation for mission wouldn’t simply be duty, but worship. 

God delivers Jericho into Israel’s hands in the most 

unusual way. This is a famous story, but don’t let that 

familiarity take away the significance of what happens: 

God fights for His people and judges His enemies for 

their sin as He brings total victory. 

Read Joshua 6:1-5, 16-21 

I NTO THE BI BLE : What’s your first reaction to this account of Jericho’s fall?  

 What do you think it means for Jericho and its contents to be ‘devoted 

to the Lord’? 
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 God commands Israel to destroy the Canaanites, yet He spares Rahab 

and her family – what does this show us about God’s character? 

 How has judgement for our sin been dealt with as Christians? 

APPLY : Where does victory come from in our spiritual battles as Christians?  

 What spiritual battles are you currently fighting? 

PRAY : Praise God for the victory Jesus won for us by his sacrifice, and pray 

that we’d regularly and quickly turn to God in our battles against our sin. 

In our Small Groups we’re covering just a few verses 

of Joshua each week. To help you go deeper into this 

important part of the bible, below are 5 readings and 

a few questions you could think about. Look at as 

many or as few a week as you are able to. 

DAY 1: Joshua 6:1-5 

1 Now the gates of Jericho were securely barred because of the Israelites. No 

one went out and no one came in. 2 Then the Lord said to Joshua, “See, I have 

delivered Jericho into your hands, along with its king and its fighting men. 

3 March around the city once with all the armed men. Do this for six days. 

4 Have seven priests carry trumpets of rams’ horns in front of the ark. On the 

seventh day, march around the city seven times, with the priests blowing the 

trumpets. 5 When you hear them sound a long blast on the trumpets, have the 

whole army give a loud shout; then the wall of the city will collapse and the 

army will go up, everyone straight in.” 

 As the new military leader of God’s people, how do you think 

Joshua would feel about these instructions? 

 Who will bring them victory? 

 What do we learn about God? 
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DAY 2: Joshua 6:6-14 

6 So Joshua son of Nun called the priests and said to them, “Take up the ark of 

the covenant of the Lord and have seven priests carry trumpets in front of it.” 

7 And he ordered the army, “Advance! March around the city, with an armed 

guard going ahead of the ark of the Lord.”  

8 When Joshua had spoken to the people, the seven priests carrying the seven 

trumpets before the Lord went forward, blowing their trumpets, and the ark of 

the Lord’s covenant followed them. 9 The armed guard marched ahead of the 

priests who blew the trumpets, and the rear guard followed the ark. All this time 

the trumpets were sounding. 10 But Joshua had commanded the army, “Do not 

give a war cry, do not raise your voices, do not say a word until the day I tell 

you to shout. Then shout!” 11 So he had the ark of the Lord carried around the 

city, circling it once. Then the army returned to camp and spent the night there.  

12 Joshua got up early the next morning and the priests took up the ark of the 

Lord. 13 The seven priests carrying the seven trumpets went forward, marching 

before the ark of the Lord and blowing the trumpets. The armed men went 

ahead of them and the rear guard followed the ark of the Lord, while the 

trumpets kept sounding. 14 So on the second day they marched around the city 

once and returned to the camp. They did this for six days. 

 What do we learn about Joshua and Israel here? 

 Why do they carry the ark of the covenant/Lord with them? 

DAY 3: Joshua 6:15-21 

15 On the seventh day, they got up at daybreak and marched around the city 

seven times in the same manner, except that on that day they circled the city 

seven times. 16 The seventh time around, when the priests sounded the trumpet 

blast, Joshua commanded the army, “Shout! For the Lord has given you the city! 

17 The city and all that is in it are to be devoted to the Lord. Only Rahab the 

prostitute and all who are with her in her house shall be spared, because she 

hid the spies we sent.  

18 But keep away from the devoted things, so that you will not bring about 

your own destruction by taking any of them. Otherwise you will make the camp 

of Israel liable to destruction & bring trouble on it. 19 All the silver & gold & the 

articles of bronze & iron are sacred to the Lord & must go into his treasury.”  
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20 When the trumpets sounded, the army shouted, and at the sound of the 

trumpet, when the men gave a loud shout, the wall collapsed; so everyone 

charged straight in, and they took the city. 21 They devoted the city to the Lord 

and destroyed with the sword every living thing in it—men and women, young 

and old, cattle, sheep and donkeys. 

 What’s your first reaction to these verses? 

 What do we learn about Joshua and Israel here? 

DAY 4: Joshua 6:22-27 

22 Joshua said to the two men who had spied out the land, “Go into the 

prostitute’s house and bring her out and all who belong to her, in accordance 

with your oath to her.” 23 So the young men who had done the spying went in 

and brought out Rahab, her father and mother, her brothers and sisters and all 

who belonged to her. They brought out her entire family and put them in a 

place outside the camp of Israel.  

24 Then they burned the whole city and everything in it, but they put the silver 

and gold and the articles of bronze and iron into the treasury of the Lord’s 

house. 25 But Joshua spared Rahab the prostitute, with her family and all who 

belonged to her, because she hid the men Joshua had sent as spies to Jericho—

and she lives among the Israelites to this day.  

26 At that time Joshua pronounced this solemn oath: “Cursed before the Lord is 

the one who undertakes to rebuild this city, Jericho: “At the cost of his firstborn 

son he will lay its foundations; at the cost of his youngest he will set up its 

gates.”  

27 So the Lord was with Joshua, and his fame spread throughout the land. 

 Why is Rahab saved? Who else is saved? 

 What do we learn about Joshua and Israel here? 
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DAY 5: Hebrews 11:1-2, 29-31, 11:39-12:2 

1 Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do 

not see. 2 This is what the ancients were commended for. … 

29 By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as on dry land; but when 

the Egyptians tried to do so, they were drowned. 30 By faith the walls of Jericho 

fell, after the army had marched around them for seven days. 31 By faith the 

prostitute Rahab, because she welcomed the spies, was not killed with those 

who were disobedient. … 

39 These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what 

had been promised, 40 since God had planned something better for us so that 

only together with us would they be made perfect. 12:1 Therefore, since we are 

surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that 

hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance 

the race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter 

of faith. 

 What do we learn about Jesus? 

 What encouragement do you get from Israel’s faith? 

 How could this spur you on to fight against your sin? 
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Joshua 7-8  1 3- 17 AUG  

Let’s check in on our friends. Has anyone been able 

to take a next step this week? Is there anything we 

can celebrate or pray for? Is there a conversation you 

hope to have this week; what do you think you’ll say? 

The prayer below comes from Valley of Vision, a 

collection of Puritan Prayers written hundreds of 

years ago. You might find the language tricky (or you might find it beautiful) 

but it’s a great example of how to reflect and pray in line with God’s 

purpose for the world.  

Read through it on your own. Feel free to scribble on it if there’s things that 

stand out to you.  

Join up with 1 or 2 others from your group, and share what stood out to 

you, then pray.  

SOVEREIGN GOD, 

Thy cause, not my own, engages my heart, 

      and I appeal to thee with greatest freedom 

  to set up thy kingdom in every place 

    where Satan reigns; 

 

Glorify thyself and I shall rejoice, 

  for to bring honour to thy name is my sole desire. 

I adore thee that thou art God, 

  and long that others should know it, feel it, 

    and rejoice in it. 

 

O that all men might love and praise thee, 

  that thou mightest have all glory 

    from the intelligent world! 

 

Let sinners be brought to thee for thy dear name! 
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To the eye of reason everything respecting 

    the conversion of others is as dark as midnight, 

But thou canst accomplish great things; 

  the cause is thine, 

  and it is to thy glory that men should be saved. 

 

Lord, use me as thou wilt, 

  do with me what thou wilt; 

    but, O, promote thy cause, 

  let thy kingdom come, 

  let thy blessed interest be advanced 

    in this world! 

 

O do thou bring in great numbers to Jesus! 

  let me see that glorious day, 

  and give me to grasp for multitudes of souls; 

  let me be willing to die to that end; 

  and while I live let me labour for thee 

    to the utmost of my strength, 

    spending time profitably in this work, 

    both in health and in weakness. 

 

It is thy cause and kingdom I long for, not my own. 

 

This is an uncomfortable passage. Achan disobeys 

God & keeps things from Jericho that were meant to 

be devoted to the Lord. His sin finds him out & he & 

his family & possessions are destroyed. How God 

judges sin has changed in Jesus Christ, but sin’s 

horror & seriousness remain the same. 

Read Joshua 7:1, 10-12, 19-21, 24-26 
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I NTO THE BI BLE : What caused God’s anger with Israel? i.e. why are Achan’s 

actions such a big deal? 

 What does the death of Achan and the pile of stones illustrate to the 

rest of Israel? 

 In the time of Joshua, sin in the midst of God’s people is dealt with by 

the death of the evildoer. How has our sin been dealt with as Christians? 

APPLY : Sin is serious. How does this passage show you that? 

 No-one sins in isolation. How might our sins affect other people? How 

can we help each other fight against sin? 

PRAY : That we’d take sin seriously, fight it relentlessly, fight it together, and 

see in a more glorious light the forgiveness God gives us. 

In our Small Groups we’re covering just a few verses 

of Joshua each week. To help you go deeper into this 

important part of the bible, below are 5 readings and 

a few questions you could think about. Look at as 

many or as few a week as you are able to. 

DAY 1: Joshua 7:1-12 

1 But the Israelites were unfaithful in regard to the devoted things; Achan son of 

Karmi, the son of Zimri, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took some of 

them. So the Lord’s anger burned against Israel.  

2 Now Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is near Beth Aven to the east 

of Bethel, and told them, “Go up and spy out the region.” So the men went up 

and spied out Ai.  

3 When they returned to Joshua, they said, “Not all the army will have to go up 

against Ai. Send two or three thousand men to take it and do not weary the 

whole army, for only a few people live there.”  
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4 So about three thousand went up; but they were routed by the men of Ai, 

5 who killed about thirty-six of them. They chased the Israelites from the city 

gate as far as the stone quarries and struck them down on the slopes. At this 

the hearts of the people melted in fear and became like water.  

6 Then Joshua tore his clothes and fell facedown to the ground before the ark of 

the Lord, remaining there till evening. The elders of Israel did the same, and 

sprinkled dust on their heads.  

7 And Joshua said, “Alas, Sovereign Lord, why did you ever bring this people 

across the Jordan to deliver us into the hands of the Amorites to destroy us? If 

only we had been content to stay on the other side of the Jordan! 8 Pardon your 

servant, Lord. What can I say, now that Israel has been routed by its enemies? 

9 The Canaanites and the other people of the country will hear about this and 

they will surround us and wipe out our name from the earth. What then will 

you do for your own great name?”  

10 The Lord said to Joshua, “Stand up! What are you doing down on your face? 

11 Israel has sinned; they have violated my covenant, which I commanded 

them to keep. They have taken some of the devoted things; they have stolen, 

they have lied, they have put them with their own possessions. 12 That is why 

the Israelites cannot stand against their enemies; they turn their backs and run 

because they have been made liable to destruction. I will not be with you 

anymore unless you destroy whatever among you is devoted to destruction. 

 Where have we heard that idea of ‘hearts melting’ so far in Joshua? 

 What does this teach about God? 

 What does this teach about sin? 

DAY 2: Joshua 7:13-21 

13 “Go, consecrate the people. Tell them, ‘Consecrate yourselves in preparation 

for tomorrow; for this is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: There are 

devoted things among you, Israel. You cannot stand against your enemies until 

you remove them. 14 “ ‘In the morning, present yourselves tribe by tribe. The 

tribe the Lord chooses shall come forward clan by clan; the clan the Lord 

chooses shall come forward family by family; and the family the Lord chooses 

shall come forward man by man. 15 Whoever is caught with the devoted things 

shall be destroyed by fire, along with all that belongs to him. He has violated 

the covenant of the Lord and has done an outrageous thing in Israel!’ 
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16 Early the next morning Joshua had Israel come forward by tribes, and Judah 

was chosen. 17 The clans of Judah came forward, and the Zerahites were 

chosen. He had the clan of the Zerahites come forward by families, and Zimri 

was chosen. 18 Joshua had his family come forward man by man, and Achan 

son of Karmi, the son of Zimri, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, was 

chosen.  

19 Then Joshua said to Achan, “My son, give glory to the Lord, the God of Israel, 

and honor him. Tell me what you have done; do not hide it from me.”  

20 Achan replied, “It is true! I have sinned against the Lord, the God of Israel. 

This is what I have done: 21 When I saw in the plunder a beautiful robe from 

Babylonia, two hundred shekels of silver and a bar of gold weighing fifty 

shekels, I coveted them and took them. They are hidden in the ground inside my 

tent, with the silver underneath.”  

 How do you feel about Achan’s sin? 

 How does Joshua describe his sin? 

 Nothing escapes God. What part of your life are you afraid God will 

expose? 

DAY 3: Joshua 7:22-26 

22 So Joshua sent messengers, and they ran to the tent, & there it was, hidden 

in his tent, with the silver underneath. 23 They took the things from the tent, 

brought them to Joshua & all the Israelites & spread them out before the Lord.  

24 Then Joshua, together with all Israel, took Achan son of Zerah, the silver, the 

robe, the gold bar, his sons and daughters, his cattle, donkeys and sheep, his 

tent and all that he had, to the Valley of Achor. 25 Joshua said, “Why have you 

brought this trouble on us? The Lord will bring trouble on you today.”  

Then all Israel stoned him, and after they had stoned the rest, they burned 

them. 26 Over Achan they heaped up a large pile of rocks, which remains to 

this day. Then the Lord turned from his fierce anger. Therefore that place has 

been called the Valley of Achor ever since. 

 How do you feel about the judgement on Achan and his family? 

 What does this teach about sin? 

 What do we learn about God? 
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DAY 4: Joshua 8:1-7, 25-28 

1 Then the Lord said to Joshua, “Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged. Take 

the whole army with you, and go up and attack Ai. For I have delivered into 

your hands the king of Ai, his people, his city and his land. 2 You shall do to Ai 

and its king as you did to Jericho and its king, except that you may carry off 

their plunder and livestock for yourselves. Set an ambush behind the city.”  

3 So Joshua and the whole army moved out to attack Ai. He chose thirty 

thousand of his best fighting men and sent them out at night 4 with these 

orders: “Listen carefully. You are to set an ambush behind the city. Don’t go very 

far from it. All of you be on the alert.  

5 I and all those with me will advance on the city, & when the men come out 

against us, as they did before, we will flee from them. 6 They will pursue us until 

we have lured them away from the city, for they will say, ‘They are running 

away from us as they did before.’ So when we flee from them, 7 you are to rise 

up from ambush & take the city. The Lord your God will give it into your hand… 

25 Twelve thousand men and women fell that day—all the people of Ai. 26 For 

Joshua did not draw back the hand that held out his javelin until he had 

destroyed all who lived in Ai. 27 But Israel did carry off for themselves the 

livestock & plunder of this city, as the Lord had instructed Joshua. 28 So Joshua 

burned Ai & made it a permanent heap of ruins, a desolate place to this day. 

 Why do you think God tells Joshua not to be afraid or discouraged? 

 Why does God now bring Israel victory over the city of Ai? 

 What response does Israel make here? 

DAY 5: Joshua 8:30-35 

30 Then Joshua built on Mount Ebal an altar to the Lord, the God of Israel, 

31 as Moses the servant of the Lord had commanded the Israelites. He built it 

according to what is written in the Book of the Law of Moses—an altar of uncut 

stones, on which no iron tool had been used. On it they offered to the Lord 

burnt offerings and sacrificed fellowship offerings. 32 There, in the presence of 

the Israelites, Joshua wrote on stones a copy of the law of Moses.  
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33 All the Israelites, with their elders, officials and judges, were standing on both 

sides of the ark of the covenant of the Lord, facing the Levitical priests who 

carried it. Both the foreigners living among them and the native-born were 

there. Half of the people stood in front of Mount Gerizim and half of them in 

front of Mount Ebal, as Moses the servant of the Lord had formerly 

commanded when he gave instructions to bless the people of Israel.  

34 Afterward, Joshua read all the words of the law—the blessings and the 

curses—just as it is written in the Book of the Law. 35 There was not a word of 

all that Moses had commanded that Joshua did not read to the whole assembly 

of Israel, including the women and children, and the foreigners who lived 

among them. 

 How important does the ‘book of the law’ seem to Joshua? 

 What does this teach about Israel’s obedience? 

 Where should we turn to know how God wants us to live? 
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Joshua 9- 1 1   20-24 AUG   

Let’s check in on our friends. Has anyone been able 

to take a next step this week? Is there anything we 

can celebrate or pray for? Is there a conversation you 

hope to have this week; what do you think you’ll say? 

Charles Spurgeon wrote this devotional, reflecting on 

Acts 1:8, ‘And ye shall be witnesses unto Me’.  

Read it in groups of 2-3 and reflect on it together. What stands out to you 

about being a witness to Jesus? What areas do you find most challenging?  

   In order to learn how to discharge your duty as a witness for Christ, look at 

his example. He is always witnessing: by the well of Samaria, or in the Temple of 

Jerusalem: by the lake of Gennesaret, or on the mountain's brow. He is 

witnessing night and day; his mighty prayers are as vocal to God as his daily 

services. He witnesses under all circumstances; Scribes and Pharisees cannot 

shut his mouth; even before Pilate he witnesses a good confession. He witnesses 

so clearly, and distinctly that there is no mistake in him.  

   Christian, make your life a clear testimony. Be you as the brook wherein you 

may see every stone at the bottom--not as the muddy creek, of which you only 

see the surface--but clear and transparent, so that your heart's love to God and 

man may be visible to all.  

   You need not say, "I am true:" be true. Boast not of integrity, but be upright. 

So shall your testimony be such that men cannot help seeing it. Never, for fear 

of feeble man, restrain your witness. Your lips have been warmed with a coal 

from off the altar; let them speak as like heaven-touched lips should do.  

   "In the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold not thine hand." 

Watch not the clouds, consult not the wind--in season and out of season 

witness for the Saviour, and if it shall come to pass that for Christ's sake and 

the gospel's you shall endure suffering in any shape, shrink not, but rejoice in 

the honour thus conferred upon you, that you are counted worthy to suffer 

with your Lord; and joy also in this--that your sufferings, your losses,  
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and persecutions shall make you a platform, from which the more vigorously 

and with greater power you shall witness for Christ Jesus. Study your great 

Exemplar, and be filled with his Spirit. Remember that you need much teaching, 

much upholding, much grace, and much humility, if your witnessing is to be to 

your Master's glory. 

Pray for one another. 

After their initial failure to defeat the people of Ai, the 

Israelites succeed. So ‘when all the kings west of the 

Jordan heard about these things… they came together to 

wage war against Joshua and Israel’ (Jos 9:1-2). But their 

closest neighbours, the Gibeonites, resort to a ruse, 

which shows us why it matters to seek & do God’s will. 

Read Joshua 9:3-15 

I NTO THE BI BLE : What is the cause of Israel’s failure? 

 Why do you think the Gibeonites resort to this ruse? 

 How does Jesus uniquely show us God’s will? 

APPLY : What do you think it looks like for us to ‘enquire of the Lord’ now? 

 How can we find God’s will for our life now? Where should we turn? 

PRAY : We’d hear & do all God wants by turning to His word in the bible. 

  



 
46 

In our Small Groups we’re covering just a few verses 

of Joshua each week. To help you go deeper into this 

important part of the bible, below are 5 readings and 

a few questions you could think about. Look at as 

many or as few a week as you are able to. 

DAY 1: Joshua 9:1-27 

1 As soon as all the kings who were beyond the Jordan in the hill country and in 

the lowland all along the coast of the Great Sea toward Lebanon, the Hittites, 

the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, heard 

of this, 2 they gathered together as one to fight against Joshua and Israel. 

3 But when the inhabitants of Gibeon heard what Joshua had done to Jericho 

and to Ai, 4 they on their part acted with cunning and went and made ready 

provisions and took worn-out sacks for their donkeys, and wineskins, worn-out 

and torn and mended, 5 with worn-out, patched sandals on their feet, and 

worn-out clothes. And all their provisions were dry and crumbly.  

6 And they went to Joshua in the camp at Gilgal and said to him and to the 

men of Israel, “We have come from a distant country, so now make a covenant 

with us.” 7 But the men of Israel said to the Hivites, “Perhaps you live among us; 

then how can we make a covenant with you?” 8 They said to Joshua, “We are 

your servants.” And Joshua said to them, “Who are you? And where do you 

come from?” 9 They said to him, “From a very distant country your servants 

have come, because of the name of the Lord your God. For we have heard a 

report of him, and all that he did in Egypt, 10 and all that he did to the two 

kings of the Amorites who were beyond the Jordan, to Sihon the king of 

Heshbon, and to Og king of Bashan, who lived in Ashtaroth. 11 So our elders 

and all the inhabitants of our country said to us, ‘Take provisions in your hand 

for the journey and go to meet them and say to them, “We are your servants. 

Come now, make a covenant with us.”’ 

12 Here is our bread. It was still warm when we took it from our houses as our 

food for the journey on the day we set out to come to you, but now, behold, it is 

dry and crumbly. 13 These wineskins were new when we filled them, and 

behold, they have burst. And these garments and sandals of ours are worn out 

from the very long journey.”  
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14 So the men took some of their provisions, but did not ask counsel from the 

Lord.15 And Joshua made peace with them and made a covenant with them, to 

let them live, and the leaders of the congregation swore to them. 

16 At the end of three days after they had made a covenant with them, they 

heard that they were their neighbors and that they lived among them. 17 And 

the people of Israel set out and reached their cities on the third day. Now their 

cities were Gibeon, Chephirah, Beeroth, and Kiriath-jearim. 18 But the people of 

Israel did not attack them, because the leaders of the congregation had sworn 

to them by the Lord, the God of Israel.  

 What is the cause of Israel’s failure? 

 Why did the Gibeonites resort to this ruse? 

 Why did Joshua show mercy on the Gibeonites? 

DAY 2: Joshua 9:19-24 

18 Then all the congregation murmured against the leaders. 19 But all the 

leaders said to all the congregation, “We have sworn to them by the Lord, the 

God of Israel, and now we may not touch them. 20 This we will do to them: let 

them live, lest wrath be upon us, because of the oath that we swore to them.”  

21 And the leaders said to them, “Let them live.” So they became cutters of 

wood and drawers of water for all the congregation, just as the leaders had 

said of them. 

22 Joshua summoned them, and he said to them, “Why did you deceive us, 

saying, ‘We are very far from you,’ when you dwell among us? 23 Now therefore 

you are cursed, and some of you shall never be anything but servants, cutters 

of wood and drawers of water for the house of my God.”  

24 They answered Joshua, “Because it was told to your servants for a certainty 

that the Lord your God had commanded his servant Moses to give you all the 

land and to destroy all the inhabitants of the land from before you—so we 

feared greatly for our lives because of you and did this thing. 

 What do we learn about Israel’s leaders? 

 Why did the Gibeonites deceive Israel? 
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DAY 3: Joshua 10:1-11 

1 As soon as Adoni-zedek, king of Jerusalem, heard how Joshua had captured Ai 

and had devoted it to destruction, doing to Ai and its king as he had done to 

Jericho and its king, and how the inhabitants of Gibeon had made peace with 

Israel and were among them, 2 he feared greatly, because Gibeon was a great 

city, like one of the royal cities, and because it was greater than Ai, and all its 

men were warriors.  

3 So Adoni-zedek king of Jerusalem sent to Hoham king of Hebron, to Piram 

king of Jarmuth, to Japhia king of Lachish, and to Debir king of Eglon, saying, 4 

“Come up to me and help me, and let us strike Gibeon. For it has made peace 

with Joshua and with the people of Israel.”  

5 Then the five kings of the Amorites, the king of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, 

the king of Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, and the king of Eglon, gathered their 

forces and went up with all their armies and encamped against Gibeon and 

made war against it. 

6 And the men of Gibeon sent to Joshua at the camp in Gilgal, saying, “Do not 

relax your hand from your servants. Come up to us quickly and save us and 

help us, for all the kings of the Amorites who dwell in the hill country are 

gathered against us.”  

7 So Joshua went up from Gilgal, he and all the people of war with him, and all 

the mighty men of valor. 8 And the Lord said to Joshua, “Do not fear them, for I 

have given them into your hands. Not a man of them shall stand before you.”  

9 So Joshua came upon them suddenly, having marched up all night from 

Gilgal.10 And the Lord threw them into a panic before Israel, who struck them 

with a great blow at Gibeon and chased them by the way of the ascent of Beth-

horon and struck them as far as Azekah and Makkedah. 

11 And as they fled before Israel, while they were going down the ascent of 

Beth-horon, the Lord threw down large stones from heaven on them as far as 

Azekah, and they died. There were more who died because of the hailstones 

than the sons of Israel killed with the sword. 

 What do we discover about God in this passage?  

 Would you act differently in Joshua’s shoes?  

 Israel’s strength comes from God & they’re feared because of God. 

When people compliment you do they speak of your strength, or 

of God at work in you? 
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DAY 4: Joshua 10:12-14 

12 At that time Joshua spoke to the Lord in the day when the Lord gave the 

Amorites over to the sons of Israel, and he said in the sight of Israel, “Sun, stand 

still at Gibeon, and moon, in the Valley of Aijalon.” 

13 And the sun stood still, and the moon stopped, until the nation took 

vengeance on their enemies. Is this not written in the Book of Jashar? The sun 

stopped in the midst of heaven and did not hurry to set for about a whole day. 

14 There has been no day like it before or since, when the Lord heeded the voice 

of a man, for the Lord fought for Israel. 

 Why does God fight for Israel – even going so far as to stop the 

movement of the sun and moon?  

 How do you feel about God endorsing killing people He made? 

 God seems to give Joshua whatever he asks! If God did the same 

for you, what would you ask for? What’s that say about your heart? 

DAY 5: Joshua 10:16, 22-25, 11:23 

16 These five kings fled and hid themselves in the cave at Makkedah…  

22 Then Joshua said, “Open the mouth of the cave and bring those five kings 

out to me from the cave.” 23 And they did so, and brought those five kings out 

to him from the cave, the king of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of 

Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, and the king of Eglon. 

24 And when they brought those kings out to Joshua, Joshua summoned all the 

men of Israel and said to the chiefs of the men of war who had gone with him, 

“Come near; put your feet on the necks of these kings.” Then they came near 

and put their feet on their necks. 25 And Joshua said to them, “Do not be afraid 

or dismayed; be strong and courageous. For thus the Lord will do to all your 

enemies against whom you fight.” … 

11:23 So Joshua took the whole land, according to all that the Lord had spoken 

to Moses. And Joshua gave it for an inheritance to Israel according to their 

tribal allotments. And the land had rest from war. 

 What does this show about humanity? 

 What does this show about God’s control of everything?  

 What does this show about God’s love for Israel?  
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Joshua 12-21   27-31  AUG   

Let’s check in on our friends. Has anyone been able 

to take a next step this week? Is there anything we 

can celebrate or pray for? Is there a conversation you 

hope to have this week; what do you think you’ll say? 

We’ve spent a lot of time thinking about what we can 

do to share hope. But it’s helpful to remember we 

have a reasonably small role to play – ultimately it’s God’s work! 

Read 2 Corinthians 4:3-7. How does Paul describe what God does? It’s just 

as epic as His first act of creation. Just as God said in the beginning ‘Let 

there be light’, He is now recreating people’s hearts, bringing light into 

spiritual darkness, as people hear and trust the gospel! 

What advice or encouragement is here for us as we seek to Share Hope? 

After 400+ years God has fulfilled His promises and 

given Israel the Promised Land. 8 chapters detail how 

the land is allotted to the 12 tribes. While the details 

feel a little dry to us they wouldn’t have to Israel! God 

provided & now they can enjoy His gifts – just like God 

provides salvation and everything we need for us. 

Read Joshua 14:1-5 and 19:17-23 

I NTO THE BI BLE : Why do Israel divide up the land?  

 There’s 8 chapters detailing which tribe gets which land. Why do you 

think there’s so much detail? 

 How has God provided for us in Jesus? 

APPLY : Across your life when have you seen God provide for you or keep 

His promises to you? How can we better remember these moments? 

PRAY : That God will help us remember how generous He has been to us. 
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In our Small Groups we’re covering just a few verses 

of Joshua each week. To help you go deeper into this 

important part of the bible, below are 5 readings and 

a few questions you could think about. Look at as 

many or as few a week as you are able to. 

DAY 1: Joshua 12:7-24 

7 Here is a list of the kings of the land that Joshua and the Israelites conquered 

on the west side of the Jordan, from Baal Gad in the Valley of Lebanon to Mount 

Halak, which rises toward Seir. Joshua gave their lands as an inheritance to the 

tribes of Israel according to their tribal divisions. 8 The lands included the hill 

country, the western foothills, the Arabah, the mountain slopes, the wilderness 

and the Negev. These were the lands of the Hittites, Amorites, Canaanites, 

Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. These were the kings: 

9 the king of Jericho   one  

the king of Ai (near Bethel) one  

10 the king of Jerusalem one  

the king of Hebron   one  

11 the king of Jarmuth one  

the king of Lachish   one  

12 the king of Eglon   one  

the king of Gezer   one  

13 the king of Debir   one  

the king of Geder   one  

14 the king of Hormah one  

the king of Arad   one  

15 the king of Libnah   one  

the king of Adullam   one  

16 the king of Makkedah one  

the king of Bethel   one  

17 the king of Tappuah one  

the king of Hepher   one  

18 the king of Aphek   one  

the king of Lasharon   one  

19 the king of Madon one  

the king of Hazor   one  

20 the king of Shimron Meron one  
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the king of Akshaph   one  

21 the king of Taanach one  

the king of Megiddo   one  

22 the king of Kedesh one  

the king of Jokneam in Carmel one  

23 the king of Dor (in Naphoth Dor) one  

the king of Goyim in Gilgal  one  

24 the king of Tirzah   one   thirty-one kings in all.  

 These were real kings of real kingdoms that opposed God and His 

people. What does this show about humanity? 

 How successful is God’s victory? What does this show about God? 

DAY 2: Joshua 13:1-7 

1 When Joshua had grown old, the Lord said to him, “You are now very old, and 

there are still very large areas of land to be taken over.  

2 “This is the land that remains: all the regions of the Philistines and Geshurites, 

3 from the Shihor River on the east of Egypt to the territory of Ekron on the 

north, all of it counted as Canaanite though held by the five Philistine rulers in 

Gaza, Ashdod, Ashkelon, Gath and Ekron; the territory of the Avvites 4 on the 

south; all the land of the Canaanites, from Arah of the Sidonians as far as 

Aphek and the border of the Amorites; 5 the area of Byblos; and all Lebanon to 

the east, from Baal Gad below Mount Hermon to Lebo Hamath.  

6 “As for all the inhabitants of the mountain regions from Lebanon to 

Misrephoth Maim, that is, all the Sidonians, I myself will drive them out before 

the Israelites. Be sure to allocate this land to Israel for an inheritance, as I have 

instructed you, 7 and divide it as an inheritance among the nine tribes and half 

of the tribe of Manasseh.” 

 Israel failed to capture all the land. Why do you think that is?  

 Who is doing all the ‘leg work’ in fulfilling this promise? What does 

this show about God? 
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DAY 3: Joshua 16:1-10 

1 The allotment of the people of Joseph went from the Jordan by Jericho, east of 

the waters of Jericho, into the wilderness, going up from Jericho into the hill 

country to Bethel. 2 Then going from Bethel to Luz, it passes along to Ataroth, 

the territory of the Archites. 3 Then it goes down westward to the territory of the 

Japhletites, as far as the territory of Lower Beth-horon, then to Gezer, and it 

ends at the sea.  

4 The people of Joseph, Manasseh & Ephraim, received their inheritance. 5 The 

territory of the people of Ephraim by their clans was as follows: the boundary 

of their inheritance on the east was Ataroth-addar as far as Upper Beth-horon, 

6 and the boundary goes from there to the sea. On the north is Michmethath. 

Then on the east the boundary turns around toward Taanath-shiloh and 

passes along beyond it on the east to Janoah, 7 then it goes down from Janoah 

to Ataroth and to Naarah, and touches Jericho, ending at the Jordan. 8 From 

Tappuah the boundary goes westward to the brook Kanah and ends at the sea. 

Such is the inheritance of the tribe of the people of Ephraim by their clans, 9 

together with the towns that were set apart for the people of Ephraim within the 

inheritance of the Manassites, all those towns with their villages.  

10 However, they did not drive out the Canaanites who lived in Gezer, so the 

Canaanites have lived in the midst of Ephraim to this day but have been made 

to do forced labor. 

 Why do you think there are so many details about the land? 

 How successful are the Israelites in driving out their enemies?  

DAY 4: Joshua 18:1-10 

1 The whole assembly of the Israelites gathered at Shiloh and set up the tent of 

meeting there. The country was brought under their control, 2 but there were 

still seven Israelite tribes who had not yet received their inheritance.  

3 So Joshua said to the Israelites: “How long will you wait before you begin to 

take possession of the land that the Lord, the God of your ancestors, has given 

you? 4 Appoint three men from each tribe. I will send them out to make a 

survey of the land and to write a description of it, according to the inheritance 

of each. Then they will return to me. 5 You are to divide the land into seven 

parts. Judah is to remain in its territory on the south and the tribes of Joseph in 

their territory on the north.  
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6 After you have written descriptions of the seven parts of the land, bring them 

here to me and I will cast lots for you in the presence of the Lord our God. 7 The 

Levites, however, do not get a portion among you, because the priestly service 

of the Lord is their inheritance. And Gad, Reuben and the half-tribe of 

Manasseh have already received their inheritance on the east side of the Jordan. 

Moses the servant of the Lord gave it to them.”  

8 As the men started on their way to map out the land, Joshua instructed them, 

“Go and make a survey of the land and write a description of it. Then return to 

me, and I will cast lots for you here at Shiloh in the presence of the Lord.” 9 So 

the men left and went through the land. They wrote its description on a scroll, 

town by town, in seven parts, and returned to Joshua in the camp at Shiloh. 

10 Joshua then cast lots for them in Shiloh in the presence of the Lord, and 

there he distributed the land to the Israelites according to their tribal divisions. 

 What do we learn about God? 

 Why have Israel been slow to take possession of the land? 

DAY 5: Joshua 21:43-45 

43 So the Lord gave Israel all the land he had sworn to give their ancestors, and 

they took possession of it and settled there. 44 The Lord gave them rest on every 

side, just as he had sworn to their ancestors. Not one of their enemies withstood 

them; the Lord gave all their enemies into their hands. 45 Not one of all the 

Lord’s good promises to Israel failed; every one was fulfilled. 

 What does this show about God? 

 How is this true for us in Jesus? 

 What fulfilled promise to us in particular can you think of? 
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Joshua 14 :6- 14  3-7 SEP   

Let’s check in on our friends. Has anyone been able 

to take a next step this week? Is there anything we 

can celebrate or pray for? Is there a conversation you 

hope to have this week; what do you think you’ll say? 

Spend time praying the gospel will be proclaimed 

across the world. Pray for our mission partners.  

 4pm Gathering: Craig Ballinger – Sharing Hope in Mongolia 

 6pm Gathering: Joel and Tiff Atwood - Sharing Hope in Vanuatu 

Pray they would have wisdom to Share Hope in their context, and that God 

would equip them to boldly proclaim His Word. (More specific prayer points 

will be on our gathering Facebook groups) 

Among the description of the land being allotted to 

the tribes is a fantastic insight about the sort of 

faithfulness God loves and rewards. We can all learn 

from Caleb – an old man who is confident in God’s 

promises and faithful to the end. He has a devoted 

faith (v6-9), a persevering faith (10-11), a model of 

faith (v12-15). God is faithful to His promises, but we’re also called to have 

a faith like Caleb’s that actively obeys our great God. 

Read Joshua 14:6-14 

I NTO THE BI BLE : What stands out to you about Caleb’s faith? 

 Why is Caleb called ‘one who followed the LORD wholeheartedly’ (v14)? 

 What is Caleb’s faith based on? 

 How is Jesus’ faith greater than Caleb’s? (e.g. Mark 14:32-36, Heb 5:7-9) 
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APPLY : Where do you see yourself at age 85? How does Caleb challenge 

your faith and your plans for your life? 

PRAY : That we’d actively grow in our faith; that we’d remember God’s 

promises in our everyday lives; and that we’d grow old not as distant 

participants in God’s kingdom but loving God wholeheartedly. 

In our Small Groups we’re covering just a few verses 

of Joshua each week. To help you go deeper into this 

important part of the bible, below are 5 readings and 

a few questions you could think about. Look at as 

many or as few a week as you are able to. 

DAY 1: Numbers 13:1-2, 26-32 

1 The Lord said to Moses, 2 “Send some men to explore the land of Canaan, 

which I am giving to the Israelites. From each ancestral tribe send one of its 

leaders.” … 

26 They came back to Moses and Aaron and the whole Israelite community at 

Kadesh in the Desert of Paran. There they reported to them and to the whole 

assembly and showed them the fruit of the land. 27 They gave Moses this 

account: “We went into the land to which you sent us, and it does flow with milk 

and honey! Here is its fruit.  

28 But the people who live there are powerful, and the cities are fortified and very 

large. We even saw descendants of Anak there. 29 The Amalekites live in the 

Negev; the Hittites, Jebusites and Amorites live in the hill country; and the 

Canaanites live near the sea and along the Jordan.”  

30 Then Caleb silenced the people before Moses and said, “We should go up and 

take possession of the land, for we can certainly do it.” 31 But the men who had 

gone up with him said, “We can’t attack those people; they are stronger than we 

are.” 32 And they spread among the Israelites a bad report about the land they 

had explored. 

 What’s the difference between Caleb and the other spies? 

 If you were one of the spies, how do you think you’d respond? 
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DAY 2: Joshua 14:6-9 

6 Then the people of Judah came to Joshua at Gilgal. And Caleb the son of 

Jephunneh the Kenizzite said to him, “You know what the Lord said to Moses the 

man of God in Kadesh-barnea concerning you and me. 7 I was forty years old 

when Moses the servant of the Lord sent me from Kadesh-barnea to spy out the 

land, and I brought him word again as it was in my heart. 8 But my brothers 

who went up with me made the heart of the people melt; yet I wholly followed 

the Lord my God. 9 And Moses swore on that day, saying, ‘Surely the land on 

which your foot has trodden shall be an inheritance for you and your children 

forever, because you have wholly followed the Lord my God.’  

 What’s the difference between Caleb and the rest of Israel? 

 Which camp do you mostly find yourself in – following God or 

following people? Which camp would you like to be in? 

DAY 3: Joshua 14:10-11 

10 And now, behold, the Lord has kept me alive, just as he said, these forty-five 

years since the time that the Lord spoke this word to Moses, while Israel walked 

in the wilderness. And now, behold, I am this day eighty-five years old. 11 I am 

still as strong today as I was in the day that Moses sent me; my strength now is 

as my strength was then, for war and for going and coming. 

 What does this passage show us about God?  

 What is the source of Caleb’s strength?  

 How does Caleb inspire you in your relationship with God? 

DAY 4: Joshua 14:12 

12 So now give me this hill country of which the Lord spoke on that day, for you 

heard on that day how the Anakim were there, with great fortified cities. It may 

be that the Lord will be with me, & I shall drive them out just as the Lord said.” 

 What does this teach us about faith?  

 God now speaks in His word. What does God say / promise us?  

 What might it look like to pursue what’ the Lord said’ to you?  
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DAY 5 

A) Joshua 14:13-15 

13 Then Joshua blessed him, and he gave Hebron to Caleb the son of 

Jephunneh for an inheritance. 14 Therefore Hebron became the inheritance of 

Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite to this day, because he wholly 

followed the Lord, the God of Israel. 15 Now the name of Hebron formerly was 

Kiriath-arba. (Arba was the greatest man among the Anakim.) And the land had 

rest from war. 

 Why did Caleb receive an inheritance?  

B) Ephesians 1:11-14 

11 In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according 

to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, 

12 so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his 

glory. 13 In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 

salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 14 

who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the 

praise of his glory. 

 What is our Christian inheritance?  

 How does it differ from Caleb’s inheritance (and Israel’s)?  
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Joshua 22-24  1 0- 14 SEP  

Think back over the last 2 months as we’ve tried to 

share our hope with our friends. What do we want to 

celebrate & give thanks to God for? 

What’s your next step to continue to Share Hope?  

This is Joshua’s last address to Israel before his death. 

He reminds them of what God has done for them and 

how his promises have been fulfilled, then he urges 

them to obey God all their lives – a warning we also 

need to hear as the people God has made His own. 

Read Joshua 23:1-3, 14-16 and 24:14-18 

I NTO THE BI BLE : In his last address, what does Joshua remind Israel about?  

 What does he tell them to do? What does he warn them of? 

 What are the consequences for us if we turn away from Jesus? 

APPLY : How does Joshua’s response challenge you in your obedience? 

 How does Israel’s response challenge you in your obedience? 

PRAY : That we’d serve the Lord wholeheartedly and not turn away from Him. 
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In our Small Groups we’re covering just a few verses 

of Joshua each week. To help you go deeper into this 

important part of the bible, below are 5 readings and 

a few questions you could think about. Look at as 

many or as few a week as you are able to. 

DAY 1: Joshua 22:1-6, 10-18, 21-31 

1 Then Joshua summoned the Reubenites, the Gadites and the half-tribe of 

Manasseh 2 and said to them, “You have done all that Moses the servant of the 

Lord commanded, and you have obeyed me in everything I commanded. 3 For 

a long time now—to this very day—you have not deserted your fellow Israelites 

but have carried out the mission the Lord your God gave you. 4 Now that the 

Lord your God has given them rest as he promised, return to your homes in the 

land that Moses the servant of the Lord gave you on the other side of the 

Jordan. 5 But be very careful to keep the commandment and the law that 

Moses the servant of the Lord gave you: to love the Lord your God, to walk in 

obedience to him, to keep his commands, to hold fast to him and to serve him 

with all your heart and with all your soul.” 6 Then Joshua blessed them and sent 

them away, and they went to their homes… 

10 When they came to Geliloth near the Jordan in the land of Canaan, the 

Reubenites, the Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh built an imposing altar 

there by the Jordan. 11 And when the Israelites heard that they had built the 

altar on the border of Canaan at Geliloth near the Jordan on the Israelite side, 

12 the whole assembly of Israel gathered at Shiloh to go to war against them.  

13 So the Israelites sent Phinehas son of Eleazar, the priest, to the land of 

Gilead—to Reuben, Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh. 14 With him they sent 

ten of the chief men, one from each of the tribes of Israel, each the head of a 

family division among the Israelite clans.  

15 When they went to Gilead—to Reuben, Gad and the half-tribe of 

Manasseh—they said to them: 16 “The whole assembly of the Lord says: ‘How 

could you break faith with the God of Israel like this? How could you turn away 

from the Lord and build yourselves an altar in rebellion against him now? 

17 Was not the sin of Peor enough for us? Up to this very day we have not 

cleansed ourselves from that sin, even though a plague fell on the community 

of the Lord! 18 And are you now turning away from the Lord? …  
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21 Then Reuben, Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh replied to the heads of the 

clans of Israel: 22 “The Mighty One, God, the Lord! The Mighty One, God, the 

Lord! He knows! And let Israel know! If this has been in rebellion or disobedience 

to the Lord, do not spare us this day. 23 If we have built our own altar to turn 

away from the Lord and to offer burnt offerings and grain offerings, or to 

sacrifice fellowship offerings on it, may the Lord himself call us to account.  

24 “No! We did it for fear that some day your descendants might say to ours, 

‘What do you have to do with the Lord, the God of Israel? 25 The Lord has 

made the Jordan a boundary between us and you—you Reubenites and 

Gadites! You have no share in the Lord.’ So your descendants might cause ours 

to stop fearing the Lord.  

26 “That is why we said, ‘Let us get ready and build an altar—but not for burnt 

offerings or sacrifices.’ 27 On the contrary, it is to be a witness between us & 

you & the generations that follow, that we’ll worship the Lord at his sanctuary 

with our burnt offerings, sacrifices & fellowship offerings. Then in the future 

your descendants won’t be able to say to ours, ‘You have no share in the Lord.’  

28 “And we said, ‘If they ever say this to us, or to our descendants, we will 

answer: Look at the replica of the Lord’s altar, which our ancestors built, not for 

burnt offerings and sacrifices, but as a witness between us and you.’  

29 “Far be it from us to rebel against the Lord and turn away from him today 

by building an altar for burnt offerings, grain offerings and sacrifices, other 

than the altar of the Lord our God that stands before his tabernacle.”  

30 When Phinehas the priest and the leaders of the community—the heads of 

the clans of the Israelites—heard what Reuben, Gad and Manasseh had to say, 

they were pleased. 31 And Phinehas son of Eleazar, the priest, said to Reuben, 

Gad and Manasseh, “Today we know that the Lord is with us, because you have 

not been unfaithful to the Lord in this matter. Now you have rescued the 

Israelites from the Lord’s hand.” 

 After finally conquering the land Israel almost descends into civil 

war! What do the Reubenites, Gadites and ½ tribe of Manasseh 

do? Why does the rest of Israel think that’s a problem? 

 How does this passage help us to better worship God? 
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DAY 2: Joshua 23:1-11 

1 After a long time had passed and the Lord had given Israel rest from all their 

enemies around them, Joshua, by then a very old man, 2 summoned all 

Israel—their elders, leaders, judges and officials—and said to them: “I am very 

old. 3 You yourselves have seen everything the Lord your God has done to all 

these nations for your sake; it was the Lord your God who fought for you. 

4 Remember how I have allotted as an inheritance for your tribes all the land of 

the nations that remain—the nations I conquered—between the Jordan and the 

Mediterranean Sea in the west. 5 The Lord your God himself will push them out 

for your sake. He will drive them out before you, and you will take possession of 

their land, as the Lord your God promised you.  

6 “Be very strong; be careful to obey all that is written in the Book of the Law of 

Moses, without turning aside to the right or to the left. 7 Do not associate with 

these nations that remain among you; do not invoke the names of their gods or 

swear by them. You must not serve them or bow down to them. 8 But you are 

to hold fast to the Lord your God, as you have until now.  

9 “The Lord has driven out before you great and powerful nations; to this day 

no one has been able to withstand you. 10 One of you routs a thousand, 

because the Lord your God fights for you, just as he promised. 11 So be very 

careful to love the Lord your God. 

 What does Joshua urge the Jews to do?  

 What does this teach about God? 

 Who are the ‘gods’ of our age we shouldn’t ‘serve or bow down’ to? 

DAY 3: Joshua 23:12-16 

12 “But if you turn away and ally yourselves with the survivors of these nations 

that remain among you and if you intermarry with them and associate with 

them, 13 then you may be sure that the Lord your God will no longer drive out 

these nations before you. Instead, they will become snares and traps for you, 

whips on your backs and thorns in your eyes, until you perish from this good 

land, which the Lord your God has given you.  

14 “Now I am about to go the way of all the earth. You know with all your heart 

and soul that not one of all the good promises the Lord your God gave you has 

failed. Every promise has been fulfilled; not one has failed.  
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15 But just as all the good things the Lord your God has promised you have 

come to you, so he will bring on you all the evil things he has threatened, until 

the Lord your God has destroyed you from this good land he has given you. 

16 If you violate the covenant of the Lord your God, which he commanded you, 

and go and serve other gods and bow down to them, the Lord’s anger will burn 

against you, and you will quickly perish from the good land he has given you.” 

 After all God has done for Israel, what might lead them to ‘violate 

the covenant of the Lord’?  

 How do you feel about God’s anger? Does it seem just and fair? 

DAY 4: Joshua 24:1-25 

1 Then Joshua assembled all the tribes of Israel at Shechem. He summoned the 

elders, leaders, judges and officials of Israel, and they presented themselves 

before God.  

2 Joshua said to all the people, “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: 

‘Long ago your ancestors, including Terah the father of Abraham and Nahor, 

lived beyond the Euphrates River and worshiped other gods. 3 But I took your 

father Abraham from the land beyond the Euphrates and led him throughout 

Canaan and gave him many descendants. I gave him Isaac, 4 and to Isaac I 

gave Jacob and Esau. I assigned the hill country of Seir to Esau, but Jacob and 

his family went down to Egypt.  

5 “‘Then I sent Moses and Aaron, and I afflicted the Egyptians by what I did 

there, and I brought you out. 6 When I brought your people out of Egypt, you 

came to the sea, and the Egyptians pursued them with chariots and horsemen 

as far as the Red Sea. 7 But they cried to the Lord for help, and he put darkness 

between you and the Egyptians; he brought the sea over them and covered 

them. You saw with your own eyes what I did to the Egyptians. Then you lived in 

the wilderness for a long time.  

8 “‘I brought you to the land of the Amorites who lived east of the Jordan. They 

fought against you, but I gave them into your hands. I destroyed them from 

before you, and you took possession of their land. 9 When Balak son of Zippor, 

the king of Moab, prepared to fight against Israel, he sent for Balaam son of 

Beor to put a curse on you. 10 But I would not listen to Balaam, so he blessed 

you again and again, and I delivered you out of his hand.  
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11 “‘Then you crossed the Jordan and came to Jericho. The citizens of Jericho 

fought against you, as did also the Amorites, Perizzites, Canaanites, Hittites, 

Girgashites, Hivites and Jebusites, but I gave them into your hands. 12 I sent the 

hornet ahead of you, which drove them out before you—also the two Amorite 

kings. You did not do it with your own sword and bow. 13 So I gave you a land 

on which you did not toil and cities you did not build; and you live in them and 

eat from vineyards and olive groves that you did not plant.’  

14 “Now fear the Lord and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods 

your ancestors worshiped beyond the Euphrates River and in Egypt, and serve 

the Lord. 15 But if serving the Lord seems undesirable to you, then choose for 

yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors 

served beyond the Euphrates, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you 

are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.”  

16 Then the people answered, “Far be it from us to forsake the Lord to serve 

other gods! 17 It was the Lord our God himself who brought us and our 

parents up out of Egypt, from that land of slavery, and performed those great 

signs before our eyes. He protected us on our entire journey and among all the 

nations through which we traveled. 18 And the Lord drove out before us all the 

nations, including the Amorites, who lived in the land. We too will serve the 

Lord, because he is our God.”  

19 Joshua said to the people, “You are not able to serve the Lord. He is a holy 

God; he is a jealous God. He will not forgive your rebellion and your sins. 20 If 

you forsake the Lord and serve foreign gods, he will turn and bring disaster on 

you and make an end of you, after he has been good to you.”  

21 But the people said to Joshua, “No! We will serve the Lord.” 22 Then Joshua 

said, “You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen to serve the 

Lord.” “Yes, we are witnesses,” they replied. 23 “Now then,” said Joshua, “throw 

away the foreign gods that are among you and yield your hearts to the Lord, 

the God of Israel.” 24 And the people said to Joshua, “We will serve the Lord our 

God and obey him.” 25 On that day Joshua made a covenant for the people, 

and there at Shechem he reaffirmed for them decrees and laws. 

 What do we learn about God in this passage?  

 How much of God’s plans being fulfilled relied on Israel? 

 Despite all God has done for Israel, why must they still be warned 

to ‘put away the gods’ their fathers served? 
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DAY 5: Joshua 24:29-33 

29 After these things, Joshua son of Nun, the servant of the Lord, died at the age 

of a hundred and ten. 30 And they buried him in the land of his inheritance, at 

Timnath Serahw in the hill country of Ephraim, north of Mount Gaash.  

31 Israel served the Lord throughout the lifetime of Joshua & of the elders who 

outlived him and who had experienced everything the Lord had done for Israel.  

32 And Joseph’s bones, which the Israelites had brought up from Egypt, were 

buried at Shechem in the tract of land that Jacob bought for a hundred pieces 

of silver from the sons of Hamor, the father of Shechem. This became the 

inheritance of Joseph’s descendants.  

33 And Eleazar son of Aaron died and was buried at Gibeah, which had been 

allotted to his son Phinehas in the hill country of Ephraim. 

 What do you make of v31? 

 Joshua led Israel faithfully then died. What’s the same and what’s 

different about Jesus’ leadership? 
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PSALM 73  17-21  seP  

For the next 2 weeks we’re jumping into 2 great Psalms and we’ll use the 

Swedish Method to unpack them. 

Read Psalm 73:1-28 then work through the questions below. 
Icons made by Freepik from www.flaticon.com 

 

 

1. What stands out to you from this Psalm? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What do you find difficult to understand in the Psalm, 

or what’s a question you want to ask Asaph or God? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What do you think is the big point of the Psalm (in a sentence)? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What do you think this will mean for your life? 
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PSALM 139  24-28 seP  

Read Psalm 139:1-24 then work through the questions below. 
Icons made by Freepik from www.flaticon.com 

 

1. What stands out to you from this Psalm? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What do you find difficult to understand in the Psalm, 

or what’s a question you want to ask David or God? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What do you think is the big point of the Psalm (in a sentence)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What do you think this will mean for your life? 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

‘You know with all your heart and soul that not one of  

all the good promises the Lord your God gave you has failed.  

Every promise has been fulfilled; not one has failed‘ 

- Joshua 23:14 

 
 


